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STATEMENT ON TIE FORMATION OF THE ETHIOPIAN PEOPLES' RE-
g A VOLUTIONARY PARTY '

‘('EPRP)‘
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Great thmgs have ’ro corjusr reco;*mhon in struggie. Wlthoat the |

Amultl facated revoluhonary masswe st!uO‘gle of the February Revolutlon,

h i POy ey

-the pohhcal power of au* ocracy would not have crurnbled of its own 3

A\{/ .

vohtmn The precent L'OUI"‘TGOIS n1111tary dlctatorsmp of the fa“mst type

rules w1th multiple forms of pohtu,al ideological, orgam.zatlonal

m111tary and eccnomic counter-revo!® +1onary vnethodologx"* whose actual
dlsplacement requires a correspondmg revoluuendly mu‘tlple and pro—

grammat1c forms of pohﬁcal} 1deolr)g1ca1, orgamzatlona] mlhtary

":(t

and economlc methddolegies. Undoubtedly, the February revo’ubxon was
richest in strugnie and idcas. The sj ingle most tragm fact of the Feb—

ruary revoluiion was the absence of a strongly root ted gudm centra-

lxsmg and in tegxatm cenire, apable of covcentratmg ‘u-e released
ol ¢ e |

scattered energles, struggies and ideas of the broad masses m orde.x: to
b"1ghten the correct evolutmn of the revolutmnary path Thxs Q‘UIdepOot
wa: absent It ‘has now arrlved mt : its pleb1an h;rml tvtstretchmg out
1tslbr1 uant prbm amme from n‘s forced 111ecra1 condlt*on end baSF What

- a h1stor1c development of earth hakmg s1gn1f1cance in the h1story of class
_Vstruggles in Vthoaxa Et'noma has at lgg 13‘21: its I\/h;rmst Lenmnst Party'

!{?

It has the uthmplan Tcoples Revolutlonary Party' Thls is mdeed the



gloriest moment - the real moment of the festival of the oppressed!

To the EPRP we extend a militant and class welcome! We vow to help

in every con'ceivable way the EPRP to win or conquer the widest pogsible
support and influence among the student youth abroad and the international .
forces of social progress, democracy; national liberation, socialism and
peace! i ‘

According to the Programme of the EPRP (releasea in August 1975 in
Amharic, Tigrigna, Oromogna, Arabic, English and French), Ethiopia‘ s
party of the proletariat was formed 3% years ago. That is to say, the
‘EPRP was formed 22 years before the onset of the unprecedented Feb-.
ruary revolutlon. Ever since its formation the EPRP has undertaken full
égigation and propaganda work. It has prepared both theoretical and special
pamphlets. The EPRP has produced the leading agit-prop organs of the
cdﬁﬁtry for more than a year. Democracia and Abiyot (re-named as
Labader) have provided timely agitational, propaganda and organizational
leadership since the February revolution in Ethiopia. These two organs
have taken the leading theoretical position on the politico-ideological fronts.
This fact was a matter appreciated by wide sections of the popular in-
tellegentsia, workers and students. Both friends and enemies ofthe
Ethiopian revolution have recognized whether they like it or not,. the
historically crucial role that the EPRP-produced Democracia and Labader
(Proletariat) are playing.

" The coming into existence of the EPRP conforms to the highly ac-
celerating dynamic revolutxonary situation propelling Ethiopian society, to
-the level and stage of historical and somal development, objectively ob-
‘tammg in Ethmpla, to the rich class ‘struggle in the country. There were

and are two mutually hostile, mutually irreducable, mutually antagonistic,
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mutually contradictory sets of analysis on the nature,: scope, perspective,

~ potentialitieg of the February revolution. ' The erroneous view argued -

that.the February mass movement did not constitute a revolutionary
situation, Consequently the struggle against: fe::dalism and.imperialism is in

the future. The exponents of this view held that the objective.and sub-

jective factors to form the party of ihe proietariat are weak.: Thel group

held that Ethiopia lacked an industrial prolevariat. In fact, accordingito

this group there is nc proletariat to speak of. The Ethiopian proletariat

- according-to: these persons, is “petty-bourgeois'‘. Thus the essential ‘basis

to form the multi-national party of the proletariat-is absent. The working
class mover.ent is said to be dominated by paid off ‘‘labour aristocrats’
of the comprador type‘‘. .In fact, the Ethiopian Confederation of Labor:-
Unions :was falsely cast as reactionary, imperialist tied, ‘etc. Equally:’
important, : this group has a wrong estimation of-the development of soci-
alist thought in Ethiopia. It lacked faith in the existence of a sgocialist
intelligentsia. The group subjectivcly assigned the leadership role of the
February revoclution to the petty-bourgeiosie. ‘It called on the workers
and revolutionary peasantry to disarm and be fully subservient to the
dictation ofthe military bourgeois dictatorship of the fascist type. It
claimed that the principal struggle is betweer those who uphold:the develop-
ment of the capitalist forces of production and between those who uphold
the feudal forces of production. Consequently, the social class align-
ments must be on the one hand, the wor’-ers, peasants, petty-
bourgeoisie, . imperialism and its associated varieties of bourgéedisies, ‘and
on the other the feudal aristocracy, the royal family, feudal® reattion ~
and ‘“‘Arab reaction‘'. It is claimed-that it is in the interést ofthe

proletariat to solidify the alliance agsinst the feudalists only! ¢V
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In dtrect opposition tothis view, the revolutionary forces hav;e'aopraised
the Febr‘uary revolution scientifically. The Feabruary revolution, according
to the revolutionary view, marks a critical turning point in the hiqtorv of
the broad masses since the fascist times of World War II. It marked

the str_etegle New Democratic stage of the Ethiopian Revolution. It is a

period of whether the New Democratic revolution will result in a complete

SN

defeat of imperialism, feudalism and bureaucratic capitalism or not. It is
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a period of whether the hegemonic role of the proletariat in the bourgeois
‘revolut‘iton will ocour or not. It is a period of whether the worker-peasant
elliance will be constructed or not. It is a period of whether the con-
ditione‘ forthe tra_nsttion to socialism will be fulfilled or not. It is a period
of,‘vvvh'cther or not the broad masses are won over to new democracy and
the socialist p_erepective. In short this view held that the working class
movernent existed. Advanced or conscious workers, the socialist' intelli-
gents1a i.e., both the objective and subjective conditions to form the party
of the proletarlat existed in the February revolution. Consequently, the
formatlon of the party of the proletariat does not come as a’ :'siirpris:e.\' It
is something that was expected and thecreticaily anticipated S'yhthe\' notioe-

able resounding siogans that ESUNA called since 1972 - Long Live the

Multi-national Party of the Eihiopian Proletariat!!

' Nevertherless to foretell beforehand the exact moment of the':piarty‘sl

(R4

Formation ta impossible. This question ¢f whe: or how ‘‘soon’'“the party
of the proletarlat would be formed cnn only be a fawvorite ‘past time for
fortune tellers ~ But “‘Marxists are not fortune tellers. They mould

and mdeeo can, only mdmate the general direction of future developments
and changes they sould not ‘and, cannot fix the 'day and thelour in a mecha-

nistiz way. But when I say that there will soon be a high tide of - &~

revolution, I am emphatically not- speaking of something which in the words



| of some people ‘is possible coming’, somethmg t'lusory, unattainable ‘—uxd
‘devoid of significance for action, ‘It is lxke a ship [:: out at sea whose
mast-head can already be seen from the shore, it is L1ke the mornmg sun
in the east whose shlmmermg rays are v1s1b1e from a mgh mountam top;
it is like a child about to be born moving reslessly in its mothelr‘s womb. ‘
tl\/lao Tse-tung) The birth of the EPRP happened 32 years aga.. We never
noticed it. But our slogans, agitations and propaganda were a1med at
helping the Marxist Lenninsts of Ethlopla to umte and create the Fthiopian
party of the proletamat Conforrnlng to Lenm s rmgmg 1nstruct10n, we
"called time and again,t ‘Give us an orgamzatmn of revolutionaries, and
we will overturn (Ethiopia)”.  Now that organization of revolutionaries has
been created in Ethiopia. It is an 1nev1table law hlstory that no matter
.~how difficult the path, nothmg will prevent the EPRP from overturmng
Ethiopia'!! And we say Long Lwe to the EPRP! i |

The EPRP follows the best traditions of +he Commumst League founded

" By°Marx and’ Engels in 1847, It follows in the footsteps of the Russmn

Social Democratic Labour Party of 1898. It follows ine Communist kP‘arty

of China (1921) and Viemam ‘(1930) It has ‘beh‘indv(it the history of rich

class struggles extending from Europe. Russta (1905 1917), China, Vietnam,
etc. All these part1es formed as first ernbryoes of 1ndependent poltttcal
parties.,’ As Lenin" clarlfled, “The party is the polmcally consc1ous, advarced
section of the class, it is its vangnard The strength of the vanguard is

teh times; a hundred times, more than a hundred tlmes. greater than its

numbers.” ‘Is that posmble‘? Can the strength of hundreds be greater than

the strength of thousands? It can be and is, when the hundreds are
organized. ”Org'an‘ization"increases strength tenfold. ‘* (Col. Works, Vol.

19 p. 4086). Judging byf"it';s“activ'ities and""programme, the EPRP is well



organized (e.g. p.oduciie Democracia, - Labader). In its programme, the

EPRP has called for thz highest form of revolution. It has distinguished
itself from bourgeois and petty-bourgeois parties by recognizing: the all-
- round dictatorship of the proleiariat as the only step to bring about the
destruction of the exploitation of man by man. It has identified the minimum
demands for democracy and naticnal liberation by resolving to lead the
fight against feudalism, imperialism and bureaucratic capitalism. It has
_pesolved io guide,. the democratisation of the state system, the natioral
movements, the struggle for democratic libertics by the broad masses, the
struggle of tne peessantry for land and liberty, the working class struggle
. for economic well-being and democratic rights. Tic programme has
specified how the pasic demands of the class, social, economic, religious,
nationality, etc. categories will be .satisfied in a people‘s Ethiopia under
the leadership of the proletariat. - :The foreign policy -of the EPRP is
,,g{uigled. by proletarian internationalism. It is anti-imperialist, anti-colonialist,
anti-racist, anr’ci—Zi'onist and stands for the genvuine unity of the different
states on the African continent. Thus, the programme of the EPRP ‘is
principled and inspiring. It demands support from -all the socialist countries,
the working classes of the capitalist/imperialsist countries, the liberation
movements in the third world and progressive anti-imperialist countries
’_the world over. We call upon the bpeoples of the world: to rally support
for the EPRP! The EPRP is an authentic vanguard of the working class
in Ethiopia which combines socialist thought with the working class
movement.,

The EPRP has to integrate is scientific Marxis: -Lenninst world outlook
‘o the "é.on‘cretve conditions in Ethiopia. The current situation in FEthiopia .is
complex. It requires great creativity and imagination. Brigkly, the

situation in Ethiopic at present can be characterized by an extreme
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hatred among the brotherly Ethiopian and Eritrean masses. No where hac
%this Junta bungled so badly " as in Fritrea. FEven at this writing ?
*mericans and 6 Fthiopian soldiers manning the Kagnew station have been
detained by the Eritrean National fronts.

The military Junta is shying away from the foreboding problems of the
country and has started indulging in wasteful corruption and extravagance.
In its bid to come to power, it used the extravagant ways of the ex-
emperor to mobilize support. Wow it is engaged ironically in draining
the country‘s limited resources! Now it out ranks the ex-emperor by
spending $3 million dollars on building a pretentious .‘‘Red Souare!*

Amid intractable problems of the country, it chose to spend the stolen
resources of the masses on a fictitious ‘‘Red Square‘'’. Do the masses
need squares or food? What 1 pathetic sight!? In Ethiopia today--‘

a) Inflation is skyrocketting, unemployment is on the rise, production

is declining, the working people are facing awful economic depravations.
Thus 2 more serious economic crises than the period of the autocracy
has gripped the country. b) The country is gripped by a galloping famine.
Far from checking the famine, the regime is escalating it. It is di-
verting relief supplies to huy weapons to suppress the masses. It has
crue lly barred others from providing relief assistance to the distressed
regions in Eritrea. c) The effects of its separation of politics from
economics is becoming materially evident daily and hourly. The junta

is creating more concentration camps than the previous regime. The
number of prisoners hss reached unbelievable proportions. There is still
2 complete blackout of democratic liberties, the state machinery is highly
burenucratised, the state now has 2 monopoly of means of production

over and above a monopoly of violence and coercion. d) The regime has
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attackea the Confederation of Ethiopian Labor Unions (CELU). It has
Atempted o liquid e it sinee (.Tl'ILU is becoming more and more
radical.  Recently it resolved to cut its ties with /\FL—C‘IO, IFCTU
and with imperialism. Member s of CELU have translated into

~mharic the great classic of 1\/”arx1svn Lemmsm——the Commumst Mamfesto

These mcreased radwahsatlons of the Work ing class of Ethmpla pro—
mpted the Junta‘s fascist attack against CFLU' Moreover, teachers,r
students, the unemployed are being killed, torturad and 1mpr1soned
Over 2,000 striking students are jailed to prevent anv possible ‘‘dis-
ruption‘‘to the celebrations of the Junta at its ‘‘Red Siynare!‘‘ e) The |
fighting Withﬂthe Junta hierarchy is growing. Coups and counter-
coups are daify 6ccuring The stablhty of the regime is totally Iackmd
Its eclstence for all mtents and purposes is becoming daily doubtfu
f) The masses are poised for a new upsurge. The repressed soldlers,
the workers, the ﬁeasante the students, teachers, the town poor and
ﬁnemployed are poised for another popular con_flagratmn.

It is under these conditions when the Junta is in a helpless Fix fhat
the party ofv ;;he proletariat chosa the moment of its emergence! Nothing
could be more inspiring than this well timed emergence when the masses
ha.{re a thirst for genuine leadership. The workihg class and Ethiopia‘s
broad masseé have at last their self-sacrificing and death—defying EPRP!
The Junta has lost the iaitiative. The popular masgses are gaining the
initiative. The core that can safeguard their independence and their
individuality has come out to the light. Viva EPRP!.! _Support born
out of nothing but ideological conviction!!! We support the EPRP from
the class stand of the proletariat! The social fascist clique will de—i
finitely mete out the EPRP with division and all sorts of inimagiinary‘
7abuses. Nothing ‘‘good‘‘ comes out of the social- fasmst cliclllue in Europe

‘ and its qympathlsers elsewhere, The rmddle roader w111 be mdec1s1ve
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--FSUNA calls upon all revolutionary groups, circles, clandestine
nuclei etc. to grow out of their circle mentality and develop in-
dissoluble links with the Marxist-Leninst: EPRP!

--ESUNA calls upon all msss organizations, democratic parties,
national fronts to form political and revolutionary united front
ties with the! EPRP to defeat in a strategic manner feudalism,
imperialism and the fascist Junta.

--ESUNA -calls upon the Ethiopian proletariat to protect, give un-
reserved support to its vanguard.

--ESUNA . calls upon the teachers associations, teachers forum, the
women organization, soldiers deputies, and the student youth
organizations to develop links and conditions for mutual influence
with the EPRP.

--ESUNA calls upon the Zemetcha students to avidly develop ties
with the EPRP as they are heroically doing with the peasantry.

--ESUNA calls upon the organizations in WWFES to take a firm
stand in support of the EFPRP.

--ESUNA calls upon all nationality democratic movements {e.g.

Eritrea, Oromo, etc.) and student nationality organizations ‘
to takea firm si.oo o in, support of_the EFRF,

i T i oo b = "
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--ESUNA calls upon the heroic Ethiopian broad masses to defend, -
protect and expand indissoluble ties with the EPRP.

--ESUNA calls upon the Ethiopian peasantry and workers and soldiers

to provide the army of the people under the leadership of the EPRP.
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--FSUNA calls upon the worker peasant strata within the present army
‘iristitution to desert the present fascist authorities and join a peoples’
army based on the model of the programme of the EFRP.

. Long live the EPRP!
SRR tiomouils B4 hre  Down -with (Junta Party!
Long Live the proletariat!
~Down with Junta Socialism!
Long live the worker-peasant alliance!
Down with Junta workers control!

Long live peoplg




