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Citorialr T mamory of Comrads Mestin Hakitg

Comrade Mestin Mabtu was an intensely  dedicated  patriot
whosa consolous e was shaped vary much by the struggle of the
Ethiopian peoples. Mo wis fo rloss in his life and thus jained sl
honest compatriols in halping o art thoe courss of the student
struggle at home and abroad,

Mis stunning death came so diffioult for many a compatriot in
Ethiopin.  Those who  lknow  him  unmistakeably  racall  his
decisivanass, commitment acd other rare revolutionary qualitios
which ware the trade marks of his short Hie,

Flementary Nodexo on Revedution  and gl zal teii thie
highest achievamant of the year in the whole Ethiopian Studant
Movamaent= s dedicated 1o the comrade revolutionary. Our belief
that the ideas generated in this basutitul work will encoursge the
developmant of dead serious rovolutionaries is only axcelled by
tha balief thot comrade Mesfin is survived with no less an issus
than the Ethiopion REVOLUTION ITSELF! To the peopls
angaged In this rovolutionary process, thore simply 15 no time 1o
honour the heroos of the people other than intensifying the
struggle for which their lives were a total expression, This is the
paragon of the revolutionary essence—to struggle and never stop
struggling, no matter the price, the burden or the sacrifice this
struggle entails,

Comrade Mesfin Habtu was born in November 1948 and was
consumed by the struggle in November 1, 1971 in New York City,
U.S.A. His entire conscious life was put to the service of the
Ethiopian peoples, He was a patriot on a par with such
revolutionary immortals as Belaye Zeleke, Tilahun Gizaw etc. At
home he was respected and loved. He served USUAA in the
capacities of acting president, secretary-general and one of the
editors of the STRUGGLE. He was one of the few crops of all out
revolutionaries with which USUAA alone in the arena of student
organizations was able to produce. He was thrown in jail for six
months by the barbaric autocracy for his tireless service to the
people.

In the U.S.A., comrade Mesfin had a tough one year struggle
and his imprint on ESUNA is ind.lible. Foremost among his
achievements was the successful struggle to unmask the
social-chauvinist and opportunist tendencies in the student
movement. His staunch internationalism—condemning both big
and narrow nationalisms—was too much for the Amhara
supremacists and their ilk who thrive by fanning and perpetuating
these “isms.”’ Although the pressure against him was intense, he
was a model in the debate and unflinching in the ideological
struggle. Consequently, in August 1971, he was elected president
of ESUNA at the 19th Congress held in Los Angeles. His short
tenure as president of ESUNA was marked by a concern for the
well-being of the Ethiopian Stud.nt Movement as a whole

We remind our readers that we must unite and together
remember our d.:ceased comrades by making th: revolution the
very purpose of our existence—the business of our liv.s!
Elenentary Notes on Revolution and Organization can be a good
guide in this direction. Let us study, memorize, understand and
act according to its instructions.

In conclusion it is one of the iron laws of the struggle that it be
advanced forward at the price of genuine comrades. Some die,
some get jailed and others are banished from their home. Whenver
the enemy unleashes these attacks, we are never surprised—instead
we unleash our own secret weapon (at the disposal of the
’“"’“l"-{tiumriﬂﬂh which is to sustain superior morale and a spirit of
ﬂfﬂﬂﬂlzrﬂtinn—unique only to revolutionaries. Only then can the
revolution be assured a safe landing zone in our homeland.



Forward

This work is a compilation. Almost nothing—not even the style—is original
to the compilers. In many cases the writings of revolutionaries have been
quoted verbatim and passage after passage. Our attempt is to present the
correct ideas on the questions which are relevant to our own revolutionary
movement. We have taken the liberty to quote from the writings of
revolutionaries and revolutionary movements without due acknowledgment
for the simple reason that these revolutionaries do not claim the bourgeois
awnership concept of ‘copyright” and will not accuse us of plagiarism.

However, we take full responsibility for any misquotation or
misinterpretation as well as for the validity of judgments made on certain
prevailing tendencies amidst Ethiopian revolutionaries.

What is compiled here is aimed at a specific audience and we are definitely
sure they will benefit from it. If there are some who read this paper and then
exclaim, “there is nothing new in it; we know it all”, we say to them, “Do
practice what you know!”

“in a political struggle of class against class, organization is the most
important weapon.” E. Engels

“Without an organization the working class has nothing.” V.l. Lenin

“If there is to be revolution, there must be a revolutionary party. Without
a revolutionary party, without a party built on the Marxist-Leninist
revolutionary theory and in the Marxist-Leninist style, it is impossible to lead
the working class and the broad masses of the people in defeating imperialism
and its running dogs.”” Mao Tse tung

“The dictatorship of the proletariat is a persistent struggle—bloody and
bloodless, viclent and peaceful, military and economic, educational and
administrative—against the forces and traditions of the old society. The force
of habit of millions and tens of millions is a most terrible force. Without an
iron party tempered in the struggle, without a party enjoying the confidence
of all that is honest in the given class, without a party capable of watching
and influencing the mood of the masses it is impossible to conduct such a
struggle successfully.” V.l. Lenin.

“However active the leading group maybe, its activity will amount to
fruitless effort by a handful of people unless combined with the activity of
the masses. On the other hand if the masses alone are active without a strong
leading group to organize their activity properly, such activity cannot be
sustained for long, or carried forward in the right direction, or raised to a high
level.” Mao Tse tung

The Supplement

At present there is an intense discussion among all genuine members of the
Ethiopian Students Movement on the role of the ESMin society and what its
tasks are. This discussion is crucial and its importance has been doubled by
the fact that the discussion has come rather late in the life of the ESM.
Moreover, it is to be noted that absence of knowledge of the role and
character of the ESM has led some members to be misled by certain
reactionary and chauvinist persons who posing as “super-revolutionaries” or
“‘real proletarians” aim at creating disunity within the ESM.

This short supplement, we hope, will help the discussion on the nature,
role and tasks of the ESM. It is our belief that the confusion that exists on
this issue stems basically from an absence of a precise knowledge as to the
nature, role and tasks of mass organizations and political parties. The ESM is
a mass organization; it is not a political party and it can never be one. On the
other hand, a working class party (a Marxist-Leninist party) is a political
party and not a mass organization. Hence to confuse the ESM with a working
class party—even if the student members profess Marxism-Leninism as their
ideology or subjectively consider themselves as the vanguard of the labouring
masses—is a grave error. That this error is committed by many within the
ESM can be attested by reference to many student publications as well as
loud proclamations of certain students to the effect that, “the ESM is a
vanguard of the labouring masses’”, that “Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tse
Tung-Though is the basis of unity within the ESM”, that “the ESM should
fight capitalist roaders (sic) in its midst”, that “the task of the ESM is o
organize a working class party”, that “there is left opportunism in the ESM"”
(this last one being a spectre raised to hound out any genuine criticism of the
Eth. Student Unions abroad), . . . etc.
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A WORKING CLASS PARTY

the characterisitics of a working class party?
, is a class party.

::"] h"ﬁ‘c';":; k:: g;l::: t?rht:s !it! own definite interests which it wants to
prﬂl::’l- This pushes it to strive for state power 30 that it can he:t maintain its
class interest by becoming the ruler -::!f all other classes. This is true of the
landlord class, the bourgeois class and it also holds true for the working class.
In all cases the landlords and the bourgeoisie want to O ane pArparate
their own dictatorships over the labouring masses, while the working class
wants to wrest power from the ruling classes and bring about the total
lineration of the working peoples by—among other measures—subjecting the
enemy or enemies of the working peoples to a rigorous proletarian
dictatorship.

And each class in order to strive effectively for power or to maintain the
power it has in its grip organizes itself around a political party. Therefore,
each political party pursues definite aims—the party of the landlords protects
the interests of the landlord class, the party of the bourgeoisie fights to
protect and maintain the interests of the bourgeois class, and the party of the
working class fights to bring about the emanicipation of the working class and
all working people by establishing the dictatorship of the working class
Iproletariat) and subsequent creation of a communist society. ]

Hence each political party is a class party—a party that serves the interests
of the particular class. Thus a working class party is a class party—the party of
the working class. And as a party of the working class it is the highest form of
organziation of the working class. This means that the working class, which
.ha: i.“ economic and other forms of organizations (ex., trade unions), reaches
its highest level of organization in its political party—the working class party.

) A.t th_ls juncture, however, it is necessary to answer certain questions that
will inevitably be posed.

Question 1. Does it mean that each class will and should always and

everywhere necessarily form its own political party?
km:::r 9;2*”' We can say that each class if it is mature (conscious) enough to
i Wrtﬂ hﬁ:t defend its interests will organize itself around its own
i aru:lpaw?-wm ii statemant,_ however, needs clarifications and qualifica-
socioty. Y 0 see its relevance to each class in the Ethiopian
mri:l 1:':9 wk::n;?:ﬂgﬂﬂass: —-with!:ut an n‘rganizatiun, without its political
Powerless. The mgximm h?ls nothing. I.t ml! remain scattered, divided and
struggles which d um it can :ln_ bgmg fighting economic struggles (i.e.,
€1 do not attack capitalism as a system, but aim at fighting

individual :
workers, Et:‘;}.:ﬁ:;:: :L'Ekf!'lplnvar to gain higher wages, safety measures for
political struggle (j.e., 1o ;::9 class is to stand as an organized force, to fight a

uggle against the feudo-capitalist class as a whole,
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NeW democratic reyolution all countries. However. this should not lead to confusing the
":'w:ﬂ'f!_". mclﬂ-“ﬁm 'p.l:h":.h j;th:a:"nlr "r'l':I}' ﬂmk.[budal ﬂﬂﬂ'l:ﬂ’lﬂnlal Ethi&piﬂ AN move
u:_mhniuna“. (in Eth'iﬂpiﬂ .:!cha tf‘ﬂl:lr:nz;d_p-nliliclally by the joint dictatorship of all
with the socialist St At-imperialist, anti-feudal) classes lod by the proletariat

cs!ahtnhmcntula,pmhtwh““dj::l:::;h:; characterized politically by the immediate
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to fight ﬂglaln:-:“thte capitalist system of wage slaver
class “‘in itse meaning a class un : :

gxploitation of man by man and ign._-,,a?:r':: w{:fm':_‘: h':::ﬁ': role to end the
fight and destroy to achieve its historic mission) mﬂa nl_ wh?.m it _has to
(meaning a class consciously engaged in a struggle t:::: ﬂ:ﬁ_ for itself”
communist mclewl.lll must organize itself around a Marxis erg -ﬂbﬂm 2
This is the only :"“l’i" it can smash the organized force of the rﬁ.-”””'” Parey.
state power in its hands, lead and achieve the new i ing class, grasp
assure the transition from the democratic to the socialist atic rl'Eilll:lll.l'llﬂﬂ.
proletarian dictatorship, and finally bring about a mmmuni“r“ﬂ- ution and
be said that the rise of the working class party is the iy Sl:l-:mt_vgr, It can
consciousness) of the working class. Hence the working c‘;‘ﬂma;url:# (class
times and everywhere have its own political party—a Marxin-s[,i m" d at all

(b) The Peasantry: The Ethiopian ety doast ey eninist party.
d.lﬁtiiﬂf-ti“ mode ﬂf’ Frﬂductiﬂ-ﬂ nor du.gs it h-E'H'E an iﬂdEpEr:::::[iEnt" i;:l'l‘:l'
position or its own ideology. It is disunited politically and u-:unumi.f;::qnfm
relation to the cultivable land it [the peasantry] is thinly spread over a':r in
area,—and is subsequently unable to build up a successful one of i arge
History attests to this.2 BN O

In Ethiopia the peasantry is a revolutionary force and it will be the main
fighter—under the leadership of the working class party—against serfdom and
the autocracy as well as the imperialists. However, the impetus. the direction
has to come f‘rnm vflhat Engels calls the alert population concentrated in the
towns. ,"."_.pzeclflcall? it means that the leadership has to come either from the
bourgeoisie or the working class. Who leads the peasantry is the crucial issue
of the revolution. If the bourgeoisie lead it the peasantry will never be
liberated. On the other hand, under the leadership of the working class the
peasantry will achieve total liberation and see its short and long range
interests realized.

In Ethiopia the basic demand of the peasantry is "“land to the tiller”. This
demand can only be satisified by a radical agrarian revolution which will
overthrow the feudal class and abolish the system of feudal land ownership.
Consequently only a social class that makes common cause with a genuine
revolutionary movement of the peasantry and that does not hesitate to
abolish the system of private ownership can set forth and lead the agrarian
revolution to victory, final victory. The national bourgeoisie is not such a
class as in this epoch the national bourgeoisie cannot even lead and bring about a
classical bourgeois revolution and thus cannot even fully satisfy its own
interests. How can it then realize the peasantry’s interest?

On the other hand, the proletariat is the class that can set forth and lead
the agrarian revolution to final victory as it is not at all ‘involved’ in the
system of private ownership and as the working class’s task at this stage is
mainly to deal with the peasant question—a task which the working class has
necessarily to undertake in order to satisfy its own interests. Moreover, in
contrast to all exploited classes of previous socio-economic formations (slave
and feudal) the proletariat is a class which cannot free itself from exploitation
without abolishing all exploitation of man by man and all forms of
oppression, and consequently, without freeing all the working people from
pre-capitalist and capitalist yoke of dependence.

Is all this pure theory? No. Practice has shown that it is true.

—The Russian experience shows that even in a case where the peasantry
had what could roughly be called its own party3—the Socialist Revolutionary
Parw_it Was |;||1|-|1.|- the Bolshevik {wcnrking class) Party that hrﬂught about a
radical land reform and persistently defended the peasants’ short and long
range interests while the S R.P. was busy undermining the peasantry’s
interests by incessantly compromising with the ruling class.

—In China it was only when the Chinese Communist Party appeared on the
political scene that the pgasantry‘s interest began to be realized. Only under
the CCP were the Chinese peasants able to realize “land to the tiller” and

move towards their total liberation. .
—Vietnamese history also shows us that. Despite the fact that numerous

classes or social strata (feudal scholars, national bourgeoisie, petty bourgeoisie)

¥l. 1o change itself from a

2. Consider the Derassa, Tigriu, Bale, Arussi, Gojjam peasant movements in Ethiopia.
Refer also to the Jacquenes in France (14th and 15th century), the Peasant War in

Germany (16th century), the Taiping Rebellion in China (1900-1), etc.

3. Note that as the peasantry is unable to bring forth its own leaders it was led in this

case by petty bourgeois intellectuals.
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ness under Haile Semengagﬁd i ﬂﬂi'l'i-tlES: like appealing to. and
regime with zeal or + 1o bring about reforms. It 1s m_ml-.r after 1555 that a
petitioning the aumc;gms and later the inteliectuali-—remctecll reformism and
saction of it—the stu ovolutionary path. In general, the left wing of the urban
started to follow the r oly join the side of the proletariat while its right
petty bourgeoist h the exploiters. It should not be forgotten that it l:‘.:a class
wing will ?Idﬂ. wil " ted between the bourgeoisie and !hulpmlntanat and
in “transition T-su!_IJ'E between the two. Because the Ethiopian urban petty
constantly vaciliohe | in number—due 10 smallness of urban centers and
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bourgeoisie 15 wWea f the artisan class in the cities as it is still
. gl as the absence O

population a5 W

: atc.) and is seeing its conscious
connected with the fuhr:is Eﬁzuﬂiéngmuals—juining PSS
members—students, 1!;'!:*:_'“ weakness and reformism (reasons for the latter
proletariat. And ;1“; ina in outright opposition to the autocracy and its
beirlrg its fﬁar v:w .:;cgnﬂr—-m find accomodation in the government
ZT.'L?LL”JL:: as well as its lack of revolutionary and organizational tradition
it has not up to now formed its own political party. 5

The majority or the greater section “f. the urhf‘lﬂ petty borugeoisie can so8
a society without feudalism and imp-eri:‘lllfrm-*'fh":h are st prasant oppressing
it—only if it submits to the leadership of the working ""!‘“I“ and accepts
oroletarian ideology. In this connection we should note that it is erroneous to
forget the nature of the petty bourgeoisie and thus to lump 3“_ 2s reactionary,
dangerous, etc., or on the other hand consider them a8 TE“‘J'“FW"HW~

(dl The National Bourgeoisie: In Ethiopia this class is weak, flabby,
spineless and despite its contradictions with the imperialists, big bourgeoisie
and feudalists it is prone to compromise and reconcile with them. It is in
contradiction with the feudo-comprador class and the imperialist but at the
same time it is afraid of the proletariat and other working people, afraid of a
proletariat-led social revolution. This accounts for its dual nature as a class.

Due to its political and economic weakness, its lack of revolutionary
tradition, its poverty in initiative, creativity, dynamism, aggressiveness, higher
culture, .. .etc. - (i.e., all gualities that characterized the early anti-feudal
bourgeoisie in history), it has not even dared to organize itself around a
political party to fight feudalism and imperialism. In fact, it will never
persistently fight imperialism and feudalism.

This does not mean, however, that it will not attempt or strive to come to
power. On the contrary, it will never cease from attempting to come to power
and it will use all ways and means to achieve this aim and to impose its
dictatorship over the people. But it will not succeed, as history has shown this
again. The present epoch is that of socialism and not the era of bourgeois
dictatorship and the working class which has appeared on the scene as a
powerful force is against bourgeois dictatorship. The national bourgeoisie will
fﬂ'_ all ‘means lc{amagagiﬂ cries or appeals of democracy, land reform,
nationalism, etc.) in an effort to win the majority of the population (i.e., the
fﬁ:ﬂ'ﬁn?&i side. The working class must and will have to fight this and

: party’s opposition to bourgeois leadership of the masses
persists even when the national b i5i : i P :
anti-imperiali : Ourgeoisie decides to join the anti-feudal,
o ettt e front.4 For the united front can succeed only if it is
eac by the working class and if it is based on a solid worker-peasant alliance.

m:;*qﬂf H:"."“If?g Class: In general the oppressive ruling class or classes have
aiot tlf::: itical Party which is considered as the party in power. But it is
Push this political party that the ruling class in power defends it
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ruling class in power uses the organs of state POWer. pes
Police, the courts and the prisons. The task of the political
cases, is mainly to serve as a vehicle of the ruling class igegf party, in these
the ideological “‘Wﬂ* against any revolutionary ideology m‘“ﬂ" lmf_tn. wage
masses”. The existence of the political party also heips the ri. * P "
make pretensions of “democracy”, “popular base”, etc. while ;"r:ﬁt?
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in Ethiopia the ruling class—the feudalis
maintain their dictatorship over the mp:l.;: m:::'ﬁ" bﬂ'l-lrwunh_.
reactionary violence. The ruling class in Ethiopia is 'Mi-ihmn:r:;:umnn to
and reactionary—and it knows this. Its language is that of Sy l'ﬂ'han:
And H-ldl. I.‘-Iiﬂulremltufthl N-Iifﬂ_‘_‘fl party ilﬂi““‘ h'!'“'l-ﬂ Evu:llm.f-"ﬂ.
Orthodox Church which has a vested interest in spreading its obse :mh
ideology. However, why the Ethiopian ruling class has not formed fre ..
political party can be explained by the country’s peculiar historical evolut .
and present political realities (extremely backward, archaic and medio. o
ruling class with no concept of democracy, an absolute monarch ordained l::.r
God, etc.). How can an autocrat who claims to have come to power not
through a political struggle (in which case the need for a political party) Et
by a special ordinance (annointment) from God himself, allow the oxistence
of any political party as such an act would mean that he admits that he can
be replaced or fought out of his place [palace) democratically, legally or
illegally by any one political party? In short, a political party and all that it
entails is by definition and from the outset opposed to the basis and concept
of authority or power of the autocracy.

However, if at any time in the future the ruling class—compelled by the
revolutionary democratic upsurge of the peoples—""allows itself” or decides to
form a political party one cannot have any illusions that the ruling class has
become democratic, popular, etc. The ruling class is inherently anti-
democratic and anti-popular whether it forms a political party or not.5

To conclude Question 1 then:

—the working class must necessarily have its own party

—the peasantry’s best guarantee to realize its short and long range interasts
15 to accept working class leadership. The same holds true for the majority of
the urban petty bourgeocisie.

Question 2. We have stated that each class forms its own party, Does this
mean that no two classes can have the same or single party?

MNo. Two classes can have the same party, especially in countries where the
landlord class and the comprador bourgeoisie are the ruling class and share
power. Each cannot rule without the other. The landlord class is still strong
so the comprador bourgeoisie cannot kick it off; and the landlord class
cannot do without the comprador bourgeoisie which is the special agent of
the imperialists, and which effectively runs the bureaucracy and state
machinery. In relation to the popular masses the feudo-comprador bourgeois
ruling class is weak. Hence, even all the more reason for them to form a bloc

and maintain their similar fundamental interests.

Question 3. /f two classes can have the same party, can a smgle class have
for shouid have) more than one party?

The answer to this is that the bourgeoisie can have more than one party
but the working class cannot and should not have more than one party. Let
us elaborate:

The existence of several bourgeois political parties is a common feature of
bourgeois politics and of bourgeois democracy. In reality there is no
substantial difference among all these parties—they all defend the capitalist
system. The reason why there exist several bourgeois political parties are the
following: _

a) The bourgeois is not homogeneous in composition. There are big
industrialists, bankers, financiers, those connected with the processing and
sale of agricultural produce, etc. All these compete with one another tor
division of profits, i.e., each group wants to come 0 pOWer o as 1o amass as
much profit to itself. Hence, each bourgeois political party is motivated not
by “an end to bourgeois rule”, but by “‘maximum profit for my own group of
brougeoisie and long live capitalism.”

S. This does not ‘mean, however, that it is of absolutely no significance to the
working class if a ruling class that allows the formation of political partics comes o

POWer Or nol.
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power from one bourgeois #'EH'T‘J"I to another is [to] assure the continuation of
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th;::le .'T f:ertain if:mnnes where all existing bourgeois parties have been
compromised, i.e., rejected by the masses, petty buur@i: ?nd pseudo-
socialist parties which are under the control of the bourgeoisie will appear on
the scene as claimants for power. Such parties claiming to be socialist and
revolutionary and basing their rhetorics on the masses’ real aspiration and
pretending to stand in opposition to all bourgeois parties and even capitalism
aspire to win over the masses to their side, come to power and assure the
continuation of the bourgeois rule. To conclude then: The bourgeoisie can
have many political parties but all serve its interests as a c/ass and thus it does
not as a cfass suffer any major disadvantages due to the existence of several
bourgeois political parties.

The contrary holds true for the working class. The working class cannot
have more than one party that represents its interest. There can be only one
working class party and this is an essential factor for the success of the
wquiﬂg class in its historic battle to end the exploitation of man by man.
Ew_::lgqﬂy, the working class contains groups that differ in their kind of
activities anld the 1|:Iag'ee of _I:Iasi consciousness. Some of them may have
Eﬁm: ;E:::!;::lflar interests differing from the tenporary interests of other
2 w; |. s, ":5 a: md_z::utahre faxl:: tpat the v:rnrkers can fiafend their general
e Ty DTS Oy, lfltherf.' is no disunity and competition

wween them, only if they are united in a single organized force. i.e. around
a single political party. And since unity and organization are th hef
of strength of the working class. th i o Do b S
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Question 4. We have said that each par .
that all the members of each party are .I':lﬁ'[_'f_!i;d:-ij: ;,:::: ::.::ZI::J.- I:.j:m:. _L_i;m;”m'lr

No. Each class that contends for power aims at influa;m¢;n - aﬂr ;f.:sx.
its side the broad masses of the people. Consequently the bnugr nd _’ltﬂ:ng t.“
very small in number, aims to bring the broad masses of them{:ﬂf . n:h_us
political party b?" claiming that it is fighting for their interests p.:n: @ ||.'|tl:|- its
the masses it will try to taint its political programme and plm : T:ddttral::t
“jand reform™, “Democracy”, “nationalism™, etc. As to T..,::tha sk
labouring masses, above all the proletariat, will be rallied Iy the bo EF_ _lh.e
dependent on the degree of class consciousness of the workin ﬂl::fzﬂ zm i
political consciousness of the working people in general. Hugwwer :n b
bourgeois party the masses who have become its members exercise no manv
within it and are called upon only during times of election and E:?
threatening bourgeois rule or existence ie., in cases where m:.,,:
confrontation and dying has to be done the bourgeoisie calls and “relies” on
the masses who are the members or followers of its political party.

On the other hand, the working class party—as the vanguard of the working
elass and all working peoples—thrives on the conscious, active and
uniterrupted participation of its members. And in general, all those who
accept the party’s political programme? is well as its rules and regulations and
participate fully in the organizaiton’s activities become members of the
working class party. And this includes individuals issued from the national
bourgeoisie as well as feudal backgrounds. When such people betray their
class land betraying the bourgeois and feudal class is good) and fully accept
the working class party’s political programme, ideology as well as rules and
regulations they can be considered as members of the working class party.

To conclude then: Each party—be it the bourgeois or the working class
party —strives to gain the leadership of the masses in ther majority. Which one
of the two succeeds is a matter that is decisive for the success or the failure of
the revolution.

(B) A working class party is a party that struggles to gain state power.

The state is an instrument by which one class oppresses another. The
bourgeoisie uses the state power to perpetuate its dictatorship over the
labouring masses, to oppress and exploit them. On the other hand, the
working class aims at establishing the dictatorship of the proletariat and
suppressing all exploiters and by assuring the liberation of the
masses. . .consequently bring about the withering away of the state.

That is why the question in every proletarian revolution becomes that of
state power—a state power that can be taken by the working class mainly
through a violent revolution. Thus any party which calls itself a working class
party but forgets the question of state power or shuns from taking it violently
and instead bases its main stretegy of taking power—if it all—through peaceful
means, through parliamentary struggles, etc., is not a working class party but
a reformist appendage of the ruling classes. Far the working class the question
of power is fundamental, of number one prioirty and as this political power
grows out of the barrel of a gun the working class must grip and keep the gun

firmly in its hands. Thus—the seizure of political power by armed force—is
the central task and highest form of revolution.

Therefore, to recognize or not 1o recognize that the state is a form of
violence, that the bourgeois state [in Ethiopia the feudo-bourgeois comprador
state] must be destroyed by force and the necessity of the suppression of the
exploiting classes by the state of the dictatorship of the proletariat lin
Ethiopia—at this stage—by the peoples’ democratic state of the dictatorship
of the revolutionary classes led by the proletariat] is the main factor that
distinguishes a genuine working class party from all other partier.l. v

(C) A working class party has its own ideology. This is Marxism-Leninism.

We have said that the working class party is a class party and that in order
to safeguard the general interests of the working class and working panpl_a it
will have to lead the masses, to take state power through a violent revolution,
smash the reactionary state machinery, establish its own dictatorship and
suppress the ruling class. But in order to carry out the reuulmipn* to
transform social relations, to destroy the old order and build a new society —a

new life—the working class needs to have a political ideology.

7. The ultimate aim stated being the creation of a communist sOCIELY.

with national and religious labels such as Libyan

8. Note the various “socialisms” : _ ;
Baas (socialism), Christian socialism, elc

socialism. 1dam socialism, African socialism,
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[ | characteristics. N . -
“pieboitai In all class societies every ideology is

al Marxism-Lenimism I$ [partisan. tie:
ari:lq':mn i.e., belongs 10 a definite class. The bourgeois ld-ﬂﬂlﬂ.w Serves ﬂ._'e
:uurgenisie 'u-.g same with that of the feudalists. Communism openly admits

the partisan nature of all ideology in class society and asserts H'lalt ml_llﬂﬂ'luni%t
ideology serves only the working class and the 'i"f"l_“'k’“!l POORLS-TINGY, 1t
stands opposed to the attempt of the bourgeoisie to present bourgeois
ideclogy as “objective”, “an ideology serving all people and the entire
nation”, etc., it consistently and incessantly exposes and opposes all varieties
of bourgeois ideology masquerading as revolutionary or socialist. I{:Il_mlngical
struggle is a form of class struggle and working class ideclogy —as the ideology
of the working class and serving the interests of the working people—fights
feudo-bourgoeis, imperialist ideology in all its forms.

b) Marxism-Leninism is scientific. Marxism-Leninism is the first ideology
ever to appear in history that serves the working class and all working peoples
and not the exploiting classes. It is scientific and revolutionary. It correctly
reflects objective reality and expresses the vital needs of society’s material
life. As such it is opposed to all religions and idealist world outlooks which
distort the state of affairs.

As a theory communism is the expression of the position of the proletariat
in class struggle [outside the class struggle socialism is either a hollow phrase
or a naive phrase], and the summation of the conditions necessary for the
emancipation of the proletariat. Theoretically it is based on dialectical and
historical materialism.

1 MafxismLemnism scientifically shows us the nature of capitalism and

imperialism and serves us as a tool in the battle against the oppressive systems

and classes. Marxism-Leninism teaches us how to discern beneath the pall of

rooted customs, political intrigues, feudal obscurantism, “complicated” laws,

::;rmi;r:;t; e:ui:‘:::::;:ﬂ ifasls slrfuy'_qfe between the g-rn!:mniad classes in all
B Beatiat which ke’ ox “:;“ﬂ ":L monopoly capitalist, etc.) and the
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tuation of the given country —take Ethiopia as an example —dos
to feudalize Marxism-Laninism or to “Amharize" it with extra m.:..:?-.:::r::;:

and vigor. Mather, it means “no revision of the fundamental
communism but no dogmatism sither.” Marxism-Leninism is ;:?n'::“.:;

¢ static; that ks why It is consistently being enri
;,mhunhlm of our time. It should I:: "‘“ﬂ-:l:n:hﬂ:r: by

Leninivm’s sclentific nature is organically combined with jus p.::“_
nature~in the service of the working class and all working people, It does “:1
like bourgeois ideology, n:lim o be sbove or supra-class, - )

c) Another sspect ol working class ideol i
fundamental interests of the working class of llln:umu::ur:p::tz:i;‘;h‘::
pationality. Its supreme principle is the solidarity, cooperation and mutual
aid of the working class and all the working peoples of all nationalities, from
sll countries in the struggle for peace, democracy, national independence and
socialism. Marxism-Leninism is opposed to the oppression of any nationality
by another (it recognizes the right of all nutionalities to self-determination
including secession). At the same time it is opposed staunchly to bourgeois
nationalism which tends to foster its own narrow—and by definition
exclusive—national and oppress other minorities or continue to exploit the
working peoples by dividing them,

Marxism-Leninism considers the working class and working peoples of all
nationalities and countries as one, with the same fundamentsl interests.
Hence, the slighest retreat from internationalism to nationalism means
departing from the class standpoint of the proletariat and going over to that
of the bourgeoisie. Fight chauvinism (i.e., to recognize the right of
nationalities to self-determination including secession), fight oppression of
nationalities but fight narrow (bourgeois) nationalism also. In short fight to
realize the historic call "'workers of the world and oppressed nations, unite.”

dl Marxism-Leninism is the most humane of all ideologies, +Feudo-
-bourgecis ideclogy is oppressive, exploitative, anti-mas and hence,
anti-human. It is based on ruthless exploitation of the working peoples.
Marxism-Leninism is based on lofty ideals. It is the ideclogy of the working
class and aims to introduce genuine human relation between peoples and
between nations, to end all kinds of exploitation of man by man, to abolish
war, to achieve eternal peace on earth and to free and happy life for all the
oppressed peoples, i.e., creation of a communist society.

(D) A working class party is a solidly united organization based on
democratic centralism, strict discipline and practising criticism and
self-criticism, 9

What does a solidly united organization mean? It means that it is
monolithic, one, united. There cannot be factions within a working class
party. All members are united around the party and its programme, all accept
the ideology of Marxism-Leninism. This, however, does not mean that there
will not be differences in view among the party members. That there are

differences and contradictions is an aspect of the party’s political life but
these differences and contradictions will be duly discussed (in accordance
with the situation and following the party’s procedures, rules and regulations)
and ironed out. The discussion starts from the basis of unity and is based on
Marxism-Leninism; criticism and self-criticism is actively practised. However,
it will be a grave and fatal error if the members’ views are to be suppressed or
given no due weight on the pretext of absolute unity or monolithism.
Different views should at all times be presented; po suppression can be
allowed. What is forbidden is the formation of factions, groups or
cliques—within the party—around these views and thus threaten the cohesion
and unity of the party. In this respect, discipline and democratic centralism

play an important role.

’ 9. For a discussion of democratic centralism, criticism and self-criticism and
disicpline see “Notes on Revolution and Organization™ pages 20-22 and pages 31-33,
Mimeographed December, 1971,
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The mass line governs the party’s evey aspect of activities and to forget
this or to pay lip service to it (and instead rely on a talantac; educaten = or
wdedicated” few) will bring the total isolation and impotence of the working
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class party. o, il , x - .
(F) A working class party 13 internationalist. It practices proletarian

internationalism. This stems from the fact that the fundamental interests of
the working class and all working peoples of the world are one. There are no
frontiers in the struggle of the working class to end the exploitation of man
by man. The struggle of the working class and working peoples of all
countries supplement one another. Proletarian internationalism is a duty, an
unavoidable necessity and what actively animates a working class party. The
working class which has no country and no frontiers opposes all kinds of
chauvinism and narrow nationalism, and counters the bourgeoisie demagogic
cries of “nationalism™ by the rallying call of internationalism “workers of the
world and oppressed nations unite,”

Before we conclude our enumeration of the general characteristics of a
working class party (and these are not the only important ones but are the
ones we need 1o help us understand a working class party as “opposed” to
mass organizations), we would make a short distinction between a clandestine
working class party and a working class party of the “mass type.”

The clandestine working class party is also referred to as a cadre type
working class party. It is the kind of party that can exist and survive in
countries like Iran, Thailand, Greece, Brazil, Ethiopia where the ruling class is
:!lthE}r aT:m.": and barbarian or anti-democratic (or even the bourgeois
‘:ﬁe t:: ;;E;Zt- :‘::;z u:::erg;nund,fsm::h a party will be extremely select
disciplined ; : professional revolutionaries), extremely
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MASS ORGANIZATIONS

Whatare the genm::tl :nharatll:utarlistics of mass organizations? mn,
: . a iv P
anﬂlﬂi?f::: umlad:upp;f “_':1& :ﬂ?igz':ﬁxlr:';:nltmn. A mass organization is
an organizatt : rs of various classes or a clas

ho have come together f’" the basis of a common trade or Sy 5

1.I|I'[ them are engaged in, or due to a common mmmﬂ_:ﬂ&.n 'that.al'l
:-'ufess"ﬂ'?‘" or otherwise {religious, for example)—that all of PP i
have. THiS is a genurail daf:mtmn_ and thus we need to make furth

clarifications and enplﬁnat_mns to achieve exactitude and precision er

(A) A mass organization does not aim to seize power AN &
organize @ new society accordingly. This is because of the Y a

= 5 . nature
composition and I'GIIE ﬂf. thalmass organizations. More specifically: :

1] A mass organization I1s a special interest organizati EAL )
the special interests of the members and does not seze st::.:l::::z? :;:E:rﬂ:g
s new society. This is the task of political parties. Even in the case where mﬂ;
organizations are nlutn.gh‘r. Pll:lltlf:al or from the outset political as in the case
of the mass organizations directly associated with or formed by the united
¢ront le.g. The Women’s Union for Liberation and the Peasants’ Association
¢or Liberation of the FNL of South Vietnam) in the sense that they accept
the political programme _Df t_hﬂ united or liberation front, we cannot say that
the different mass organizations are_atternpting to seize power. Power can be
seized only by one or the other social class and the political party that serves
one or the other class can be said to be fighting to seize power. It is in this
sense that we state that it is the political parties within the liberation front
that are attempting to seize power by employing the strategic tool of the
united front. 10

2) A mass organization does not have a class or a political ideology. It
comprises of members with conflicting ideologies, ideas, tendencies, ete. How
can such an organization be at the helm of society, at the helm of the
labouring masses? How can it lead the masses when itself, it remains in
conflict and disunited ideologically?11 etc., etc.

Hence only a class or the political party of a class can take state power as
the representative of the specific social class.

(B) Mass organizations do not have a political ideology or a scientific
world outlook. This is closely linked with the nature and limited, defined,
specialized tasks of the mass organizations. The majority of the members of a
miass organization may be under the inlfuence or adherents of one ideology or
another, but on the whole the mass organization does not have a specific
[class] ideology. Let us explain through examples:

1) Trade Unions—Any worker in the particular trade or industry who
understands the need to unite for the struggle against the employers joins or
can join the trade union; it is on this basic minimum that all unite within the
trade unions. Hence, we can find in a trade union members with conficting
ideologies. The basis of unity being the need to unite to fight for their
specific interests as employees against employers. The question of which
ideology will prevail among the majority depends on the degree of activity of
the various political parties (bourgeois or working class) amidst the members
of the trade unions.

2) the student unions—In general, all students who understand the need to
unite to fight for their specific interests as students (better lodging, student
participation in school administration, academic freedom, freedom to form

associations and unions, etc.) join the student unions. _

However, in the case of Ethiopia, the student movement has_hruhen this
“student interest keeping” shell and turned political i.e., anti-feudal and
anti-imperialist. But to be anti-feudal and anti-imerpialist does not mean 1o
have a political ideology, for anti-feudalism and anti-'rn'-pmlﬂ"_‘im i3 not an
ideology (and specific to a certain class) nor is it an all-round scientific world
outlook. It is is merely a basic minimum, a platform around which students
with all shades of political ideology {ranging from Marxist-Leninists to those

word a United l'ronl is itsell a mass
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d.mmmmni:n claiming that his resolution has m:-tr E!_:_ o
from otation of the democratic principles of the UIEH
also a

: : inism, however,

: ion is not Marxism-Leninism, Tich
o e oty g (03 0
=l Kiaks

their views §n-!ungt$: TheaTz:“‘“ be avoided, i.e., the Mar xist-Leninists have
=and s 5.8 1o spread Marxism-Leninism among the members
the duty—inescapable duty—10 5P ideology adopted by the majority of
—the struggle to get Ones s d to forget this is to act in a feudal
members is a democratic struggle an : o torge S e
oo iolate the basic principle of the unio
authoritarian w:wiand to viola i) omian wha Undletstandhe ke
.:'H e wmm;:;.:;ﬂ;:,:; a:tain equality and emancipation. As such
;:'llll.:fgl::ii“:f?:':; can be menﬂ:;rs just like proletarian or ;_masant_ women.
The basis for the union is not Marxism.l.ﬂnl'ﬂism but the desire to fiﬂ“‘. male
chauvinism and all forms of exploitation of women. Thus all _thn.-.a WOmen
who do not accept the Marxist-Leninist analysis on mﬂ‘lﬂPPFﬂ“m“ of women
and the road for their emancipation may, can and will be members of the
union. It is sufficient that all unite on a minimum. As to ﬂif: :strugglﬂ for
predominance of one ideology over all others within the union—it is a struggle
that continues for long in all broad mass organizations.13
To conclude then:
—mass organizations do not have a class or political ideology
—mass organizations unite members on the basis of specific interests or a
certain minimum without any requirement of adoption of any class ideology
—even under socialism broad mass organizations like trade unions do not
have as their basis Marxism-Leninism but continue to accept non-
—Marxist-Leninists as members just as they accept communist party members
—failure to understand what is the basis of the union will lead to
confusion, ultra-leftism, sectarianism, isolation and impotence
—that Marxism-Leninism is not the basis for the unions does not mean that
revolutionary members of a mass organization should neglect their duty to do
political work and disseminate Marxist-Leninist ideology.
[C) A mass organization is not an organization serving the definite full
interests of a specific class (i.e., as a class taken in its entirety). As 1ts name

implies a mass organization is an organization of the mass as distinct from an
organization of a specific class Let us elaborate.
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1) A trade uUmion 15 2 Mass org i

u,gam,{alinn o ikd Sraking ekt a"dju.::::::::.Iml;rlp;f:-r!::nl il i85 a mass
usally organized either by trade (e.q.. Trade Union :L Xy 'trl-ultlll UnEGn 1%
profession (e.g.., Trade Union of Teachers) or ity t;:t:ji. ﬂmkar-.!.
Railway Workers, Tradc Union of Minders, Trade Union of :: nion of
Industries, etcl. It is not organized on a class basis. The aim .ft-r{:nhnmmnl
upion 15 10 safeguard the special interests (which are above uﬂnﬂ: gach trade
members. Membership 15 exclusive to the trade, pmh_,“mﬁ i "m:ﬂmm of its
despite the fact that teachers, on the whole, belong to the pett "“m"" Thus,
class, no other petty bourgeois, except a teacher, can join th.la- T:-a:h- EIT;-;:J::II';
Union. And E'l"EI'I. though miners are members of the s rking ,-m““:n r:_;.f_
worker except miners can join the Miners’ Trade Union, And “; 4= "n :;: :;
mumber‘ihlp is not on a class basis but on trade, professional or Im-dm::lui
basis.

2) The same holds true for the student organizations, The membersh
the student unions 15 not on a class basis—all students, no matter their 'F: )
origin or background—can join the student urganizat'iﬂns for the ri:‘i::L
purpose of these organizations is to protect the ihiEres;s of EIU;EHH :
students. And no one but studeats can join the student unions 1‘;

3]'_ The same holds true for the women's organization—which is a ma
organization whose membership is open to all women of the various c1as,5:;:
who agree to come together on the basis of keeping their interests as women
fighting for their equality against male chauvinism, oppression S
expluitatilun, And no one who is not a woman can ;nin the women's
organization.

4) Even in the case of mass organizations of either a social or religious
nature (e.g., Mahiber, Haimanote Abew, Wollamo-Sodo Meredaja, Mahber
ete.) the ground for membership is not the class background of the indivmuaﬂ
as the basic aim is not to protect the interests of a particular class but the
defined common interests of all the members coming from various classes.

Hence, mass organizations are not class organizations {in the way political
parties can bel, but specialized, interest-keeping organizations of the mass.
However, this does not mean:

a) that the various mass organizations cannot unite on the basis of a bigger
programme. Trade unions do unite to form a federation or confederation of
trade unions—embracing the whole nation, 1., a nation-wide confederation
of trade unions—so as to keep their interests in common as working people.
And various mass organizations can unite under a united front. For example,
the NLF of South Vietnam includes some of the following mass
organizations: the Peasants’ Association for Liberation, the Trade Union
Federation for Liberation, the School and College Students for Liberation,
the Women's Union for Liberation, Association of Former Resisters,
Committee for Solidarity with the Peoples of the U.S., Committee for

Afro-Asian Solidarity, etc.

b) that the task of mass organizations should be only economic or social,
and never political. To keep mass organizations away from politics (i.e.,
revolutionary politics) is what the ruling class wants. But for the working
class and its party the contrary is trug—as it aims to involve the various mass
organizations in the political struggle. In this respect the working class party
fights trade unionism which excludes the political struggle, and calls for a
closer relationship of the trade unions with the working class party, for lralr!e
unions can serve—apart from consolidating and developing the economic
struggle—as a very important auxiliary to political agitation and reuuluti_nnar*.r
organization. The trade unions can and must serve as the economic and
political school of the working peoples. = _

In short, we must fight all attempts to render mass organizations .lhke
trade unions, student unions, women’s unions, ete.) as merely economic of
social. At the same time One should realize the specific nature ‘f"f the mass
organizations and thus engage in cautious, patient and i‘fitﬂmﬂ"::_al"'uu'f'd
politicization of the members, i.e., to make mass organizations pﬂ’r!tll'_?ﬂﬂ- This,
however, does not mean that we skillfully and effectively politicize the
members of mass organizations with an aim ‘tc- | change the mass
organization(s) into a working class party. No. The aim is 10 make the mass

. - smbers 15 more

14. That Ethiopian Ciudent Unions gbroad accept non-students as '“-'".]!?1:1':::1.1 of the
of an exception—rather than the rule—that has its roots in the 11:_1-";:;:1‘:]11:-311.13
Ethiopian student movement and especially of the student unions OUISIE -
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5 is to change the mass org .
" {Il'll; :hat once the basis for unity, the nature and task of the mass

' i difference and nature of
jzati i tood, as well as their dif .
organizations s well unders | . i
rﬂ'r19|';lﬁ-l:ll'l'£hi[.: with the working class party :1ear!v mal:chl_efll Fan;;,;m_ﬁ
members of the mass organizations should engage in the politicization of a

mh{c[;].m:l::rsm:rganimlim\s are not ha!:ir.all'r animated I.'n‘_-’it proletarian
internationalism. Proletarian internationalism stems _imn‘_- _the undamer!tal
dentity of the interests of the working class of al!_ nn_tu:mahtum and countries.
Proletarian internationalism is the guiding principle of _thn Cl::rnmum_st
movement and is based on Marxism-Leninism. Only the working class land its
party) can be a true internationalist. Thus mass organizations E:emq
interest-keeping organizations, “specialized,” localized, not representing a
class in its entirety, not having Marxist-Leninist ideology cannot be
internationalist. 19 (i.e. due to its nature, basic composition, task, ideology,
maore exactly non-ideology).

(E) Structurally mass organizations are generally characterized by their
broadness, amorphous nature, lack of centralism, absence of requirement of
strict discipline and strict secrecy. Mass organizations may or may not
practice criticism and self-criticism.

We must be aware by now that all the subsequent differences that a mass
organization has with the working class party issues mainly from the
difference that exists as to their basic nature, compostion, guiding principles
and tasks. That is why the tasks and nature of the mass organizations affect
their structure also. This holds true even in the case of secretly established
trade unions where the structure is characterized by more “amorphority”,
etc., as compared to a clandestine working class party.

Finally let us give certain examples of mass organizations in Ethiopia as
well as another country, South Vietnam.

Ethiopia: Mass Organizations—Mahiber, Idir YMCA, YWCA, Wolamo
Sodo Meredaga Mahber, USUAA, various high school student unions
E;'i'*“-‘-wﬂl_'- W:hmen's Welfare Association, Teacher's Association, various uaﬁ;

ons ' PR :

Mutual-;u.?d P:asacrﬁﬂfﬂ:;::?mgf "f:hgman Laborers Unions {CELIT.H.
B wrod s sl e Gosso, Haimanote A]_:mw, Temiro
paca ind police force Soliders” wives Meredaga Mahiber, Support

I';i"l‘lltt&& for Sol .:f ders in Ogaden16 ete, ;

wetnam. the followi sl
e }?_ F_g:::?marir .;:iTii;n mass organizations of the South

ciation of Writers and Artists for

internationalism, peralist country should not be confused with proletarian
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Liberation, Association of Peasants for the Liber:

Association of Former Resisters, Amﬂman-:ji“;;:::}:: g::::né b
Journalists, Association of Patriotic Buddhists, Association of i
Dedicated to God and the Fatherland, Committee for 1:11;:- [}"{ of Catholics
Psace, Committee for the Protection of Women and Children Lt;nm of Workd

We can note the variety of the mass organizati _
be made to exist. The FNL of South uif:n;.:tfﬁiih::;;”ul' M‘:mh“n s
and many ::rth_n:r mass organizations as well as three ﬂﬂliticzlﬂ 1 .r.-:.lhme
Radical Socialist Party, rallying patriotic intellectuals: Frigign mrt!es. the
of the national bourgeoisie; and the Revolutionary People’s P""““"““; Party
of the working class. The RPP is the vanguard of the Suua:'-.w,.the party
Revolution. th Vietnamese

TP Conclusion

This paper has briefly attempted to show the di |
class party and mass organizations. The task is t::::.e:aezii::iplb::}wn?: e
that can be exhaustively discussed in so short a paper. We feel we h:r is it one
modest beginning. Let all revolutionaries intesify the discussion an ;E made a
on this issue. It is vital. And one of the major ililiamerits Gfrisja;m
discussion will be a deep research into the various mass organizations Eth :
exist in Ethiopia—especially the ones formed by the peoples of tha
nationalities in rural Ethiopia. ples of various

Such work will help our discussion, will help us undertake the task of
politicization more effectively and professionally as well as deepen our own
understar!ding of the nature and tasks (and limitations) of the mass
organizations.

As students we should be concerned with strengthening the ESM—and
strengthening it in an all-round way. Broad basis for unity, then intensified
politicization within the unions. This is the only way we can fight the
enemies of the Ethiopian peoples as well as all those within our own
movement who try to subvert and weaken the ESM. It is in this respect that
we say all those who proclaim the student movement Marxist-Leninist want
to make the Ethiopian Student Unions serve as “exclusive social clubs,™ or
incapacitate the ESM by assigning it the burdensome and historic role of a
working class party {a task it never can peform) are deeply in error and hence,
should be criticized vigorously and corrected.

EL EMENTARY NOTES ON REVOLUTION AND ORGANIZATION

Qur country is living through the most savage period of its history. We lead

the nations of the world as regards hunger and malnutrition. We are a people
with the lowest average national standard of living in the world, We are a
people that toils from dawn to dusk but go hungry, barefoot and in rags. We
are a people victimized by endemic diseases. Malaria, cholera, typhus, small
pox, etc. claim thousands of victims every year. Infant mortality, at 60% is
one of the highest in the world. Our life expectancy is 35 years. Our cultural
level is abysmal. llliteracy is the lot of 95% of the population. Millions of
school age children do not have the opportunity to go to school. Secondary,
technical and university education is a privilege. The discrepancy in
educational opportunities between the capital and the province and between
the town and the countryside increases with every passing year. The
discrimination in education practiced on the children of various nationalities
increases as more and more emphasis is put in giving opportunity to children
of the dominant Amhara nationality. Law and justice remain a dead letter as
the entire administration and judiciary is in the pay of the autocracy. The
human dignity of the humble (common man) is continually abused. Police
brutality is an everyday occurrence. Arbitrary arrest, torture, fﬂrmlful.
extraction of ‘confessions’, illegal detention and imprisonment and execution
are too common. Our law is the law of the policeman’s whip and the
hangman’s noose. Our peoples enjoy ne freedom or any kind of equality.
Bourgeois freedom without equality or opportunity means freedom for the
exploiters. The parliamentary system is simply a caricature of popular
sovereignity and serves only the ends of the exploiters.

The Parliament is a farce that gives opportunity for a few g,'EEd"'r peopls 1o
fatten their wallets at the masses’ expense. Popular suffrage Is also a farce as
the feudalists and their servants control the electoral mar:i_une and as even
these “elected” can hardly do anything. The feudo-bourgeois state keeps ﬂUl;
People in subjugation by all possible means in order to pursue the interesis 0
imperialism, the big landlords and big bourgeoisie.
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through a very serious Crisis. "% signs of degeneracy are becoming more
drunkardness and other VIGes fafn ting the youth. Delinquency 5 on the
widespread and par[mul.all"!-' ﬂ_ &:hﬂ ?niustici' permeating the economic and
increase; the reason for It-m:n:: the example of corruption and unpunished
S“ﬂl':_iﬂ1 structure of Ethlﬂp‘l.ﬂ 3 clsscht or the holders of power.
delinguency set by the privileged c'a - i O ntry has been sold

And everyday imperialism strengthens its grip. g T b f
1o the Americans and Israelis who have mitallred their military Dases o
aggression on our soil. The Americans and Israelis totally control the army,
the police and the security organs of Ethiopia, and they GlitGetang SUPALASS
the repression of the masses. Through the system of loans our country is
finding itself mortgaged or sold to the United States. The misappropriation of
mines, land, industries, tra nsportation, trade, banks, etc. by the United States
and other imperailist countries continues at an inl:rea.sirjg pace. Tl'lae wealth !:_tf
our country is robbed—with the help of the Ethiopian feudalists and big
bourgeoisie—by the United States, Israel, Britain, Italy, ‘West” Germany,
Japan, etc.

All national activities such as education, agriculture, medical care, post and
telegraph, production, labour union organization, the press, national defense,
politics, economics, etc. are filled, controlled and run by imperialist personnel
mainly American. These new Italians, new fascists called American and Israeli
have mapped and remapped the terrains of our country, sent their spies
throughout the country, spread their reactionary and decadent cultures,
increased their moral and material aid to the Ethiopian autocracy, prepared
invasion plans of our country and are doing all other things that bring misery
to our people.

Truly, our country is a neo-colony of American imperialism. The
imperialists” and feudalists’ dominations coalesce in the feudal structure of
the economy (agriculture essentially). No limit is set to the accumulation of
land. 1% of the population owns 90% of the cultivable land. The majority of
the farmers are serfs who are required by law (“Civil’’ Code Art. 2991) 1o
hand in 75% of their produce. The peasants are slaves and are required to

render Persunﬂl ss.*fvit:& to the feudalists. Extremely archaic methods of
:ﬁnﬂﬁtﬂzgp:;d;n;;::::l:gig::::ur& The political and judicial authorities
g A t the expense :nf the Peasantw. The Church, a

g landowner itself, spreads its obscurantist philosophy to mystify the
p&asantw,l and to justify exploitation as “‘ordained by God'' while presenting
:t}l:;:::ﬂh::;rtl as] ;;:Eﬂ of God.” lt.in:mkes a “crusades”-like campaign in

e lands of Moslems, animists or oppressed nationalities.

Em!::_:zng:r.r:xupll::natnun1 and ignorance perpetuated by the large landowners
L an?d ot ;"F‘-‘P y of cheap workers to foreign-owned factories,
keading dowrmard, e cuitural plantations. The country's economy is
e : t;nu;a.rd: disaster as huge sums of money are spent on the
B wioikin [: e Army needed to suppress fighting peasants,
i E:L; ents. The country’s treasury is almost empty due to
on importing | O" Tunds by the ruling class which spends a lot of money

g luxury goods or hoards huge sums of money in foreign banks.
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the economy is threatened, the more and uts in foreign banks, the more

money the ruling class will e s :3395 the peasants have to pay, the more
impoverishment of the masses steal, and so on resulting in the perpetual
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jon of national industry or 1 _

stagnation © merciloss plundering

of Amarican and other foreign businessmen. In all Sh ﬂlhnl;he
wealth comes from landed property € big

public funds flourishes under the protection of
of the feudal systam.

The very small national bourgeoisie (the fow whose jnter
i ﬁ:‘p::J: s powerless, shackled by the

urgeoisie, the Teudalists and imperialism, T i
::mﬂ merchants, and manufacturers, hm;zr':::::;h:u:!g::;ne COm posed
etc. is becoming progressively impoverished; potential areas of T' i:umm'
are blocked and it is oppressed by the big landowners, big bouraen. .
imperialism. The peasantry remains the largest and m;:ut dbprivﬁ“;n g
Ethiopia; it forms the basis of the social pyramid and is exploitod. abuses - 4
subjected to all types of sufferings. The working clses. its nun':h.g used a!!'H:I
due to the influx of an impoverished Peasantry, is 2 it I::n mr:llul-rg
imperialist and feudal exploitation; it is subjected to racial discrim; tl'"mm'
economic exploitation by the foreign capitalists, It receives famT:uIT =
employment is restricted and the unemployed and/or underemployed swcl|
the labor pmll thizubv bringing wages of workers down. Its attem ts.:
struggle for minor impravement in its working conditions (wages mtul:anl::
social security, protéction from accidents, better living places, etc.) have beer,
crushed with inhuman ferocity by the Ethiopian fascist puli:m ar;r.l A 1I!n
addition, bureaucratic leaders and traitors to the working class rleaﬂ: n';
CELU) restrict the working class’s struggle and slow down the process
whereby it becomes the class conscious vanguard of the revolution

Who then can deny that our country is living through the n'-..;.“ savage
period of its history, that it is on the brink of disaster, that bankruptey is
staring it in the face, that despite all palliatives, all attempts to smooth things
over and all the propaganda the country, as a whole, is poised over the
abyss?!

History presents us with an inescapable dilemma: either we accept our
duty as Ethiopians, our mission to save the country whatever the sacrifice
called for, or we become accomplices, whether active or passive, in the
exploitation and oppression of our people.

Many are thos

Many are those that will choose the easier way, the way of indifference,
that which consists in swimming with the tide, in letting everything go to
blazes, so long as one s alright oneself. This is the way of individualism,
egoism, acceptance of privilege, betrayal of the legitimate aspirations and
interests of the laboring masses. We revolutionary workers, peasants, soldiers,
students and intellectuals are opposed to these types of people. We stand for
armed struggle against feudalism and imperialism.

We choose armed struggle knowing it to be the most difficult, the one that
calls for the greatest sacrifices, the one that most infuriates the feudalists and
imperialists, but at the same time the one that constitutes the highest form of
the popular struggle, the one that shatters the skepticism, fatalism, defeatism,
obscurantism, fear and deception that have afflicted the masses, the one that

brings all the positive qualities of the masses at present submerged under
corruption, exploitation and injustice, the one that restores the feelings of
national pride and confidence, a bright future, the one that is the only reply
to the reactionary violence of the ruling class. We choose armed struggle

because it is the only way that leads the broad masses of the people (led by
the working class) to power,

Our revolutionary movement is under way now at a time when the world
i5 passing through the most revolutionary phase in its history, when_ thu
colonialist chains are being snapped in Asia and Africa, when the socialist
world is expanding and growing stronger and when the struggle for the
liberation of the people is reaching its climax in all the mmmnm‘js,

Internally our revolutionary movement is under way at a time when the
ruling class is wrecked by various crises, when the peasantry is up fighting
against serfdom, national oppression and religious dismiminat.lun* when our
manual and office workers are increasingly becoming radicalized, when the
Young in our schools and universities are strengthening their reu-::'lut_nunaw
consciences, taking an active part in the peoples’ struggles and contributing
their share of blood that is needed to sweep away the feudalists, big
h-uurgmiiic, the Ameican and lsraeli imperialists and all reactionaries from

the soil of our country.
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destruction and death. It is not destruc Ehns |
. nd the blood that is shed is like the placenta that
B a.ndt::::.;“; of life. Above all the revolution is the expression of
:ﬁ:ﬂ ::E:lle;{ the masses. Once they have tried every PE:?E{:: mf_'a“‘ ::
implementing their demands and have been frustrated by the I'-'“ ity '3m
the violence of their enemies, the labouring masses resort to violence as the
only and necessary means of getting what they want. .

And for all its appearnace of disorder, the reunl_uuun is nnt g’.mrdarly or
blindly spontaneous, but is {and should bel led, with a s:::e.r:_nm: knowledge
of society and with the precise guidance of main fur:_;es. a.ille:s and reserves,
based on the most possible correct estimate of a given situation.

Wherever there is revolution you will find its friends on one side and its
enemies on the other. Therefore, the settlement of the question: Who are the
enemies? Who are our friends? is of primary importance for the revolution. A
revolutionary party is the guide of the masses, and no revolution ever
succeeds when the revolutionary party leads them astray. To avoid going
astray and to ensure definite success in our struggle, we must pay close
attention in uniting with real friends in order to attack our real enemies.
Knowledge of the real enemy helps us to concentrate our attacks on him and
to rout him out at each stage of the revolution. To distinguish real friends
from real enemies we must make a general analysis of the economic status of
the various classes (in Ethiopia) in order to be able to know their respective
attitude towards the revolution waged by the labouring masses.

Who is the enemy of the Ethiopian masses?

There are those who say that the enemy is Haile Selassie, a bloodthirsty
autocrat who passes bad laws and make decisions harmful to the people; who
::f;d’ ::“ ::9 kmﬂln;'ld*f and foreign capitalists and turns his back on the

¢ when they complain . ..
B e 3y It is the feudalists (big landlords) who are the enemy. They own
Ioaie st af led Wil 1t e b ot a] e e
terrorize the peasants, etc. . e peasantry, they hire civilian guards to

Some others claim it is the government ministers who are the enemy. They

are corrupt, they extort and embezzl -
E m
bureaucratic. . . oney, they are idle and

theﬂ::e':::“f‘t'"”“’ that it is the Church [essentially the High Clergy) that is
Lo arlxd mu::;si 30% of the culh_wabte land, it exploits the peasantry, it
Eodiiting dafeaian the peasants with its unenlightened preachings thereby

g defeatism into their minds and it justifies oppression and

exploitation as “ordained by God™
as “elect of God™. . . ¥ God" and presents the oppressors of the peoples

Many more persist
that the Arm :
They are the ones with the guns ed Forces and the police are the enemy.

stand up for their rights. Th who shoot down the peoples when they
army and police how could :F- ik, It It were not for the brutal men in the
last for long? aile Selassie, the landlords and their goverment
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W ho then 18 the enemy: In general the enomy is the e wi

ploitation, to the deprivation, 1o the abuse and .m“m.w;ﬁ Says YES 1o
H‘ﬂlﬂ'“"' il f:lElhﬂ 15 any man whao Lys an i an Saaln t- of tho E"'”"_-'H"
Lnuwm sides with the revolutionary peoples .

:-rn!“""-" (v a friend—a revolutionary, while he
i A gy L] 'C-IJ'UII'II'IrIl."l'ﬂIHII-:}l'Im W,
% =

. fically the gnamies of the Ethwopi
h":r::i:-;], tht' big bourgeoisie and the irn::a::;h!:tﬂ;mm are the feudalists (big
Tine feurdalists essentially  these comprise of the Roval Fami

pobihity and high clergy. They own the largest part of the Euhiﬂr-“q;w' the

(90%} and are the main source of the misery and suffering of th vak I|:-. land

the Ethiopian pegples. Thi':lr interest is contrary to that of the E';‘:“Hmnw o

what they want is to maintain their control over the land :v I-::-,:hf since
peasants in servitude, to overexploit the serfs, to secure a high minnl::‘gﬁlh'e
produce and to rent their 'Iﬂlnd!'- at very high prices. The poorer lhﬂl ; 1eir
get, the richer these f[::.ld-'llnlﬂi become. Their happiness is ::-htaim;g a-.-m::
oXpOTISE of the peﬁlf‘!ﬂti sweat, tears and blood. Evidently, the feudal a: L
opposed 1o any social revolution and as they will not ha'n 4 civar 1arl.; r‘fam
power) peacefully, lh'}‘-’ r:::n be liquidated by force. i

The big bourgeosie: i$ i3 a section of the Ethiopi . _

otally dependent on the imperialists. It is aisuﬂﬂ:::suﬁ&zz: th:'; i
hourgeoisie. 1t lives on Amencan aid, on trade with the imperialist cus;m:
and seeks joint investments with foreign capital. It is alien to all notions of
aational interest and is ready to sell itself to the richest imperialist bidder. It
also includes elements from other social classes, such as the big landlords “,'.m
ceek refuge in the larger cities and become bourgeoisie. The most important
spgmant of the big (comprador) bourgeoisie is the bureaucratic bourgeoisie
which fills the government bureaucracy holding managerial or other key
positions in the economy and controlling all the important branches of the
government administration. They use their power to get rich quick through
pillage, embezzlement, speculation, extortion, etc., and help the American
imperialists to make crafty economic penetration through the creation of
“ehare' companies or investments In joint enterprises.

The entire big bourgeoisie—these traitors, agents of imperialism and social
parasites—Is opposed to any social revolution. Its interest is inseverably linked
with that of imperialism—mainly U.5. imperialism. And like the American
imperialists, the Ethiopian big bourgeoisie has to be smashed by foree if a
free, democratic peoples’ Ethiopia is to be established.

Imperialists: By these we mean the foreigners who contrel our economic,
political and social life and whose mlitary presence tramples on us day in and
day out. These are the American, British, ltalian, lsraeli, French, West
German and Japanese imperialists. Of all these enemies, the American and
Israeli imperialists are the most important. But the main enemy—the number

one enemy of the Ethiopian peoples—are th American imperialists.

Why?

(1) Because the American imperialists are the best friends of the enemies
of the Ethiopian peoples. That means they are on the side of Haile Selassie
and his feudo-bourgeois clique thus standing in opposition to the Ethiopian
peoples. In this respect the American imperialists arm, train and advise the
brutal Imperial Army and Police which butcher innocent peasants, workers

and students.

(2) The American imperialists have, through the so-called Mutual Defense
Pact, signed with the traitor Haile Selassie, transported their troops on to
Ethiopian soil and constructed various military bases which threaten the
sovereignty of the Ethiopian peoples. The American soldiers have mapped
and remapped Ethiopia and have prepared invasion plans if peasants and
workers overthrow their puppets (Haile Selassie, the big 'Eeudaii!tts and big
bourgeoisie) and establish a peoples’ democratic Ethiopian republic. A?rea_dv
the American soldiers are committing untold crimes against the Ethiopian
peoples by participating in the repressive government actions against peasant
uprisings, by advising and planning the assassination of student and worker
leaders, ete.

(3) The Americn imperialists have cleverly a
of the Ethiopian economy and impoverish our country by
Fesources, B
4] The American imperialists have, through their “'Peace Gmp.;f
information centers as well as due to their control of the newspapers, racio
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The two struggles—ie,
lism, are interconnectad as th_e ope
These enemies of the Ethiopian
not resign peacefully. Power must

F]ﬂ‘?F'Ie are ruthl olence And no one can ofr 1..'H'I1| do this on behalf of
hem by ¥ :

D G s t do i1t themselves and this is what is essentially
ity is the work of the masses.

pression of the Ethi
be destroyed.

a he mas :
the peoples- T lution
P that the revo 7
meant by the assertion S assentially the working C|-EI'.-'-5.. the poor
And by the masses W sts). The working class and its sure ally

At prie :
FH:: :hi,: motive force of the revolution. They are

revolution is wanted, it 15 imperative that
- ctrengthened, according 10 varying
Lﬂ:;:?:seansestraﬂ T:i“ can take part in the revolution.
: . esientific class analysis shows. that Yot SEHDEIAI R
In E'I:h-t:lpta.‘ sing of small merchants, handicraftsmen, civil servants,
mmw.mf I:a::w:ij:t.:l-ar.:|l professions, intellectuals, college students and school
members o 1:.3”:. S s the workers and peasants. in.facl, a SEFtﬂr of
P Hnthe ctudent population—has already shown its solidarity with the
thu:'law_euples through various demonstrations calling for an end to
WO exploitation, demanding land to the tiller, etc. omai, o
with all sections of the petty bourgeoisie, a strong revolutionary pmpaga.m:!a
and organizational work should be undertaken to counter their c.haf‘fm_e"m':
ndividualism, subjectivism, vacilliation and tendency to fall easy victims to
is and i rialist pro nda.
ml:rﬁl; a ;tl ngmndari {::raﬁ?? all those who have one or afnuthe_r I:u'nd of
contradiction with the big feudalists and big bourgeoisie and Imperistism can
be won over to participate in the revolution against the imperialists, big
feudalists and big bourgeoisie. These are middle (small-owner] peasants, rich
peasants, national bourgeoisie (the small, almost non-existent sector of the
Ethiopian bourgeoisie whose interest is not linked with imperialism) and the
lumpen proletariat (thieves, beggars, prostitutes, shoe shine boys, ete.). And
the existence of national oppression by the Amhara nationality over all others
should also be given its due consideration as it is an important factor that will
increase the number of people that will participate in the worker-peasant
revolution to end feudalist, big bourgeois and imperialist rule as well as all
torms of national &ppres.sian,'l? To sum up then:

ding poor
try constitus
r, if success in the

peasants {inclu
the poor pedasan
not alone, in fac
the worker-peasant

circumstances, with al

—the enemies of the Ethiopian peoples (and hence the targets of the
Ethiopian revolution) are the big feudalists, the big bourgeoisie (essentially
the bureaucratic bourgeoisie), and their imperialist masters (mainly
American).

—the motive forces of the Ethiopian Revolution are the workers, peasants
and urban petty bourgeoisie. The leading force of the revolution is the

working class as it is the most resolute .
- and the most radica i
all social classes. lly revolutionary of

17. Evidently i :
£ 15 not our intenti :
By e ion here - :
society. Practice in the revolution itself is here to give a class analysis of the Ethiopian

lly to the worker-peasant side. This is the only way that can show us which class can
and the national bourgeoisie 1;. o [® More true when we speak of the rich nts
analysis fo the concrete sit uu,-l_ ‘hat is essential is that et Icm peasa
against. feudalism and ation and attempt to unite all forces ha make a concrete
the worker and Door wdf;fﬂhsm. Apart from this we muumnh IS CI umtn:‘. o fight
anti-feudal revolution i I"t'::l \:'!:m 'l-'n:I]l resolutely participate hicmin;ht_l'_thal ks n“ﬂ
comes  to making the pe er¢ is a greater need of B ol nh-ump:c rialist a _
revolutionaries, PELLY - bourgeois and the lump iDﬂdI}lcdu-’:almn i
en proletariat dedicated
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. eask of the Ethiopian Revolution will be to destro
_ghe E‘:ﬂ Thus it will have to carry out a national ”mw‘:-'n:.'ﬂr:l:::r:;;n::
m'IF'f' lists and 2 democratic revolution 1o destroy feudal oppression
Mm“ ks are interrelated. Hence the Ethiopian Revolution will be g
i ol democratic revolution. And it is only through this path of an
pation®. anti-impenialist revolution of the broad masses of the peaples

”ﬁl.ﬂ the working class that Ethiopia can advance towar ds socialism
Hﬂ- ictory of the struggle of the labouring masses against feudalism and

wally strong. The enemies’ strong points are essentially material
fundamen a, well trained troops, high level of organization) while the

[-rﬂl-.!_ strongths are moral and politicel, _” mﬂ. peoples persist in a long,
FW“ cod strugge, the peoples strong points will increase.as they come to
poquire arms, perfect their military knowledge and increase their
,,.pniﬂﬁ"“'l level—to the disadvantage of the enemy. The peoples’ war
against their Oppressors "'ﬂ_“l_ﬂ““m. i 3 just war and will inevitably
sriumph. But to guarantee this '.h‘l.l:"fﬂr'il' in the coming revolution the broad
of Eminpil_ must hn- ?n-lmmud. organized and united. To unite the
peoples against their enemies i3 the primary task. The stronger the uniby the
will the strength be. In order to have unity we must have a common

i'ﬁl'-'-.‘l aim under which we can be united. We need a revolutionary
ization and a m_rra:l programme of action s revolutionary

Id'li'l“ﬂlllﬂ“ can be obtained ﬂﬂt‘y" if we Know how 1o organize and how o

prepare for the class struggle.

Class struggle The history of all hitherto existing societies is the history of
dass struggle. This means that slaves and slave owners, landlords and serfs,
bourgeois and proletarians (working class) have stood (and still stand) in
constant opposition to one another. The reason is that their class interests are
Mﬂﬂ"dwv and irreconcilable. “"What is pﬂd "'DI’ the slaveowner is bad for
the slave, the medicine of the landlord is the poison of the serf, and the
happiness of the bourgeoisie is the misery of the working class.” The class
struggle is resolved only through a revolution—the outcome of which
determines which class shall be the ruling one.

In Ethiopia the feudal landlord class and the big bourgeoisie are the ruling
class. It is their interest that predominates, which means that the peasants
(serfs) and workers are oppressed and exploited. And this oppression and
exploitation is carried out because the ruling class has power. What is the
State? It is essentially the Army, the Police, the courts, the prisons, the
bureaucracy. These serve the ruling class, who in Ethiopia can say that the
Army, the Police, the courts safeguard the interests of the labouring masses.
The fact is that the Army, the Police, the courts and the whole administration
serve the ruing class and act against the basic interests of the working class

and the peasantry. Therefore, the State is an organization by which one class
oppresses another. The Ethiopian feudo-bourgeois state is an organization by
which the feudalists and the big bourgeocisie oppress and exploit the labouring
masses.

It follows then that to liberate themselves from the oppressors the
Ethiopian masses—led by the working class—must smash the feudo-bourgeois
state power (i.e. abolition of the monarchy, etc.) and replace it with a
people’s democractic republic in which the state power shall be utilized in the
interest of the labouring masses.

The labouring masses must destroy the state—the organization of the
feudalists and big bourgeoisie. But can the masses destroy this
feudo-bourgeois organization without themselves getting organized? Scattered

and isolated, can the masses render decisive and destructive blows at the
organized Army and Police? the answer is NO. If the Ethiopian masses—led
by the working class—are to seize power (and they must if they want to put
an end to oppression and exploitation) by destroying the feudo-bourgeois
Slate apparatus it is a must that they GET ORGANIZED. There is no other
way. THE ORGANIZED FORCE OF THE REACTIONARIES CAN

ONLY BE DEFEATED BY THE ORGANIZED FORCE OF THE
REVOLUTIONARY FORCES for material force can only be smashed by
matenal force.
True, the Ethiopian masses have never ceased struggling against the
T_"'dﬂ_'*hﬂiiwil dogs. One has only to cite the uprisings by the peasants of
Er?:r.' Bale, Arussi, Gojjam, Sidamo, etc. the national liberation struggle in
o o ¢ struggle by the Somalis in Ogaden, the strikes and work
downs by workers at Wonji, Akaki, E.A.L. etc. and the numerous

fe
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Empire. But all th

ughout the 1 ste
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d struggles W 1 ¢ that the armed struggle of the peoples lack
: of power—was the fundamental defect of the heroic
sim—the seizure ) . el
the of the Ethiopian pe‘i;:::“d' That is to say there was no ﬂﬂl?rdlnatmn of
truggles were | udents. As such the regime found it

ers and st ' ing it i
1ﬁlmlﬁm‘;r uprising one by one aftee fsclating itn One

t of the masses of other regions. )
s mc:}:ﬂ:ﬂ Tsi_rl.lggles were spontaneous and neither the
: d:ﬁ had any concrete grasp of the reality. They could
IEE‘ : my and as such could not lay down correct

terms this resulted in:

pguples
not determing

strategy and tac
(a) making prema

tics. In practical
ture attacks against the Army A
i tactics tO fight the enemy i€ I ;
b u::nng':i:l!;ﬁ:ri-hit and run, ambushes, surprise attacks, mobile
guerri

i —they resort to conventional war which
raduat build up of forces ;
-;:i::c;:c;; defeat in the hands of the more numerous, well-equipped, and

better trained army- . :
(¢) failure 1O make unity with :::-
regime; failure 1@ make maximum use

ther forces fighting the feudo-bourgeois
of the contradiction within the

nemy camp A i ;
) {d'&'; failure to correctly interpret the situation, to know their short and

long term interests. As such, the rebellious masses are cheated by the
ruling class which pretends to have made a concession to the masses (for
axample, removing or disgracing a hated governor o Police Eh:e_nf} while in
reality laying the ground for their further exploitation and oppression.

The above stated reasons are mainly true of the peasant uprisings. As to
tha workers, their main drawback is their lack of political consciousness
which has limited their struggle to mere fights against individual employers.
That means the workers have not made their struggle a political one, i.e. nota
demand for better working conditions by a fighting call for an end to the
whole feudo-bourgeois system. The student struggle, on the other hand, can
only bear fruit if it joins hands with the workers and peasants.

All these factors being absent, the various struggles of the peoples have not
resulted in the abolition of the monarchy and feudalism and the total
liberation fo the working peoples. In general, the main reason for this is the
absence of a political organization that can politicize the masses, unite them
and prepare them for armed struggle.

The most important reason why we need a political organization is to give
political education to the masses and thus make an organized preparation for
a protracted struggle against the feudalists and imperialists. In Ethiopia where
there has never Hmfﬂd a political party, freedom of speech, assembly or the
press, where feudal ideology reigns supreme over an illiterate population; the
::;:I:“;gﬁ::;?ﬁdtiﬂmn must be extmma_l'y: emphasized. Our peoples are
for teaching the n'hass: most elementary political concepts. Hence the need
SR t:u!:;;ﬂng from the most elementary, patiently working
sl rstand their society and to embrace socialism. If

-and 1t is one of the major tasks that has to be accomplished

for any revolution to succeed—then the ; 2
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conscious Ethiopians who claim that there i5 no need of
_The solution presented by such people is the starting
. immediately by way of installing a small band of

countryside. The peasants are expected to rally to
i This theory is wrong for the following reasons (among

il st the uprising of tha masses must reby on the high tids of
g ytionary CONSCIOUsNess which means that to create guerrilla
e ch solid paramilitary urg_ﬂn'hzatin_n:a and prepare the armed
gro¥ € I, we need first uf all sufficient political and propaganda work
masses and to organizé t_hem. _ |
gt s that non-politicized, non-organized peasantry will not rally
(bl it fﬂ'!?:and of conscious liberators who by necessity will have to come
yrban areas {or at least from areas far from the remote locality

grom the Jerrillas operate) and are alien to the local peasants.
gre the V€T T ot th Ethiopian masses have time and again taken up arms

: s
I:E: it :.'Tﬁrﬂica“'f- and that what they lack are not sharpshooters but
oud

rganizers and political instructors.
ple O that the revolutions that occurred in Russia, China, Vietnam,

. 15 ; = -
[dl it fﬂrﬂemnﬁauy different from that of Ethiopia for the simple fact
of consciousness prevailing in these countries [in their

that the od) was much higher than that prevailing in Ethiopia. Let

Jiberation Pert

lLI,5.;:.al'.'ir:n_raltel--min speaking on the Russian political scene fifteen years before

mﬁgﬁ;&r Revolution of 1917 said, “No other country knew anything even

imating 10 that revolutionary experience, that rapid and varied
aFlr:m:m:u-n of different forms of the movement—legal and illegal, peaceful and
ctormy underground and open, local circles and mass movements, and
pyi'ram;ﬂlﬂf‘!’ and terrorist forms.”” Can we speak of such situations in our
case? Even if we take the period from 1896-1905, we see a series of economic
crikes of workers, barricade fighting and arrmed uprising and partial peasant
revolts all culminating in the 1905 revn-lutmn_ that shook the autocracy. In
short, the Russian masses had a richer political experience (Bolsheviks,

Socialist Revolutionaries, Anarchist Terrorists, Democrats, etc. all agitated

and polticized for years) than their Ethiopian counterparts. Thus to talk of

the Russian masses uprising in October 1917, as if it was a spontaneous affair
by forgetting the degree of political work that was undertaken before 1917 is
a gross mistake.

China had its bourgeois revolution under Sun Yat Sen in 1911, had its
great revolution of 1925-1927, had a "Literary Renaissance Movement”
which spread modern and radical ideas amongst the masses, and most
important of all there existed a communist party which undertook the
organization and political education of the workers and peasants openly
before it was declared illegal and had to go underground. And when the
communist party of China launched its armed struggle, it took more than
twenty years of intense political and military struggle for the revolution to
cucceed. In our case can we talk of a bourgeois revolution? Do we have a
communist party that has politicized the labouring masses? Are radical ideas
spread among the masses? Do the peasants know the use of organizing or how
to organize? etc.

Cuba is another example. The fighting guerrillas led by Fidel Castro had an
"Hﬁf” job because they found the agricultural workers of the Sierra Maestra
politically conscious and capable organizers. This was thanks to the work
undertaken by the old Cuban communist party. Can we talk of similar
mrkgrs and peasants in Ethiopia? Where is the organizational and political
experience of our workers and peasants? In short, those who claim that there
% no need for (a) political education and cite the experience of other
:‘:;tﬂts are either misinformed or do not know the reality of Ethiopia. One
of m;::“:l for get the h?t:ku'-_fard_ness of our peoples, the absence of traduf‘.u::ms
Sitatior P:rtles or organizations, and the subsequent a_bsem:e of pnhtm.:jl'l
v of ;hw atever the form and the brutally repressive and autocratic

& regime.

m,::}m': :::f;“ that the fact the regime is repressive does r!n? mean_that no
this that a remrar! be u"d"m"f:ﬂﬂ_ﬂm{hng the masses. _In fact it is premiel-?r for
evolutionarips u: lonary organization is needac?. That is to recruit professional
"""'“"-'tiunaw “ 0 organize _secretlyr, to publish and spread an underground

ewspaper which can teach and train the masses, 10 secretly
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An urgm]izalmn dﬂfiand changes thelr spontaneous uprising into real class
the peoples nmunmeln the struggle of the workers can become class struggle
struggles. For example, st representatives of the entire wnrkln_g class of the
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whole country ?m :mﬂ t individual employers, but
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33 : to day struggle against individual employers and mdl".fll:F!.IﬂI FOVRERITNEN
ﬂﬂ?'t:iah is a struggle against the entire bourgeoisie and the entire government,

i le.
his struggle become class strugg _ :
dm.:.n nrgnn?zgatiun also gathers and collects the various revolutionary forces,

avoids premature attacks and lays down the correct strategy and tactics based
on a concrete analysis of the concrete situation of Ethiopia. In shart, the
revolutionary organization conducts the poples’ ﬂﬂ:‘ﬁﬂm (armed or unarmed,
peaceful or violent, legal or illegal—using all available forms of struggle]
effectively towards victory.

The worker and peasant is helpless and defenseless agains the feudalists,
big bourgeoisie and imperialists unless he organizes. Helpless on his own, the
worker or peasant becomes a force when organized with his comrades. Only
thus can he face his enemies, only then can he defend himself from their
onslaught by retaliating to their reactionary violence with revolutionary
violence. Without a revolutionary organization, the labouring masses of
Ethiopia have nothing and will not succeed in overthrowing their oppressors.

We have said that a revolution, if it is to succeed, must be led by a
revolutionary organization. But what do we mean by a revolutionary political
organization in this context of a vanguard of the revolution? We mean
nothing else but a Working Class Party—the only organization that can
perform the role of the vanguard, lead the social revolution to success and
guarantee the total liberation of the labouring masses. For among the broad
masses ?f_ih'-f people that will fight against the imperialists,feudalists and big
bourgeoisie, it is only the working class that is the most revolutionary and

n:;ﬂ remrlur‘e and capable uflasium'mg the leadership. It is the most resolute
all PmlHuri'am Bve l.:fn e ; th_E fEUdﬂlllandlurd class. Moreover, like
rywhere, the Ethiopian working class is associated with the
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and who organizes this Working Class Party. this Marxist-Leninist Party?

in 3 country like Ethiopra—as almost anywhere—this task falls squarely on the
soulders of those who have been lucky (fortunate) enough to get educated.
ﬁ*ﬁuﬂ#“gmmﬂmewhnmnudi:d.gmpad and accepted

Marist-Leninist ideclogy. This means the “proletarianized” intellectuals in
Esuopa It 8 the task of such people to organize themselves and teach
sociaism to the mrheﬂ and organize the most conscious among them. For
socialism can be introduced into the working class
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Front in our context? It will be a Front that will

_ el e *““."" bourgeoisie t‘l‘EI-‘I‘I:EHl.;S ﬂl'.l:hg-
yrsite the “‘Drher.j triotic and progressive forees from: el At e
national tl*-“"’r#::r.lsml cjzln‘lmuntiiﬂs of Ethiopia to fight sgainzt the comimon
arsd VATIOUS roligeats’ lists, feudalists and big bourgeoisie. In general, a United
s—U.S. impera pﬂ;.tes which includes various classes in league with

unity of ;:;is of a definite common programme of struggle. In
gach other on the " will essentially be anti-feudal {such as agitation for
E thiopea such a strugg mperialist {*an end to fdreign military

iller”) and anti- S
“land 1O the 0 ultural presence and domination N oJ4r country’),

; eical and © ; g i :
annﬂﬂ- pf:lllzﬁt there will be classes with essentially similar interests
n the dfpemnﬁ for example) and there will be also classes whose
{workers a:linked together only 10 3 certain extent (for example the workers
interests ar

tional bourgeois elements who may join the Front as the unity
and the n:l wo exists in 50 far as they stand against imperialist economic
between Tﬂi‘ Each class for the sake of its own interest and of the common
domination).

<t joins force with other classes within thef Front. .
mt:'ErE hlc!ass views the common ‘nterest from its own angle. It is only for the
ac

king class that its class interests and the common natfnnal interest are
-wn-r _.ng For other classes their respective interests are not in many cases the
rdem:ﬂa_'-h C:;:e national interest, For this reason while maintaining unity
f::ﬁn“:::e Front there will necessarily be ideological struggle between the
: - t.
““I::; fﬁ?i;:i::;rl;:]n:use of this that the working class, through its party,
must lead the United Front. Otherwise, the revolution will fail or end up by
bringing bourgeois elements to powWeT. The interest of the revolution and that
of the nation require that one should constantly l_anham:e a!'id c_nnsuhdate the
leading role of the party within the Fln:mt, firmly maintain the P:c_m»,r's
independent political line and nrgamzatl_unl, and oppose all 1‘.'El‘iﬂEnt:lf35 10
downgrade the Party’s role and -:inssulve_ it in the Front. The key to firmly
maintaining the Party’s leadership within the Front and strengthening the
latter is to ceaselessly reinforce the worker-peasant alliance. Without the
worker-peasant alliance as its firm foundation, there can be no genuine
United Front. Nor will it be possible to broaden it. The Working Class Party
must lead the front and maintain a policy of “unity and struggle within it,”
i.e., work for unity while at the same time combatting resolutely against all
faudalist, bourgeois and petty bourgeois ideological trends or manifestations
within the Front. And the Working Class Party will use the programme of the
Front to educate, mobilize and organize the masses with a view of making
them accept the Party’s maximum programme embodying its ultimate aim of
conquering political power by the proletariat and the organization of a
socialist society. To sum up then:
A. WE NEED AN ORGANIZATION
—to seize state power through an organized destruction of the
feudo-bourgeois state apparatus
—to mobilize and educate the masses
—to change the spontaneous struggle of the masses into a genuine class
struggle that will result in the overthrow of the ruling class
to understand and interpret the concrete strategy and tactics and to lead
the masses through various forms of struggle towards liberation and
socialism
B. By organization we mean primarily a Working Class party
—a Working Class Party comprising of workers, peasants and revolutionary
intellectuals
—a Working Class Party that shall have as its ideology Marxism-Leninism
—a Working class party that shall have a programme of action stating its
'mm:d'a“ tasks (a national democratic revolution) and ultimate aim {mizu_re
! e o by e et snd th. porniaton of + 0o
ol e 1l as a detailed scientific analysis of the political, econom
. ocial conditions within the society
he tasks of the Working Class Party will be
=politicize the g to
masses
2% —strengthen its organization
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= 1sing of . ed to deal with some of the characteristics of a
- w pro
shall PO L stion.
w:“gnﬂ"l""'wm:. !:,wm"; & that such an organization shouwld be
pevo! Iﬂ.rr:rrraﬂ’ 2 For the simple reason that the highly repressive and

e Esil"-f-""-"-: . wrf: n regime has forbidden the formation of any political

Z ling class has shown its repressive nature even
"‘tmﬂm:m- And ’::n:o:::ﬁ:: m:"m.nn like the Metcha Tulema, Students’
f::“ p!'ﬂﬂl“:; the nation’s prisons are full of political prisqneri {not to
et Y murdered in secret) we cannot have anything si_mrt of
peak of the winity. This is the only way a revolutionary organization can
te clandes “tic Ethiopia. Secrecy, absolute secrecy is the primary
’ ;uwﬂ“ﬂsmm on which the organization rests and develops. Any
| "h'r'::‘ rule, the slightest indiscretion will bring about grave
'dlxltiﬂ'l" nl‘_ t sibh i’ata" ones—on the organization. In short, the utmost
mﬂﬁﬂnmmﬁ f an organization is to exist in an autocratic country like
secreey s 5 ruthless, bloody, and barbarnic ruling class exists.
EW“"‘#M‘ neutral; the laws of a country on the whole serve the
{ the ruling class of that country. The same is the case with
nnﬂ“f’? ?"“ taws of Ethiopia are laws that work against the peoples and
Ethiopa. Lcrasts of /the feudalists, imperialists and big bourgeoisie. As
olution s illegal and there is no other alternative for the peoples h!.l'[
such, rev illegal politics, i.e. through their clandestine orgamization. This,
» p'm‘:m notr mean that we should make a fetish of cladestinity, practice
WT;::HEEE conspiracy, cut ourselves from the masses and be totally
m;“m Clandestinity means that we should carry revolutionary struggle
::ﬂm a maximum of SECUR/ TY and consequently of efficacy
The gua'a'flll'.sl' principle of such an arganiz.ﬂa tron ! .'-f?:aﬂ be tfﬁnr:rcr.mc
centralism, Democratic centralism is the has!c prmmplle on which all
volutionary parties that have led the revolutions of this age have been
wtablished. Consequently the validity of this theoretical point of view alone,
but basically on its validity as established by practice and the experiences of
revolutionary action.
Democracy inside a revolutionary organization means the right of every
member to know things within the limits of the organization’s security, 10
present his views and ideas fully even though his opinion may be wrong. It
also means that each member has the right to eriticize and stand in the face of
error, and that no disciplinary action can be taken without hearing and giving
due considerations to his explanations. It is apparent that “broad democracy”
cannot be applied, i.e. free election, publicity, public debates, etc. as this will
only facilitate the police’s work of dismantling and destroying the
organization. The need for secrecy is primary and democracy within a
revolutionary organization is secondary to it. It should be realized that the
only Hﬂﬂlﬂi organizational principle for the members of an organization is
the st_-t:tm secrecy, the strictest selection of members and training of
professional revolutionaries. Given these qualities something even more than

democracy” would be guaranteed,namely complete comradely mutual

mﬁd‘"“ among the members of the revolutionary organization.
ontinuous f&uu:tlutinnaw democratic education is the only way which
tm;eﬂ:urlfmm of the essence of democracy. Persistent explanations
exists in many 0 W:-mtelr the “primitive” conception of democracy that
50 e ;E:Fh s minds. It must be emphasized that the understanding
Y. importane In'ﬂelfre: of the n‘n;;aning and importance of democracy is
S¥line desire 1o :";:“ ‘espect (with the leaders) democracy becomes a
and their e, the mrnheﬂ opinions, to avoid isolation from them
ms. The leadership must shy away from bureaucratic
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bacomis more than

democracy human life Pﬂt"“'f“t'h o aspects of the basic principle which is at

racy is c:-rn:i: the organization: democratic centralism,
ons wil'[;atiu-rl will result in complete anarchy, digression
ut -::emf: Imnsequﬂn tly in paralyzing the organization and
discipline an orm motion towards the execution of its plans.
pable of uni centralism—must go together; freedom and
em are correlated. Centralism has three
discipline, demOCIACH :i:;::;ﬁ:::‘ submits to the majority. Every point of
aspects. The first is tha ' is entitled to be presented in full freedom within
yiew inside the ver. after this point of view is discussed and the
organizational channels. Howeror, definite position concerning it, then it is

iy he majority) takes a getiniie pos : 2

orgeaizion i member in the organization to sponsor this position and to

the duly c: :e;?u ly committed 10 '+ until another organizational occasion

:ﬁiiﬁu:':smmng anew the matterrs of work. _ : | o

The second aspect is the suhsiduern_.r I-g?der:hlp ranks suhmnssm::. to the
higher leadership ranks and the consideration of the r.elntral leadership of the
organization to be the decisive authority in all basic matters arn:l to be
entitled to criticize all positions and decisions taken by any leading group
below it. The organization’s actinr! il1_ any field, area or department. may
affect the conduct of the organization as a whole, and_ any |:n|stake
committed by a particular leadership rank may affa-l::t ﬂ:l& organization’s ranks
or future. Consequently, the way to control urga_n!zjatmna! matters, preserve
the unity and harmony of all party plans anﬁ_antmtles arn:! prevent any gross
error or deviation by the organization's different bodies is the central
leadership’s right to criticize any decision taken by any subsidiary leadership
rank. Naturally this does not mean that the central leadership will have to

intervene in every act undertaken by the organization. It only means that it
has the right to intervene when, in its judgment, such intervention is
necessary to protect the interests of the labouring masses.

The third aspect of centralism is the leadership’s absolute power during
execution and the shouldering of full responsibility for the execution of what
the party has democratically decided. When exectuion begins democracy
ends. and so do discussion and debate to give way to obedience, discipline,
commitment and full submission to instructions. Without this we cannot have
a highly disciplined revolutionary organization which is capable of conducting
the hard and long liberation war to final success.

The understanding of the principle of democratic centralism by all
members, their comprehension of all its meanings (freedom and discipline,
minority submits to the majority and the individual to the organization, no
factions within the organization, the relationship between leaders and
members, etc.), and an honest and responsible effort by both the leaders and
members to apply this principle is sure guarantee of the organization’s
development and efficieny.

It is important at this point to emphasize the question of discipline.
Discipline in a revolutionary organization (individual submits to organization,
lower _'Jﬂd'f of organization to higher one, and all the members to the central
mm"f'“‘{"j means that all members should observe and obey the

urganlzatmln*s rules and regulations. Organizational discipline is iron discipline
:}gg:‘;’z;;’:? ;:mﬁfr;:f:!pess will res}:It in serinu_shr _end%ngarirag the 1»ju'l:li‘."l_*\!
entirely mln..mta - Th ol f&t[nlut!unafv orgemzation s nat:forcad; 18
o mmim?;n fE hﬂliﬂlﬂlme is within the individual, hf‘-'fﬂ of "'“I
as instructions in ore e "E.'Ed % obey all the rules and ragula_utu:tns 5 el
order to maintain the effectiveness of the organization. A

revolutionary organization does not have all the complex system that 15
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ipline, say in a reactionary government’s army. The
w0 mwﬂmm.mﬂimﬁw force. The
,.ﬂ';:—,,. hﬂmw is the operative force; the important thing being
orwﬂfﬂ" eness of duty and discipline, the awareness that an
,.l#'f-:ﬁ:ﬂmmﬂnﬂﬂmﬂitﬂmﬂ-mmtﬂinnmlﬂ-
o T el will be at stake.
aﬂ"'ﬂ:m{h'nl ﬂ%ﬁim in a revolutionary organization is firm and
To =™ up ;th will abey and execute instructions without
""'Tfﬂli'hﬂ' are individually opposed to it} and cbserve all the

[y
::‘:ﬁﬂ‘ (even " f the organization at all times. Apparently, this requires
gnd wm,dﬂﬁﬂﬂmmlmmmmﬂ

grom ' " 4 suthority. ey
_#'l"'f". iy means that the individual ﬂ'rmﬂd grasp and understand
Marxism-Leninism by which he/she can interpret each concrete
o theory OF MR et must always strive to develop himself/herself
ansation- ETMWMF# the reality objectively and in a
M if this is done, the individual will become aware of what is to
iantif way- the decadent system and what is required of him/her as an
pe dont 1° char -‘" . to voluntarily accept non-dscipline, he/she must
individual- p what the struggle is all about, be convinced of the justness of
grst of all ":d the struggle’s inevitable victory. As such ideclogical
e ot is @ necessary prerequisite for maintenance of strong discipline
develoPT utionary organization. _ -
pathin 2 ﬂﬂmﬁmmhﬁdmud, This means that he must
!.#m life to serve the peoples, to accept and do whatsoever that is
dedicale T reword the struggle of the peoples for total liberation. If the

necesatY 10 T a dedicated servant of the people, he will readily discard all
individual figure individualism, vacillation, opportunism

indiv . whi

: amang ich

his W:::‘:ﬂ discipline. Evidently the degree of dedication is affected
and hatred ch the individual is ideologically mature and convinced of the

how mu ‘
:i.,ﬂurﬂupmplu struggle. .
there arises the need to understand the role and meaning

Along with this : S Al ;
o leadership. At present there is amidst Ethiopian uunlutrnnana_ a mistaken
~sea on this point. Many think that to obey a leader or leaders is to accept

hip or a sign of ignorance and weakness on their part. This point of

__""_im fuses the mmﬂm;m'r;t leaders in a m::tiunal Dlg-’l;::llﬁﬂn

: ¥ i n an argument T mamnitests the petty
ﬁMﬂullism. arrogance and hatred for iron-discipline.

It shows individualism and arrogance because the petty bourgeoisie,
especially the intellectuals, tend to be very self-centered and egoistic and as a
consequence inflate their stature and importance. This results in their refusal
to accept that somebody knows better than them. As such they reduce
gvérybody to a level of an equality in which they in reality, do not believe in.

A revolutionary 5 completely different; he has no ego and is not at all
self-centered. He acknowledges that some or many people have better
theoretical knowledge of laws that govern historical development, have as a
consequence better foresight and ability to grasp the whole. From these
people the re:vnlutiunlry is ready to learn and to better himself to serve the
masses effectively.
~ The wrong view on leadership manifests the petty bourgeoisie hatred for
won discipline. And because it cannot submit itself to iron-discipline (due to
;:'z b:ﬂrw::r's characteristic individualism, vacillation, arrogance,
ol . detachment from the masses, lack of persistence or
Getermination] the petty bourgeoisie develops an anti-leader (in reality
"“'dﬂﬁplllfﬂ attitude and usually ends up by preaching anarchy.
m I.I*:a' revolutionary mmm are completely different from
: feudal or bourgeois sense. This is primary. Leaders of a
Mve power urmm not chosen hﬂtﬂe they are rich, influential or
essentially :+ r are they gods or demi-gods. They become leaders
fa)
mc;mr are the most capable, i.e. decisive, dynamic, thearetically

(b) .
nuua:.mk:: :: s ﬁ"_‘hful to the mass line, i.e. integrated with the
nfidencs ' Potential, real needs and desires and can inspire

(€) they arg 4o, e 2nd lead them correctly

In 3 3re devoted and highly disciplined

Olutionary Ofganization exercise of power is a heavy burden and
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s ::::l difficulties of the masses—a knowledge that can be
inowledge of the '::..gﬂ:inﬂ oneself with the masses. Th;;::tr faithful to
obtained -l:_H'l"l" m:,mi:ui sfram the masses to the masses s nabns “'“'"i
the mass "::i' P:-,d unsystematic ideas of 1“;““‘““*' and systematizing,

catte » o these ideas among masies.
ting and ’Fufr:;:uaﬁﬂ" members obey the leaders solely because
in a revolutionary and have no doubt of the leader’s capability and
liberation. And the leaders are not alone; there will
greater and greater rﬂpnm_ib"itiﬂl and incessantly
always be alves. For @ r&?ﬂ“timw movemant 15 not a mortal creature
hH':I;E Toad is cut: it is a living organism that grows and multiplies

: 5 ﬂn'd. dnullﬂﬂf- i'l‘ll:lf. ) :
ﬂrdcuntll:‘ﬂz:l::;hﬂe ystification to revolutionary leadership. A leader is

_m suc i vor infallible and incontestable. If he 'ﬂ_tll’l or betrays, the
neither Sacr " ovement does not stop—it would cast him away and march
rovoRIUONE ety place in:filled ared Shie mOVImEI CONREHVES its growth.
foreword; t Emn:l those leaders who die in the struggle become the peoples’
On the other ¥ symbols of resistance. That is all. The
onary organization arise from the peoples, get their

heros and those in prison the masses
a5, and Hl'lnll!l'iElttdiv serve H‘H‘ Fﬁﬂl-'llﬂ'l.

inexhausts
o accept athers, 10

leaders of a revoluti
powars from the P"‘""much is required from those who assume the posts of

i at
I“:::: ;ﬂ:ﬂ’:i::mrhnarr organization. We have ?Im emph n::iza:l the need
on the individual revolutionary’s party to improve h!m?lfﬂurulf
ideologically, to accept discipline and ﬂf'ﬂl‘l" observe ﬂ'f& organization’s rules
and regulations. But what are the qualities of a revolutionary? What are the
volutionary should strive to acquire? We will deal with

qualities that each re ; ‘
this now and try to describe what a revolutionary is.
revolutionary is the servant of the masses. He has indentified

I. Primairly & E = : skt
19 their joy is his just as their luﬂarlng_ls hig Wﬂlring

himself with the peoples, _ : :
s the peoples and listens attentively to their voices, immersas

and pain. He lov

himself among them and learns from them. At the same time he is their
untiring teacher, their friend, their son, their comrade. A revolutionary
believes that the peoples and the peoples alone are the real heroes, the motive
force in the making of world history. A revolutionary is the servant of the
people means that he will dedicate every ounce of his strength, every minute
of his time and must important of all his life to the liberation of the masses.

As the interests of the masses are his and as the masses are invincible, he is
neither afraid to die nor does he have the slightest fear of or respect for the

enemies of the masses.
The revolutionary—the servant of the people—follows the following rules

{and other similar ones) firmly.

(a) Respect, love and serve the peoples
(b)Wherever you are serve the peoples of those regions with all your forces

(c) Refuse to do all things which may harm the peoples
(d)Do not say any humiliating words to the peoples
(e) Do not coerce (use force on), terrorize or insult the peoples
(f) Do not hurt the peoples’ sensibilities with awkward attitudes or negative
comments on their habits, customs values or beliefs
lg)Act, speak, sleep, walk, eat, dress, hold yourself at all times like the
peoples
[H;lg: not damage their property and take liberty with the womenfolk
: men':“f ';‘“T;‘- t;:eam from the peoples, to teach them in return, to help
in a ir work, to ize th i
oy organ em and to support their
A : ’
EWT'::‘;:'J;WI:E:H measurement of his work is to ask himself “am |
s "I:i"u“ sth.mﬂne whn‘dnas not serve the people to the full every
:: m"'“"’ﬁum‘ » hour, day, night, month and more until he dies is not a
. A revolutig ;
Spirit means re a:;i :;-‘T /5 one who has organizational spirit. Organizational
gt Tham sacrifice personal interests, to sacrifice one’s life for
individual last  As Wmm“r“““"'ﬂ_'f?i motto is “the organization first, the
and suffer g hardships f:rr:nlutmmw ¥ 1eady & Sdirgo S A
@ sake of the organization (which represents the

19 L
) - BY “peoples”
S, P®es” and W Loy
W Workers and pogy Pﬂui'mt:u‘mi We mean essentially the labouring masses comprising



it which is inteverably linked with dedieation and
I A revolutionary who has an organization spirit is

|, bigger interast of the organization and will
' ividual ones. Concrately this means that if
a member to leave In'l: job, school, :Hl.h.'i finncoa,
- poorous task or go 1o another reglon, or
::' “"-‘:;Jﬁﬂ perfor™ 'r:mf :ﬁﬁndn s0 without hesitation, This does
errillss €1C- |;.ha is not human, does not have sentiments. Far
think that a revolutionary is anti-human, or a wild

. Those _"‘hﬂ ¢ any feeling of sentiments are grossly mistaken or
o American propaganda  which portrays

b "“"'M::: peasts. On the contrary, the revolutionary is the
| lover of humanity. To him every life is

o .
: most emotiona e
{, the is not a humanist or a pacifist in the abstract

;I;J . ""’.“Iu:',u;::d on a class basis. He loves the peoples with all his
His pumanism dedicates his life for their total liberation—and hates the
::‘_m,timhfm']:h all his heart. A revolutionary’s feelings towards the
n'#' gnemies ples is unflinching hatred. For him every life is sacred
#ﬂ..'ﬂ of the F"'"#“ies of the people; he has no respect for the lives of
except that of and butchers. in short, a revolutionary kills the enemies of
thest ﬂﬂrﬁ!ﬂﬁd he should do this efficiently —not because he 15 a heartless
po wpm-m he loves the masses with all his heart and wants to put an

“"'h;:i,mﬂerinnu : -
ond 10 iv. ® revolutionary leaves his wife to go on a dangerous mission
Consequent ?'."ﬁ in a far away region not because he is a wild blooded
no sentiment for his wife but because his LOVE for the

peoples (whose interests the organization serves) is
t by sacrifice of personal interest for the

This spir

" of the oppressed

o oer. This is what is meant by &
: nterests of the organization,

general, bigee blt realized that a revolutionary organization is not a cold,

g bureaucratic organization made up of men without feelings. A

olutionary organization Comprises of comrades—man who are united by a
e -tical aim. The organization does its work efficiently and is also

mead about the lives and difficulties of the members.
ﬂrpiminnal spirit requires that comrades within it help one another, care
for and love one another. Each revolutionary is the first to worry, the first to
euffer hardships and the last to enjoy himself. This is the correct spirit. Each
volutionary is ready to suffer humiliation, misunderstanding, torture and

death for his comrades and the masses. Each revolutionary is at all times
doing things that will enhance and develop the organization and render it
meﬂuc!i“. All this makes up what is known as organizational spirit and
any revolutionary who lacks this can hardly be called a revolutionary member
of an upuﬂhnn : )

n. A remhhmmr s one n_-:'rq 15 staunchily opposed to liberalism and
,nhm. prls.::.rre: harel _warl:._ d.ﬂmph{m and principled vnity at the forefront.
!'ﬂ_'m n_hl!:arah;m? Liberalism manifests itself in many ways. One is to let
things dide for the sake of peace and friendship when a person has clearly
dn_m and refrain from principled argument because he 15 an old
munne, t_mhnu-'mata_ a fellow townsman, a loved on e, etc. Or to touch
ok rnarra_r Ilughtly 50 a5 to I:mp in good terms. Another type of liberalism

"o indulge in irrresponsible critie i i

. , Icism, to gossip behind people’s backs, to say
nathing at 3 meeting but to aft '
e wh . . EM!IP erwards and to disregard the collective

ﬂ_ﬂ:ﬁ following one's own individual inclinations,

r types of liberalism are to give pride of plac - ini
eect the organization's disciplin iy o e Sbilony
MY souabbles 1 ; '¢. 10 indulge in personal attacks and
%, 10 hear incorrect views or count |
el ) nterrevolutionary remarks
¢ maggeg 1 ¢ porting them, to fail to conduet pro
o eel or do nothing when Propaganda among
" @Mateurishly ang half-hearted "omeone acts contrary to the masses,
ﬂh‘lh.: OF most dedicateq* and feel :;n::;itth:l"k e 36 Pne

: ."'ﬂ:ke: and to fail 1g correct them :t RN (A, S0 Ko

"-*hlmm,,_ . ete.
®entign, *Xtremely harmful to 4 revolutiona izati
Mﬁﬂ“w ’ apathy (indifference) = wurganluzatmn. It creates

. and  shoylq O erodes cohesion and unity. A

f stang be ﬂlunthll‘f : o
"endeq 4o help *for hard work_ige okl OPposed to liberalism. A
the comrade gt ri i struggle, constructive criticism

Y. principled unity andmakp €3S or avoid a mistake)

an incessant (uninterrupted
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teach the masses 10 jearn from them and to put theory
; o
unending) gffort - |

into practics. an mrrmaﬂaﬂpmr. This means that an Ethiopian

V. A revolutionary i : the peoples of Sudan, Somalia, Kenya,
: i fout, 0 - th Africa, Ghana, Cameroons, eic. as

s of these peoples are his and
: internationalist means that he will be

i ““"T’J", ",,:,,dml l:::i;ht and die for the oppressed peoples
"miﬂﬂm::dd s he is for the Ethiopian masses. Does this mean,
ere in ﬂ'll;" Ethiopian revolutionaries should fight elsewhere than
I'Iml!'lﬂ.r.? ::EII For the task of Ethiopian revolutionaries is to fight U.S,
Ethiopia? NO. P80 T enemy of all peoples of the world—and ﬂlwtanﬂ.c.
mperiaism O eheir own countries which they know better. This
this bumrt b 3 struggles of the peoples in all countries hava the
:-::nmp of supporting and complementing each other and join together in

{ world revolution. : - p

one e ing imperialism in Ethiopia we will be helping our oppressed
By fighting kening the force of imperialism. This is to

rid by wea :
brothers all over the mmﬂ 'Lam patriotism (fight against the American

say that ..;mvnn_ ﬂ?‘,;;“i, applied internationally. Internationalism is wholly
or other mpﬂn:‘m nationalism and narrow patriotism. Therefore the
Ethiopian revolutionary who stands against the oppression of all nationalities
in Ethiopia by the Amhara nationality, who stands for the unity of the
peasants and workers of all nationalities {including Amhara) in Ethiopia, who
stands against chauvinism as well as narrow nationalism can hardly be
anything else but an internationalist who stands for the u_nit-,r of the

of the world. The revolutionary (and the working class) has

ressed les
:-:pmunwp.:lpd recognizes no frontiers. He is one the side of all oppressed
peoples wherever they may be fighting against imperialists and their lackeys.

V. A revolutionary is one who has the finest and highest human virtues, A
revolutionary has moral integrity. Selfishness, limelight seeking, slackening,
corruption, cheating, lying, conceit, individualism, opportunism and
double-dealing are (and should be) all alien to him. A revolutionary avoids
unserupulousness in dealing with comrades. Neither does he believe in the
reactionary concepts that “man is a selfish animal,” so everyone (should
worry only) for himself. A revolutionary’s morality is based on love for his
comrades and love for the working people. He compares himself with others
on the basis of the work he has done, shuns (avoids) arrogance and
praiseseeking, detests servility and toadying. He acts and behaves towards the
masses as his and their equal. However, a revolutionary's morality=like all
his stands—is of a class nature, i.e. based on a class analysis. Thus it does not
mean that a revolutionary will not misinform, trick and expropriate the
enemies of the peoples. In such cases he is acting (lying, “cheating,”
expropriating, indulging in flattery of the enemy in certain cases) in the
interest of the organization and the labouring masses.
To sum up then, the best qualities of a revolutionary are:
(al discipline—iron-strong, very firm discipline
(b) hard work—the revolutionary recognizes that work is struggle and that
if the enemy is to be destroyed one must struggle (work) hard. It means
perseverance in studying, in working among the masses, in organizing them, in
doing Ppolitical work. Those who do not work obtain nothing—except those
::;ﬂ:lrﬂﬂﬂwmﬂu' s e mﬂuww goe m. WOTKS Winten: the
ol X Thz"“ are greater. This quality is essential in a
P ry. d:i rd working one must combat laziness, rashness in
s mm':i‘:-a m’:ch'ﬂ postpone work, tendency to take things lightly,
o G et I-?:I:-:f " mf:vw'ﬂrlt etc. The labouring masses do not have to
students, intellectuals | rehne m 9 S ol yomy- tt ety
work who have 1o I“;““mﬂﬂ_ﬂ Tﬂfl.:lf-ﬂtﬂl'lﬂ'l’ and others in the city doing light
| to discipline themselves to engage in persistent, hard

lc) Theoreg; ndness : i
mvﬂutinnarv.lf:w:::ﬁnn —this is the most essential quality of a
himself, MHig ol ary never ceases learning, studying and improving

revolutionary nm;;wmﬁ ﬂ"“‘ he never tires of learning. Therefore, a
society, integrate with the Marxist-Leninist books, study diligently, observe
3 guide to action; mhmn:u“ﬂ and learn what he does not know. Theory is
revolutionary’s attiude ca. . cCTY Practice will be blind and fruitless. A

towards learning is different—he does not study by



farart Oor Ilul:l'l dﬂﬂ'mltn".dllv H‘l L1 LTS [T ﬂ'ln .

their revolution, not to implament |y wholly ml;ﬂun”,,-_.,

jearn what can .h. useful and relovant |y his wiberty

inequality and difference in cach COUNtry and Il::n.-...lu e
i ey g

applying tpmctlcal: is an evan “:::t!:rt:“::.:hu.
revolutionary it neither complacent (hazy) tang
always to :ltl.H:l'y"_. I'M.rn. Practice more g
cocky, of “superior” just becauss he has loa
a revolutionary gets knowledge from clays struggl

and very dnl-ll' contact with the Matses of Wﬂrh:’w a, lI!ll‘IIII,,ﬂ'I et
ihe best and important qualities of 4 revolutios N Gl Peatanty, Th
for knowledge (both from hﬂﬂh—mumi.u,, Mmr\l' " Wi unguenchablg thirag
for revolutionary theory. Without » rmrulutm:‘ " eninist—-ang Practice)
revolutionary organization. Y theory there can be n

(d) Perseverance is one of the s
who does not have perseverance 3::;':::: ::hn:nr:: e
the U.S. imperialists and the l“““h""ﬂu’ﬂdui;in w.::mtIL
means that a revolutionary whao js not able to Iurﬂui:u'l.lﬂnlv be long whicl
fmﬂrlt&d. disillusioned, PEssimistic and  will ':m":"l'nm will loss hope, qet
struggle. From the outset a/f should know thit there f:qllnh“"p" abandon the
the revolution entails hardships in all forms, that th $ NO easy victory, that
failures as well as successes and that if the m;““ > :rn -.::1 be setbacks
be done, long and persistent political work is S O understand wh

The revolutionary’s stand is “fight, fail, fight again. fail
again, . . tll victory.” Perseverance does not mean ru:JfF ‘t._.,a' again, fight
virgin forest as part of a guerrilla unit but also means 1o pannwmm:r i
country, in day to day political and organizational ik -\mu:n' :h over the
The enemies of the Ethiopian peoples are stubborn and ru'lmu:?.n; masses,
be defeated if we succeed to persevere and mobilizs the entire ﬂcnu only
peoples of Ethiopia. It is only if we succeed in arousing the “pi"'-‘isu:“r:f;,wd
of Ethiopia that way can overcome the many obstacles and difficulties. tapt,
and turns and arrive at total liberation, '

(e) Farﬁe{m‘e i one ut!’mr qlunriq,r that must be present in a revolutionary.
e !'““.'“""“’” ¥ patient in his work among the masses. He understands
that it will take some time for the masses to grasp the whys and hows of their
misery. A revolutionary has full trust in the masses’ boundless ereative power,
their potentially ine:xhuaﬂihla enthusiasm for socialism and since at the same
time he also recognizes their shortcomings (not conscious, divided, under the
influence of reactionary ideologies, illiterate) the revolutionary does patient
political work among them to politicize and arouse them. A revolutionary
who is not patient and does not follow the mass line will very likely be rash
and abusive towards the masses and end up with the wrong and reactionary
conclusion "the masses (are ignorant and) will never understand.” It should
be noted that a revolutionary is patient does NOT mean that he should
patiently fold his arms and let the people suffer. NO, the revolutionary can
never be ‘patient’ and inactive in the face of injustice. But the revolutionary is
a realist who has grasped that all the work done for the masses must start
from their needs and not from the desires of any individual however
well-intentioned he may be. For, it often happens that objectively the masses
need a certain change, but subjectively they are not yet conscious of the
need, not yet willing or determined to make the change. In such cases the
revolutionary who believes (and correctly so) that the masses must make up
their own minds and make the revolution waits ‘patiently’ doing his political
work amongst them. serves the people and the people are powerful while the

U.S. imperialists, feudalists and big bourgeoisie are cowardly and paper tigers
though they may look ferocious. Their ferocity like all rm;-_.ctinnaries—us only
when it comes to killing old men and women as well as n:hlldr.?n. As such the
revolutionary has no fears of these despicable dogs. A revolutionary fears no
sacrifice and is prepared for death as his strength is drawn from the masses
and their glorious history of resistence against feudal lords, foregn invaders

and the like. “Dare to struggle, dare to win;” “Courage in battle, fear no
toes of the revolutionary.

sacrifice;” “Be hard, firm, resolute” are the mottoe: L ok g

The revolutionary is not only courageous in facing the enemies 0 :he
Peoples but also in facing himself. This means that t_he relvﬂmtm“’w !m hil:
courage to criticize himself. He does not cover his P :.dam
weaknesses: instead he increasingly brings up his mistakes and weaxnesses,
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o improve himself. A revolutionary
s others for mistakes and weaknesses
plutionary organization,

d trigs 1

riticiZ ers of the rev : _
mprove | <hould be courageous in facing the enemies of
rﬂvﬂlutlﬂﬂﬂﬁl nd diﬂi:ﬂlﬂt jﬂh- He should also hﬂ DO Fageous

o facing - i meelf” i.e. to change himself into a

ry the "f_iﬂht ﬁﬂa”::mh of the peoples. How can he criticize
fighter in the €' .If lacks the courage 1o criticize himself
> This is why we say @ revolutionary is hard
e from himself than he does from others.
| quality of the revolutionary. A revolutionary
£ he will be bogged down and unable tg
for which he has not been previously
mum use of a given situation, material or
hall cite some examples of ingenuous

. gn essentia
otherwisé
m situations

ke maxi
e. We s

A

Tn b_E. ing&l‘lllﬁr
imself fro
The ability t© M2

extricate I
ion is a necessary of
W“Hiﬂ:;i:gsﬁarliamunt “alection”’ campaign in Addis Abeba, a
mf rd on its neck reading”Elect me. | am as good as all the
: :fmathe streets of Addis Abeba. This ingenuous method was a
spen

":mﬂ:i’etrrﬂ-l"ﬂ the N.L.F. sent a lot of monkeys with
(2) In Sout o. villages and cjties. The monkeys

i-di i iting on their backs int _ :
aﬂﬁdrmmﬂh;:ir;ltfﬂﬂpﬂd or caught by the reactionary police and as such
could r“:'|t t::g[{'. able to read what was written and at the same time to enjoy
the peopie

L stration.

the police I:a ﬂﬂ!l?l‘:"i‘:::';“ Uruguay raided a bank but were unable to have the
{Elt ut:emnﬂ!-]m noney was kept) opened. still they managed to take certain
vault : uments of the bank which showed that the bank was engaged in
:Im.:ret M:...hies They sent the documents to a newspaper which published
illegal acti : ernment to send Internal Revenue agents to

and this forced the governiiz ;
it:.‘:::ti gate the bank's activities. This time the urban guerrillas came dressed as
Internal Revenue agents and were able to have the vault opened and take all

the maney.
{(4) Russian revol
Lenin's books disgui

pr

scope of act

actions by ¢
(1) Duning

very E”EE“"’E

utionaries used to evade the Czar's censors by sending
sed as harmless books. A censor would receive a postal
parcel, open it up and see a book by Henry Ford, “How to be a millionaire,”
which after its fifth or sixth page is Lenin’s book “What is to be Done?” The
censor hardly looks more than at the cover and the first few pages. Thisds one
of the ways to beat the security’s tight control over the coming of

revolutionary books into the country.
(5) The Vietnamese people have used ingenuous traps (used for animals)

to trap the American aggressors and daily newspapers of the world are filled
with examples of ingenuous actions by the Vietnamese masses who rely on
their creative ability to defeat the technologically advanced Yankee
{American) aggressors.

(6) Optimism is more than a quality in a revolutionary. A revolutionary
can Lhardly be anything else but an optimist. He is so because he has
maximum faith in the masses and the justness as well as invincibility of their
cause. As such a revolutionary is not the one to despair, to lose hope, get
E‘E’ﬂﬂdlﬂﬂﬂ abandon the struggle. He is aware that the road to liberation
rem:ii:::ﬁ ;n:':' turns and is consequently prepared for all setbacks. The
S ry be Ie.ms. th?t the masses are invincible and however fierce the
by :n;:':_h* it will inevitably be defeated. The revolutionary does not work
Practicalnesl:?z h:hm' but also combines revolutionary sweep with
T mm;!. charrle.': constant pmpaganda among the masses on the fact
winning while l'rl'lﬂari:i::: ";': : Ht ineviubihiilie; demad, @t soclaion 1
difficulties in the way the fut Lo d“'!:lth bed, and that despite obstacles and
people will build the: 'ture is bright and beautiful. All this so that the
sociali eir confidence, in victor ictori f

1sm and know what is to be :'! ?rﬂra!_r.t the victorious nature O

one to achieve it. And history attests that

R progress an Sl S
feactionaries and imperial d socialism are gaining strength while that of

revolutionary’s optimism }:E are getting weaker and weaker. That is why the
on objective reality and sej not day dreaming or wishful thinking but based
iut the irony is thay nn::emlﬁc laws. Also one can be a hardline pessimist,
m:r:;ﬁ' all reactionaries a:::::t 9t a pleasure out of his pitiful situation.
U onary is a pessimis omplices can become ardent pessimists. NO

t h‘f dﬂ'ﬁnfﬂ'ﬂn‘
h—__
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Honesty. [ . oRcl. A .
LY ! would have béen no revolutionary i
thare 3 ground for him to

thers! ;
o Liher’s dishonesty. A revolutionary is modest: he is

arrogant
hgcauiﬂ
work sh

r,-rr_,__:.
=2l angry and betrer
d retiher o ¢
nor does he use his position over others or expect TD"'.‘.J;{-IH:I ¥
s - Tre st rreryt

is talented or has done a com o F
:jld be appreciated and Frrmie-d,mftndnj:l-_; ﬂ u:;; though good
- - e that to do one’s job well ; rrstood by o
ﬁfﬂlﬂtlum”ﬁ ; e : well =5 a duty). Modesty 3% M Cornm
S .y Ethiopia 15 h?pﬂ:ﬂ?’lﬂ' and 3 hinderance 1o f.'f‘h-men:-_ :.. r,r_..

o knows how to do a certain task well is not expected 15 13y _ni o 3 man

Aorm it. On the other hand, a revolutionary dares 1o 33y | |,, ..r,-rm e

res 10 a[:HI'IG'H'H"E“d"EFI that “somebody else knows.” A rwru:ﬂ-n:fﬁ !n.ﬂ

asty is MO iN mmd_mg saying what he knows but in a‘-'md-ma_]:m%n 1

conceit because of his itfale nt or knowledge. 3 arroga

revolutionary has se -respect and self-esteem
dig::f‘l" and acts am?rding'['f- He never cringes low h?:m?:-:.?elti”*:m:
;mall personal benefits. As a servant of the people he s proud st m:
the enemy nor whimpers in front of him. A man who has no HH_“:;"":

will have none for others and such a person cannot at all be a FE"#DJutlr_l‘.rTf-

The self-respect of the revol utionary comes from the peoples which make A

contempiuous of the impeﬁaliits and feudalists. A rgvﬂmf_igne*:; ,.. 3

self-respect and is proud in front on the enemy because he represents i

respectable human beings on earth—the labouring mssses. These g
neral, are the qualities of a revolutionary.20 To acquire and enhance :hﬁr-; ;:rn.n

7 st integrate with and learn from the masses, struggle incessantly against the
snemies, work diligently, study Marxism-Leninism and make e

revolution. And the effective tool that a revolutionary uses in the struggle :1:-1

change himself and others is criticism and self-criticism.

The revolutionary tool of criticism and self-criticism s based on this
ctatement: “If we have shortcomings, we are not afraid to have them pointed
out and criticized, because we serve the people. Anyone, no matter who, may
point out our shortcomings. If he is right, we will correct them. If what he
proposes will benefit the people, we will act upon it."" Every one is liable 10
make a mistake, at one time or another, but what distinguishes a2
revolutionary 1s hie ability to criticize himself and to learn from the past
mistake to avoid future ones. The revolutionary does not have an inflated
ego, nor does he consider himself beyond any criticism. On the contrary, he i3
slways eager to improve himself, to practice conscientious criticism and
slf-criticism so as to rectify a bad style of work and keep the good.

He who is not afraid of death cannot be afraid of criticism. And the
revolutioniary fights the conciliatory stand many people take by distributing
the responsibility of a fault amongst all while it is an individual who s
respansihle.?' The revolutionary has an organizational spirit and is eager 10 see
his comrades improve in all aspects (which will guarantee the effectivenass of
the organization) and thus he never hesitates to criticize them and point out
their mistakes. In doing this his sole interest is to “‘cure the patient” which
means to help the comrade avoid mistakes or get rid of bad attitudes or 2 bad
style of work. A revolutionary is not a liberal and he rejects unprincipled

peace. He stands for active ideological struggle and strives for a unity based
on principles.

The main task of criticism is to point out political and organizationa
mistakes. Hence there is no need to be overcritical on personal shortcomings
unless they are related to political and organizational mistakes. Criticisms
should stress on the political side and the statements made, while criticizing 2
comrade, must be based on facts. Points should be raised from the point of
view of principle and not likes or dislikes, feelings, intuitions, etc.

The problems that confront revolutionaries in utilizing criticism and
self-criticism are caused by the low theoretical level of comrades, by the
presence of petty bourgeois spirit of vengeance (if he has criticized me | must
also do so, at all costs, correctly or not), by the absence of democracy li.e.

objective mutual discussion of problems), and by the tendency of some

e
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A
=0, '[;'lhﬂ secondary, yel mporian, qualities are cleanlingss,
PunRctuality, etc.
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h,l.[;l;mlrl;; “I;”“'ii': prevails in Ethiopia. Qur elders who are ﬂ"*.J_I_:E:J '-'r--.:iﬂ Hu..L pEace
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Person at r;u!;?;!ln_g the blame where it should be put, calling 3 space ~r"~'--~‘~ﬂ
¢ is at fault, all this is avoided. Hypocnsy and fake “peace TCER 5
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gvolutionaries by assuming

fo present themselves as suparf
wositions and ayercriticizing averybody.
“rules’” should be o
jem and splf-criticism.

v say it without reserve.
warned by his words Of

d against them if you have not. ‘
ing criticism} in order to ruin

improve ong’

comrades
L] correct

pxtremist |
The following gight
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at you know af
aker but be
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always after the ev .
ticism without observing rules of

i unprincipted and can only be an
ntion, plotting, betraying, eic.

day without giving the
ticizing is to cure the

flowed 10 ensur

applc
1. Say all th
2. Blame not the Spe

you have co mmitie

3. Do not provoke co
the unity of the organiz
eriticism as a means ©

4. Criticize in good time and not
5. Do not engage in criticism and self-cri
correct organizational proced.ires. This
artack against comrades provoking disse

6. Avoid excessive criticism (i.e. criticizing day after
comrade some time 10 improve) as our aim in cri

patient” and not "to doctor him to death.” _
7. Fight against those who are shocked when disagreements arise and‘whn do
all in their power to maintain based on no principles. In

such cases the tool of criticism logical struggle should be
maintained to guarantee principled peace. Remembering that before we
can be united and in order that w may unite we must first of all firmly and
definitely draw the line of demarcation between the various groups. Unity
of principle, unity based on a common political aim, a common ideclogy
can best be guaranteed through firm and continous ideological struggle and
criticism of incorrect lines and ideas.
8. Have criticism and self-criticism $2s%i0
often as possible so as to prevent all
from contaminating the minds of the

grganization.
It is not enough for an organization to have theoretically clear, dedicated

revolutionary members who constantly use criticism and self-criticism and
:tternp-lt to develop themfelves so as to best serve the people. The
revolutionaries of a clandestine organization in a repressive country must also
be perfect Iélzthelprafuslunal art of combatting the political police (security
_Ippﬂratu;]'. : Without such professionalism the organization—whatever the
!u:.rnns of its cause—cannot survive long as the police will find it easy to
mqlltrﬂte. and suhs!aqucnthr destroy the organization. The day to day
:;n:ta}h:ng f“nl"t,'"".“w actuality (politicize, mobilize and organize the
ﬂ;.gﬂ:; :eq;nres skill in combatting the police, requires strict adherence to
e ;:: of secrecy and r.;:ﬂ!s for careful preparation, the mobilization of
" .:tw :nd :Erwﬁ._slef-sacﬂfme and conspiratorial skills.
g hﬂ“;“ie W::lcal police succeed in destroying an organization? It is
' _they have been able to get adequate inf i
{membership, activities, d e gt
. documents, etc.) on the clandesti izati
How do they get this information? Generall s e
e ! rally they gather information in two
(a) through the weak
ness of i i
amateurishness and inabili the rfmlut'u"a"“ themselves, i.e. thei
Lo inability to adhere strictly to th | ' o
{b) by infiltratin li ; ; @ riles of seciacy
g police agents or informers int i
We shall now discuss some of the precauti : ﬂ;h& iy
: - ions that i
take in order to get rid of his amateurishn ; 'Emlut.' AR ik
ess and to increase his

professionalism thereby fr :
' ; ustrating the att L
information (from him) on the organizatio :mﬂts of the political police to get

1. Shadowing is the
; method utilized -
potential or actual by the police in tryi i :
the police will I;le f:;f::ﬁ: :‘ij: a clandestine nrganizatiun.r;;::g ;:-:,“tl:f?
organization 9 ooy and night (secret| e
member and will get to know whom he :iaz?:fﬂ;_ahEUIPﬁﬂEﬂ

frequents, ete. Thi

F ; I may enable th

10 ma : ém to loca ecret

ke a raid thereby arresting all gathered int:idga secret rendezvous place and

50 how does a i
y revolutiona : -
always being shadowed or folloued. EZ‘ this? Primarily consider yourself a
1

steps accordingly. Y. the police
dhtinguishame]g:,;m ILi;:ur follower can be i and {nﬂer cease to take
r. chauffeur, priest, shﬂﬂshi:neudL who is not easily
or

correct mistakes if

ent.

peace and unity
and active ideo

ns at all levels of the organization as
kinds of political dusts and germs
revolutionaries and the body of the

g ho | g 3
s+, In Ethiopia th it
= - - "ll' I I : - € 1
ihf Imperial Cabiner '|'11ﬂ':;t:f:l:~lsm.t"" are the agents of the Securi m
It SR Bt p-Lfaﬁ_] Branch and Army Mi stcunty Department and
e ae “ﬁmpﬂ::nh: ! lllit_ar}- Intelligence also lend
d political agitators™



However, you should 'g-lﬂl"d vourself from the mania
" every passerby as a surveilleur (shadower). Thus you
_ change mode of transport, utilize backdoors, etc.
sible for anybody to follow you to your appointment

vou place- Notes: carelessness in this respect results in
(rend® mﬂﬂwf :::d organization as it enables the police to get
M hl::"_";'nu_ The principle for a revolutionary to foellow is DO NOT
Jocumen®®d Lo TE AS LITTLE AS POSSIBLE. Everybody knows that
-.ll'ﬂlTE 0 but what is written stays. You are responsible not only for
words P Jlso for others, for the organization; so do not collect letters and
you sither at home nor in vuur_pmkets. Down with the petty
add i:'.,d.iﬁdunli!t pehavior of collecting documents, an act which has

aothing t© dnp;'mg annotations in the margins of newspapers, lost documents,
Hence M3 otters o NOtES and keeping these is forbidden. A revolutionary
g ﬁn::\r. vaep archives of legal or illegal names, biographical information,

nd plans Hemlul‘iﬂnaﬁ!l work by memory.
maps ® :

w::ﬂu have finished reading a letter commit the important points to

mory and burn the letter. Seatter the ashes after burning the letter as
your me gevices that make it possible to read from non-scattered ashes
S artnm take notes on delicate subjects. It is better to forget certain things

write them down. y
-se techniques of remembering names, addresses, telephone numbers.

”‘*"jfp m:,:::::itm take unintelligible notes i.e.notes that only you can
- _In this respect create your own code, give people nicknames only
11 know, give streets and bars names only you will know. The principle
-1e names or people, addresses, or rendezvous (contact) points.

_in creating codes, remember that the enemy can break any code by u%ing
computers. S0 the best guarantee is to maqge the codes as often as possible
and never 10 use a code that follows a certain pattern or system.23 The more
systematic the code the easier it is to decipher {break]) it.

_if you have 10 write avoid writing in invisble ink as it is easy for the
snemy to detect and will only increase suspicion and aggravate things for you.
instead write unintelligibly in a way only you can understand and if you are
writing to another person write in such a way only the receiver can
understand. The principle is 10 make what is written as normal as possible.
e.q. A letter from Kebede to Asefa may have a sentence in it which runs like
this. “1 have planned to take my mother to Zuguala on Wenesday. | will leave
ot 4 o'dlock.” Now this is a normal innocent sentence but to Asefa it means
“Wednesday at 4 o'clock. Pamphlet to be distributed.” (as Asefa had been
waiting for instructions as to the date and time of distribution of the
pamphlets or tracts he has been given.)

—~try to disquise your handwriting. Learn to write with both the left and
the right hand.

—do not receive important letters or documents through your own post
office box or at your address. Use a third person.
3. Telephone: it is easy to tap or bug telephones using electronic
instruments which are not easily detectable. Therefore, a telephone
conversation by two revolutionaries can easily be heard and tapped by the
police. Telephone operators also serve as government agents and report
conversations.24 Thus a revolutionary should take extreme caution in using the
;“l}':'&““t: and fu:IIuw the three fn::llnwi ng rules strictly.

il :I’-“ public telephone. It is not easy to trace the caller and they (the

tel cannot bug all the public telephones.

b %
*peak for a very short period—which makes tracing the caller even much

13, A

: COmm ) :
A2 then B isT Ex:'”;!ﬂﬁ ﬂ_lf such codes is to substitute numbers of the alphabet, 1e.
Patlemn whieh o L o Dis8 or Ais2,Zis4, Bis 6, Y is 8 and so on following 2

the ¢
“omputers can decipher easily.

M I i
res : ;
%\:J.:m Theatre, APEE:E Hﬂ:" the Institute opened up by the Israelis (near the Haile
% 212, These people ’u ‘:;ﬂ'“ o train telephone operators, hotel messengers, office
many hotels elephone operators, office boys, etc.) will occupy a strategic

i, saarch draw::ﬂ anfgmi and can help report on telephone conversations, steal
. nd files, all this for their Israeli or Ethiopian police masters. 37



F____

n repeat 10 the police. This

e |:'_||‘”II;.IJ'” wi ]
3 rmally snd say thing® iy St ONDP A TREE
ok e should speak In S caying while if third person
1] Wik re
means that o rasning of what you @ suspicious or out of the

anderstand the o saying anything

d
jistens in e werll mot think Yol

ardnary ness On the rev .
4. Another aspect where careless s meetings Eew meelings should be

. anization cone : the issue to be
serious danger 0 7% 75 1 last longer than e mmute:;i :1:(: next day. The
tald and if held other meeting should be he : 3

discussed takes more ume, a your meeting was only

5
L'aiuﬂ =

l ad’ ﬂﬂtﬂtt .II‘I 13F["I Il.tI'IIE p!aﬁﬂ} on

p’“l | ll[_

d comr e 'f'.:l: Is to 3F:|PE-BI at ﬂ'l'ﬂ c ; . ,
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ﬂ-”lﬂ' lE'E pﬂllﬂﬁ may hEUE all’ﬂ'itE"d IE.“" a'ﬂ'd |||ﬂ||' h’E 'l'l'ﬂ'h”g toa Est ﬂllyﬂl"]
.

looking for him. e S
e ot oo e Lt L o i

- eavesdroppers | !
while walking as there can be many & meet in a bar sit at 2

[ ms. |f you have _
i hones and taperecorders n roo j meet if wee
;‘.:;: 1i.!l-.-men: you can see¢ most without being seen. Avoid sitting with ¥

i i f
back to the door and sit at a place where you can gatily escape In case O an

emergency. ‘
5. The most serous gli
nrganizatiunal matters 1o Persomns

he is talking. Or 10 talk to per

:ﬂuti:nnar,r's part results in

jutionry can make is to talk on

that are not directly concerned with what

sons outside the organization ahm:: the
S od its secrets. A revolutionary within an u-rgan!zatiun nows
ﬂf‘:ﬁi:f?s arelefam to his work. A “nosey” n:.-.r;:-_luti-:-nanr'yr is not at all a
revolutionary, for the more he gets to know about things that are not relevant
T i work, the more he will tell the police in case he 1 arrested and
tortured. Which will result in the loss of the lives of many revolutionaries and
the subsequent weakening of the organization.

Eor a revolutionary the rule to observe is “'to know more than you should
is dangerous and that the less we know of things that are not directly relevant
to our work, the less we can talk even under torture and this is good for the
organization.” Therefore it is not permissible for everyone 10 know
everybody else and everything olse. Each revolutionary knows only what
relates to his work; in many cases and whenever applicable he should not even
know the true names of the other members of his own cell (group). If his task
it to distribute leaflets he should not ask (or try to know) who wrote the
article, who mimeographed it, where the duplicating machine is, just as the
one who duplicates the papers (leaflets) should not ask or try to know who
wrote the article, who typed it out on the stencils, who is going to distribute
it. etc. This is the whole essence of compartmentalization and the golden
E:;:ll:le of “each knows only what related directly to his task and NO

The revolutionary unity of an organization is seen in terms of the strategic,
tactical and organizational principles that we adopt and NVOT on the basis of
names and persons. It is this identity of ideological, theoretical and practical
concepts that alifmrs revolutionaries in different parts of the country who are
not in contact ““"f ?anh other (who do not know each other) to act in such a
way as to be identified as members of the same organization. It is principles
and identity of goals ‘that unite revolutionaries and not the fact that one
m‘;;z:‘tﬂﬂ same ﬂﬂﬂﬂ. region, and/or nationality as the other.

pe urgeois indivi i
everything is r’araftwtﬂ a r;lagndestindwmual'lst FEndenw i Know exerycns snd
Efiitadinod conknnelivioocs ; Iﬂ:rrfsn!:&f:mn. Sut.fh a te_ndanw should be
and lack of faith in the organization. Welfullin:ur::“:f tﬂ?mn‘ il e
Kebede or Abebetch are its members but it s because it e 5 fuct moan k.
and fights for the peoples’ liberation. In thi cause it has a just programme
revolutionary is to know to ignore “_; it _:f respect the best quality of a
And the things we should not know are T : ﬂi'-'n?s one should not know.
related to our specific work, all the things that are not directly

And since the police infi
: nfiltrate spies
into the organizati 1y PASNARAIaUrS A i
R g;?:::a::l:. ; revolutionary should exercise ?:::n:;nfgﬂ;::l
; uch to talk leven in the organization) on urganizatiunall.

matters, except to thos .
& comrades direct! : :
One other serious (grave) fault is to ¥ concerned is prohibited.

o “reliable” friends who are not mexLﬂruanitatiunal T LA et
rs of the organizati
ation or to tell

p up that 3 revo

e



. the grganiratinn things which do not directly concern them or
Lo ad®s I gir work. This fault must be eradicated early and should be

ot m}aﬂ'd [z::-.pln-tel?- thoroughly and mercit?ssl?_ The rule that must be
out gd by all members of the revolutionary organization is: DO

0 A VERY INTIMATE FRIEND OR A SURE COMRADE

* THE ORGANIZATION WHICH IS NOT NECESSARY FOR
A S.E(:ﬁrﬂ ENIJW: This is a crime aga!inﬂl them as they are responsible for
know and fatal 1o 1h}e organization as its secrets are not kept but

what thtzﬂn i non-members. " Anyone who l:l-:_res not accept and strictly

t his role cannot be a member of a revolutionary organization. Such a
nl:ﬁE"'E_ ot 8 revolutionary but an amateur and a loud mouth fun-rider who
person s derstood naither the dead-seriousness of the revolution nor the

not u:iy.:ipll'ﬂ e and organizational secrecy.

gnce ';fe sther hand, there are people who are distrubed, shocked or

e:l . a comrade does not tell them “things’’ about the organization but
annoy' cjlent. This is a wrong attitude for one should not be shocked or
rather I:E::ﬁthe silence of a comrade as it is not an indication of his lack of
noyed Y you but more of a fraternal consideration and an awareness or
minu'iﬂ“’ of revolutionary duty. H-.:rw fraternal consideration? Because the

ow the more dangerous it is for you, say if you are arrested and

f 4. How is it an awareness of revolutionary duty? Because as the
'"“"ugat:f an organization, it i his primary duty to keep organizational
I'I'Hthanu may be his friend or his comrade but the organization is primary
’wjm' resents the millions of the labouring masses and also comprises of
a8 it m other comrades. As such a revolutionary’s duty is to keep the
“””ﬂﬂ of such an grganization, to observe its rules and regulations as well as
e requirements of discipline. In fact it_ is thE. DUTY of a member to
ceriously criticize not directly relevant to his (the listener’s) work. To sum up
then :

_know only things that relate to your work

_refuse to know things that do not concern your work

_do not talk on nrganizatiunal matters

remember that 10 keep organizational secrets is your primary

revolutionary duty

6. Arrest: it is through illegal arrest of suspects that the police try to
gather information about the clandestine organization, i.e. the interrogation.
A revolutionary who has taken the necessary secrecy and caution measures
[vis a vis shadowing, correspondence and notes, telephones, meetings,
conversations, etc.) will have nothing to fear. Still arrest puts the
revolutionary at a disadvantageous position—since he is at their mercy—care
must be taken to frustrate their “elever” interrogation techniques.

The best thing is to be prepared for everything from simple interrogation
to brutal torture. (The enemy is capable of all things evil—and the brutality of
the American and Israeli advisors to the security department is well-known).
Therefore:

—keep absolute calm. Be neither provoked nor intimidated

—say nothing. Admit only the obvious such as your name, your address

—do not forget that your interrogation is linked with that of other

comrades so that the little you say to the police may give them (the

police) documentation

—s0 do not explain yourself. Do not get involved in emotional arguments
=do not believe them (the agents) if they pretend to be sympathetic; so
make no effort to convince them of the justness of your cause

~when you deny, deny firmly. Your attitude should be “polite but firm”
-DO NOT CONFESS

;wﬁmuer they tell you do not be surprised. As far as possible keep calm
_ ! ”h?‘r’ may read nothing from your face

":.;;t:::mﬂ? P"E impreﬁsiun of lying. Never give the impression of
tactfully n.” The technique to follow is to use lie and “cooperation”

=never r . % S i
follows: espond to their provocation or intimidation which usually runs as

“WE kno :
W everything, you better talk.” “It will cost you dearly. We will

torture

You L

% you hm;ﬁ:?f? you, jail you, kill you, etc.” “Your friend has confessed,
® admire yoyur o -~ "“Are you a coward? Are you ashamed of what you do?
: Ourage, your heroism. Now tell us the truth.”

& will brin
9 Your mother, your sister, your father, etc. and torture

. 39



i k.” sTheir idea
d them to prison, etc. So you better ta
st il to fraternize all in an effort to make yvou talk, The

it wjr:m;hat they know very little; otherwise why spend so much
-mlth ting you? However, this does not mean *ha.t “-.Ev d_n i hawj- oy
interrogating ion. They may, and it is this little bit of

information in their possessio ; . i
ilnfmmatinn that they have which they will use to convince you that “your

friend has talked” and that you better do 5o in turn.

i i i ading it
—do not sign anything without re - , i
—do not fall victim of their “war of nerves  or psychological torture

Example: They will put you in a cell ar_ld let you han the cries of a man
being tortured. Or they will put an agent in the :ff&l with you :;hn will 'tﬂ-“
you vividly all the horrible tortures that he has “undergone. rrthen.r will
interrogate you in the torture chamber where you can see the various tools
and instruments of torture, Or they will release suddenly an ar:ester.l l;:::-rnrad_e
of yours and inform you (directly or indirectly) that he has talked” and is
mu;:lret;;:::.m create fear in you. Terrorize you. To make you feel cornered
and isolated. To weaken your morale and to push you to confess. Rememi_:er
that you are a revolutionary, a servant of the people and that the r?l:n:rurmg
masses are your strength (moral and physical) and that you are superior to all
these police dogs—despicable, inhuman, cowardly traitors—and they can never

frighten or trick you.

ZZZ
—avoid making efforts to establish ** He truth.” There is no truth devoid of

its class basis. There is no justice. So long as the feudalists and big
bourgeoisie are in power their injustice and falsehood will be taken as
justice and truth in their courtrooms. Proletarian justice comes only when
the working class assumes power at the head of the masses. So your
attempt towards establishing “truth” in the police stations or security
headquarters and in courtrooms is futile, fruitless. Have no illusions about

legality or justice under the present reactionary system.
-and do not ask the police when you will be released as they will take it as

a sign of weakness
Thus if a revolutionary maintains organizational secrecy, observes

discipline and increases his professionalism in combatting the political police,
the amount of information that the police can gather due to the
revolutionary’s (own) mistake will be reduced to nil. Along with this a
struggle must be waged to protect the organization from infiltrators of the
police and to weed them out if they have managed to get into the
organization.

A very good measure to combat police infiltration is never to accept into
the organization any person WITHOUT FIRST knowing all about his past and
his revolutionary origins. WE MUST BE CAUTIOUS AND STRICT IN
RECRUITMENT. Better to be few than to be twenty and ten of them police
agents or informers. Therefore all potential and new members must be
studied and observed.

The importance of keeping organizational secrets and not talking, even in
the organization, on organizational matters except to those comrades directly
concerned should be emphasized again. For if informers and spies have
infiltrated the organizatin, what they will hear or know will be very limited.
Thus the less we know, the less we can say (tell), the less the police
infiltrators will hear, the less they can report to their reactionary police
masters and this is good for the organization.

However, a revolutionary organization does not form a counter police
apparatus to combat police infiltration. The main weapon the organization
uses—aside from the strictest selection of members—is intensified political
education so that members will become politically conscious and;

a) will not be cheated by the pseudo-revolutionary rhetoric (fiery talk) of

provocateurs who are paid police agents who attempt to sab ivi
urs. | otage and divide
the organization or push it to take up premature action, .

b} will observe strict discipline and maintain secrecy, and

c) will know their tasks and be viai '
gilant against all attempts by the enem
to destroy the organization R R
4 An_ nrganliatmﬁ qu professional revolutionaries, of revolutionaries that are
onscious and politically rna_ture 15 a protective device against the police just
as 1t i5 a guarantee against theoretical weakness, lack of principle,



. of revolutionary philosophy. Therefore, the fight
ad '"ﬁ:..," ;s the elevation of the political knowledge of the
police infiltra rsther than “police-mania” or a tendency to see a
R T |1'Ii““"1::'_I all and every individual and to end up in an

= ] 1
Mi mrﬁ_'“'l : tlﬂthﬁ

sy g

rll'::ﬂ Wni:aliﬂnal discipline .
1) OBssrYe ¥ tional secrets with your life :
) organ members into the organization very cautiously
3) Recrvit r':gnlitiﬂl sducation (study of Marxism-Leninism in a living
4l ,,ﬂmﬂmm with practice) _

e ¢ gnamy i.e. know the political police. And to know the
W Know you thing else than persistent and systematic attempts to

5l . o means N0
pﬂ“'ﬂ" police thair technigques. This can be done by reading their literature

gnow T ::n“il'-'ﬂ:. like reading anti-revolutionary jna:_fum hu-ulr_.: written
pike Polic®n” = " d Israelis (the twachers of the Ethiopian Security men),
B ﬂl:‘m"”".:-; by talking to thieves, convicts, and students who have
making subjected to interrogation, watching the political police i.e.
wﬂ”'""nﬂ::u to identify them, to get to know about them (their
malking at e lives, etc.) to get a photo of them, etc. Ultimately they
weakness, P‘poi“ﬂ.“d“ out to other peoples for the more people get to know a
-md!' o 1, the more ineffective he becomes.
spcurity 3gen ion let us assert that before the seizure of power and in the
_“ﬁ that aim .the only weapon available to the revolution, to the
pursult organization. The hallmark of the revolutionary movement led by
massed “‘“ class is its high organizational standard. All activities aimed at
the wor '“ﬂ masses to the point where they will rise up and topple the ruling
;:':T boil down to this: to organize, organize, organize. The purpose of
ical propaganda and agitation is indeed to organize the masses; only by
izing them one way o another will conditions be created for educating
::I'd building up the immense strength of the revolution, for once
ssd their power will increase one hundred fold. It is for combat that
the masses are organized; conversely it is through combat that they are
od and educated and the forces of the revolution expanded. Therefore,
p——") organization and struggle must go hand in hand, the common
purpose being to form and lnl-lll'gt #H.Pﬂlltrﬂl army of the masses for the
long protracted struggle against imperialism and feudalism. The motto is then
to organize and to struggle to struggle and to organize, again to struggle . . .~
Thus the primary task of any Ethiopian revolutionary organization is to
organize the workers and peasants i.e. to form a Marxist-Leninst Party that
can gather the broad masses of the peoples under a United Front to fight
imperialism and feudalism. And the only way the Working Class Party can
pursue the mnlullinn to victory and thus contribute to the world revolution
i if it, conforming Fn the fundamental principles of Marxism-Leninism,
makes 2 deep analysis of the class relations within its society, makes a
concrete analysis of the present situation, the history

of the country, its parﬁ-n.ularitias and the specific theoretical and practical
mn:mt?:; t.l':u :;?::t:::fm puusl An independent, concrete, deep analysis
A' 3l mu; :t i:l:rﬂtﬂ to the solving of the major
muntl;:dliml Iu a rtmlutiunmfr m:rar',rda',r of his life; he is a man of
sttt tlﬂl he is marnpltmg in all ways to form a revolutionary
robilziog g m’:ﬂ in the meantime stop the task of propagating and
et tha g as well @ Improving his own ideological outlook. This
for e revolutionary will not fold his arms, sit back, relax and wait

By mﬂ::nzmm to come (from where?) and undertake 1;1 iticizati
E Insioi e kit B e politicization
oo ke asses and propagates among them and

) Ethioe: i danization politicized members. Therefore

Tization ﬂ'n‘nrl:ing ELT;H should maku all attempts to form an
arty or Marxist-Leninist Party) and should in

35 ] may be i
e Rugiyy hm”'!;:;::la |1:u nole that thousands of police agents “participated” in
|':|"Inm of mrmnu;;ﬂ:!umlj:nl and that the CZARIST political police
Mape, gt RE'I'UIH.[“]"I And ““:-lr:‘r Social I.H'"llih'hl-tfh. All this did not prevent the
:h': ling ataly, guard agaings ":'f"lul'rll'l"ll‘-"ul.‘ revolution is another example which
m‘lch“ U 00 police i © Spies of the enemy (the American CIA) but in
. “in stop the the revolution of the peoples led by the




P embers to th :
yes 1o e vﬂluahll! m ) ' COMmin
eantime PrePa"S 1:;:-::;[ they sbould (s} form secret cireles or roups
s i:ltmmw“h_m“' :erxist-Ll“i"i’ﬂ_ oy 1"Hm':l- o should Make
o gy revolution® s being physically very fit and acquiring th,

10 S el preparations L iing, photography, forgery, firstaid, typing

rn x 'ﬂﬂ:. -

e ing machine ope e onaries should integrate themsalves with the masse,
apy BV “Huw to integrate? Go to the fal:tanIEsf 10 the

them. ¢ as teachers, clerks, community workers
- liage ith the masses. Lear ;
atryside. in close contact with t 1 about
cou etc. and mainta mandism, aloofness and arrogance in dealing

researchers. : oid co

their need and mihu!l::"';n their difficulties, resp-e-‘:t_ tl:i!.rn andldu all other
e T:i::“:i:m' masses consider you as “theirs” i.e. their son, frieng,

things that Wi

7
ﬂ_m{tmmﬂpﬂ'ﬂ;"mu“ relate to the specific condition of the
(3) What is Pf:F“I:s el as the general situation in Ethiopia. This means
factory, of the loc l:g Sesinnd situation in each factory, village, town, etc.
that we must study i3 on it. In doing this we must never forget to relate
and base our propaga the general situation prevailing all over the country
. ! s Therefore, we should point out that what
and affecting ﬂ:;::;h ;E’:“ Textile Factory does prevail in the Wonji Sugar
prevails in mﬂ':at the plight of the peasant in one party of Sidamo is like that
Factory, 3""" one part of Wollega, and what happened to peasants in Bale
of peasants in o eres. etc.) happened to peasants in Gojjam, and that the
{h.nnil.'lll'lﬂ, mfr n-n“ all over and/or the workers all over are the same and
enemies of n::.nf the Ethiopian student movement (“land to the tiller,”
that the dema nd “the right of self-determination up to and

o 1o imperialism” a F Ao 2
an end Il nationalities in Ethiopia”) stand for the true interest

including secession 10 a

the peasants and workers. ) oy
2 Th:!aim is to creat sympathy and active solidarity (and conse-

quently alfiance) amidst workers and peasants as well as re?nlutiunaw
students, The intention, moreover, is to show that the problem is not local
but central (country-wide) and that the solution can only come if the system
st the center is destroyed. Thus the solution is not to kill only one local
feudalist but to exterminate the whole lot of big feudalists, big bourgeoisie
and foreign captialists. And (that} this gigantic task calls for the unity of all

the oppressed and exploited masses of Ethiopia.
(b) What is propagated must explain to the peasants and workers the root

of their suffering i.e. why they are poor, oppressed and exploited while others

(a minority) are rich, powerful, etc. This calls for a systematic explanation of

the development of society and the concept of classes and class struggle. It

calls for a scientific analysis of the Ethiopian society, a simplified yet full

explanation of what government means, what class interest means, who the

ruling class in Ethiopia is, what methods it utilizes to confuse and divide26 the
people i.e. an explanation of the state—the role of the church, the Army, the
police, the security, the Ministry of Information, the courts, etc. In short, the
whole ideological basis of the ruling class must be exposed and refuted. In
doing this we should bear in mind the low level of political consciousness of
the masses and we should make widespread and persistent efforts to explain
what the basic democratic ocncepts (equality, election, right, freedom,
government by the people, land to the tiller, etc.) mean.

We think it fit to raise at this point that when writing or speaking we
should always have in mind the rank and file worker or ordinary peasant who
rrmt_underst.land us, believe in our appeal and heed our call to rise up and
fight imperialism and feudalism. The masses cannot assimilate our ideas unless
:;E:EZ;:J:F:‘?R the language which they understand: and as the language
o is th:.- tfanguage th&',r‘si:l?ak we ought to learn Ianguage_fmm
real life an‘d 8 :’:‘;‘F‘;:’; Wﬂﬂ_huhf'_'f Is rich, vigorous, vivid and expressive of
ek writ':u earn it. This is the only way if we want the masses to
writing the rﬂnluti::.:. hear what we speak. Therefore, whether talking or
unintelligible styles. e - o0 8V0id empty phrases, abstractions and dul

&5. He must know his audience well (to whom is he writing?)

26 Thiz abﬁ'ﬂ:
e cal .
nationalities within Is for a systematic propagation of the correct theory that all

Ethiopi
have the righy 1o ropia (Oromus, Amharas, Tigres, Gurages, Somalis, etc.) are equal

self-dete i . :
42 of the Oppressed ﬂ'lam{ 2 rRation up to and including secession, And that the unity

Fome on a yoluntary, equal o all nationalities is advantageous and that this unity can only

" nd fraternal basis
h_



I the gruth in the most effective language. Effective because the

get across |d not write in the language of book formulas but in the
ﬂ,.;ol!-'ﬂ“"’? for the cause of the masses whose every m_-mrd. whose
isnguade of ﬁ!"‘“;'e inner most thoughts and sentiments of millions.
dea reflect T nust explain to the workers and peasants fiow to
"It is not enough just to explain; the way ahead, the task
od thei auffering: = existing situation must also be stated. How to end
o be 901 ™2 L % the basic question. the drive to destroy defeatism and
~ wwn!. inds of the masses. How to end the suffering under feudalhsm
gatalism i? - m? The masses must get organized, talu::t up the_gun am:l fight.
ot imperial fight? How can we fight? The feudalists and imperialists are
Why !hﬂuld *:W can we the unarmed masses defeat them? Who are we to
0 F""""M our masters, anyway? Aren’t we ordained by God to be n._uled?
cevolt against iny? to live in poverty? Hence isn't it against God's will to
fsn't it OUf E'“:m éﬂﬂ““ of Tigerai, Gojjam, Borana, Bale and elsewhere
glt? Didn :::Iid they achieve? etc. etc. . . Simple and difficult questions, all
o tions will arise and the revolutionary must be prepared to
of QuesTC ingly, with fact and patience. This is the most difficult
snswer the “ole to defeat fatalism, impotence, defeatism, doubt and lack of
3 :_::ﬂ e inculcated into the minds of the labouring masses by the
::ﬁnm and its chief pmp.ngandist-thn church.
The mdutiﬂnarf's basic ideas should be _
(1) We must fight. Hence he should explain
_the futility of reform _ , _
_the need to counter reactionary violence with revolutionary violence
_that the peoples must take power
_that power grows out of the barrel of a gun
_that the people must organize themselves and conduct a people’s
mrfgll-!ﬂi"awﬂl'fﬂﬂetﬂ.
(2) We must organize. Hence he should explain
—why the peoples need 1o be organized
_what type of an organization it should be
—how do we organize
—with whom do we organize
—against whom do we organize
and so on
(3) We must unite. Hence he should explain
—why there is a need for unity
—what do we mean by unity?
-what do we mean by unity between the oppressed masses of
Ethiopia?
—on what is the unity of the masses of the various nationalities of
Ethiopia to be based?27
Why do we unite? We unite to fight. How do we fight? We get organized
indlh_'aq& a protracted armed struggle—in which the majority of the peoples
perticipate—against feudalism and imperialism. All this propaganda must also
:-;:hrrhlned wit_h the full puhliu:i_w of the victorious struggles of the masses
Bistag “ﬂmuﬂthﬂ sun_h as Hum?. Chim_:, Vietnam, Cuba, Dhofar, Guinea
mﬁm- ﬂ:&r e trlnl.r.'.zt I'““'“. confidence in the masses, make them able to
beautiful i‘umm ';“““ genius and power, make them believe that the
e i ﬂ:’: ahead i'rmmlmn} can be attained and that it can only be
imperialism, Y organize and take up arms to smash feudalism and
T
and ;ﬁ:‘;ﬁ:ﬂi;f ::v ;:1# we are confident that the poltiicized, organized
Seative genius and cont _t;j'l':“ﬂ will-apart from giving full play to their
toism, i nbuting to the pages of hlitf:lir'y" various acts of
*d put an end tﬂ?:“ h“l’ and victory—destroy all reactionaries completely
Ethiup;,n masses a:"“:hf-'f OPPIESSI_ﬂn and exploitation of man by man.
M heayen an: e: true bastions of iron, the invincible ones who
rth, smash all feudalists, big bourgeois and

21, Thi
Em‘,:,,p-l 5 calls for .
and -mh‘,thﬂt all m‘;ﬁgﬂffﬁﬁﬂ?mﬂ of the correct stand on the national question in
el ding secession. The r: Within Ethiopia have the right to self-determination up to
mm-n_“m'"-}' Of the massey of jrwm! ton of this right is primary and necessary if weare to
: IRe various nationalities, Therefore, all revolutionaries should

Wetery g 4 2Cl Chauying :
“ll;t: o :'L';hg correct Wists, Amhara Supremacist, narrow-minded nationalists and

Stamd . =
forma i T the hbﬂuri':-,g '3'“; the national question. This combat to foster unity and
"8 2 Mg ol e of all nationalities is a decisive combat that affects
alrevolutionary organization in Ethiopia. 43



| ialists establish a democratic peoples” Ethiopia and e
:ﬁl:ﬂ men will live mﬂl:r, freely n-u:l happily Wﬂl:kin' ::::1 l::
abilities and receiving according to their n[ad: This is the jul: nﬂ“'dl g
masses and it is the only cause that is worth d?“'.' for. And if Iﬂm:m-u“v Ilk' =
many revolutionaries before us, we die for this human ideal thnt s

our reason for living, it will not be as martyrs or heroes but a8 simple v

in the daily and universal struggle of peasants, workers, students gy :
peoples. And when we die we shall neither be the first nor the last miﬂ:,’
Hwheﬂnurmemﬂ.WuMljunbg“ﬂmlmﬁn! ﬂmﬁ;

for the total liberatio. of mankind.
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p them thoroughly understand the policies of then

supER WORK—Love of red tape. To sit in one’s office and send out orders
sithout going to the spot 10 check the carrying out of the work and to map
oot plans for the good implementation of the instructions and resolutions of
the mnb:un. They are not aware whether the instructions and resolutidns
sent by 1:h¢ higher levels to the localities can be carried out or not. This style
:d wﬁrmngg:i hag ul. It ;_ueue_nts us from closely following the movemeant

ng the real situation. Therefore, many of our policies are not

carried out thoroughly.
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st. The more veteran and talented we arg, thy
of us nm:rll be I:mmd..ﬂl must have a yearning for progress and keey,
be our mod . *To learn, to learn, and to learn.” Cancejy and

teacher s
g nl:;lﬂ'.r will but hinder our progress.
solf-comp eral many qualitios, such as perserverance

have in gen
nuhwﬂ: v:::u rcofulness, and initiative, these are invaluable qualitie,
m:[r:wll"“ ;’ for the development of ullfa_r virtues. But in this pering
::'IFF -'t dl“lﬁﬂl-llﬂ'“ and heavy tasks, those qualities are not enough, ﬂﬂ*‘r if
grek use of this good basis resolutely to correct the above-maentioneg
come to complete success,

i & We believe that dangerous :hnltq{nmmgs I«:l! the nature that was faced
L oy movencnt, i ey i he ESN, it b el s
,;ﬂduy corrected, People that try to show ofl with pompous and :ﬁdm!m phrases (1o
ress whom?) have cropped up lately. The lflcst academic quackery which resounded
with w big a force and fury came from Hagos Gebre Yesus an a topic entitled Yourh and
the National Democratic Revolution, The writer, a veteran ESUNA member and, in fact,
ment abroad, Is now unfortunately “playing footge"

the founders of the move
one of of indulging in problems that have no bearing or

4th the student movement. He is guilty
::l-rm:t to the democratic Ethiopfan Student Movement, We believe that problems

must be examined with a view to their theoretical and practical significance in advancing

the Ethiopian revolution in general and the democratic student movement in particular,
tificate about the fate of not only our movement, from a position of a elearly

Te ¢ :
dnm resfgnation at the high-bench of an imperialist institution (and very ﬂhjmiw:h-
too!) is, af best, irresponsible and at worst, reactionary.

To talk sbout problems without their concrete existence and imagine that they exist is
the business more often of a bourgeois novelist than a revolutionary materialist! g
people must learn from the revolutionary experience of the Vietnamese and others and

shake off their Mlusions and join the ranks of our movement as soon as they can manage
it.

We shall advise all who have differences of opinion with ESUNA to conduct 3 principled
ideological struggle within one organization. To continue to use ESUNA's name ilegally
will not be tolerated especially after ESUNA's generous offer to accept as members all

who disagree with it politically.

* This supplement has been added to the original Elementary Nores on Rk
and Orgenization. The reader is referred to read both together. 2 i
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