Fully Support the
Prisoners’ Struggle

PRICE: 10 CENTS




Australia prisoners are rebelling against the

i gaols

prisoners’ rebellion is occurring within the context of

atic liberties and against the foreign domination of our
‘The prison revolt is a component part of the national
against imperialism and for a truly independent Australia.
an independent, anti-imperialist, people’s Australia can
“ e question of gaols, The people will then detain the real
als — the imperialists and their stooges.

The real rulers of Australia are the huge foreign monopolies
ich dominate our economy and all its political institutions,
cluding the jails. They are aided and abetted in the plunder of
ustralia by a small handful of local traitors, like McMahon,
hitlam, Dunstan, and all the other puppets who support

“foreign investment’.

. It is logical, therefore, that the spokesmen of imperialism
create a hullaballoo about the prisoners’ demands for better
_conditions. In chorus, the rulers of Australia condemn the prison-
rs, workers, small farmers, aborigines, unemployed, pensioners,
and students, as being disreputable elements in the community.

 The most disreputable element in our community in fact
ve ruling class itself. Imperialism has bought nothing but
mfort to the Australian people. It has involved us in unjust
of aggression, it has plundered our resources and labour
 pollution, unemployment, economic crisis, cultural
ce, and it has destroyed much of our traditional heritage.

JAILS: FOR WHOM?

k The foreign owners of Australia also wield state power.

control the machinery of the state — the courts, the police,

i forces, the government and the prisons ~ which they ensure
Wi ;



function to serve their own narrow interests against the interests
of the Australian people. The question ‘For whom?’ is fundamen
tal. Jails in capitalist society serve the ruling capitalist class
(which is dominated by U.S. imperialism in Australia.) It is no
coincidence that those sectors of the population who oppose
imperialist domination — i.e., the working people and students —
are the inmates in capitalist jails. Every time the prisoners rebel
in protest against the jails they are joining with all patriotic
Australians in dealing a blow against imperialism for Australian
independence.

“A GLIMPSE OF THINGS TO COME”

No other jail has captured the public’s attention as much
as Pentridge, Pentridge, like most of our jails, was born out of
the economic domination of Australia by British colonialism in
the C19th. The old British colonialists needed jails and armed
forces and courts in order to maintain the newly found (i.e.
‘stolen’) wealth in Australia. Today, the jails have not changed
much, but British imperialism has been surpassed as the number
one exploiter of Australia by US imperialism. The jails serve the
same function; to maintain the domination of the profit-hungry
imperialists and to quell anyone who opposes imperialism.

Inside the jails, we see the reality of capitalism, its
essentially violent nature. The reality of capitalist class dictator-
ship is experienced daily in an uncamouflaged manner. The
common characteristic of all capitalist jails is their over-riding
principle of ‘breaking’ the prisoner and forcing the prisoner to
bow to the discipline of the dictatorship of the capitalist class.

Most prisoners are in jail for committing crimes against
capitalism. Most prisoners are members of the working class
forced into a position where they either have to break capitalism’s
sacred laws concerning property or starve. Or they have fallen
victim to the pressures and corrupt values which capitalism impos-
es upon them. Those prisoners who escape from jail should have
~our full support. . AT

v dt

litaiist jails are fascist institutions. Fascism is the open
flaged dictatorship of the capitalist class. Prisoners are
to almost unrestrained violent repression most of the
e ruling class would gladly and eagerly be prepared to
nister the society at large on the same fascist basis as it
nisters the jails. We must never forget this fact.

:'Euery time the imperialists infringe upon our hard-earnt
cratic liberties they are attempting to move closer towards
mposition of open violent dictato_rship agams; the people.
the ruling class, jails represent a glimpse of things to come.

. CONDITIONS APPALLING

Prisoners are subjected to sadistic punishment, mental a’nd
hysical. In this sense, jails may be likened to concentration

The following statements from prisoners within Per"::r?ff
l épéf'-the bestial standards of living imposed upon the pri :

”an. Pentridge the conditions are deplorable, partti;:u::\é
' ivisi for nine mon
in ‘C’ Division. | was there _ '
::x morning as the old drunks walked_past WIt':d::e;
shit buckets and emptied them int_o a va.t in tht: tn;: A
the yard | felt like vomitting. Five mlputes ; e 0
- yards away from this cesspool breakfas.t is served, il
and a bowl of burgoo (porridge). Iliunrl:_;t\;\urnnte;f\,fthla e
d the bottom
Jeast one blanket aroun .
tt: ‘:tut:pa:he water coming in. In the summer the sa:;ebt:tltr:_:
is done to keep the rats out. Thin'?s zre ::t)tl:;:t gyt
£ f the day
i 'D'and‘F,butattheendo“ i
::ash the filth and muck away. In ‘C’ Division tsr;:aitb;: clﬂ'
have got is one tin plate full of cold water, a
and a plastic jar of water to drink.
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LABOUR YARDS

'quud. “The next day you are taken out to the
yards and given a 16 |b. hammer and in this 16 x 8
you spend 8 hours smashing rocks into pieces no larger
our thumbnail. God help you if you have a big
"1

PRISON OFFICERS BASHERS

gst the main bashers in ‘H’ Division were Dixon,
Coleman, Phelps, Kerr, Curll, CPO Gardiner, Gemmel

Newer additions are Ackland, LeFeuvre, Chanter,
Self, Rogers, and Roy 'The Basher’ Vodden. The
are forced to address these animals as ‘Sir’. It must not

that the Governor, Grindly, and the Minister for
are lan Smith, are fully aware of the bashings and
them. The bashers themselves are on orders from the
jor’ prison authorities. At the top of the chain of
we find the ruling class, the U.S., Japanese, British,
al traitor, capitalists, who will stop at nothing to maintain

row and selfish ‘Law and Order’.

~ REPRESSION BREEDS RESISTANCE

jer, where there is repression there is resistance.

A _r' e
the right to strike is attacked by penal provisions, workers
: such repression. When students are jailed because they seek

rsitie Mmﬂl serve the people instead of the bosses,
or students and people resist such repression. All oppressed

' :’ﬁf_-- society "ﬁ-mrkan, students, small farmers, the
_ the abor the pensioners — have shown that

ts at repression.
1o the most overt type of repression,

ars through their sit-ins, strikes, and other
s an inspiring example 1o all other
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ot capitalism. Like everything else, rehabilitation is
concept, itisa class question.

INQUIRY A FRAUD

Government Inquiry into allegations of brutality in
ge jail has a dual nature. On one hand, it is a result of the
§' struggles against their treatment and the conditions of
rison. On the other hand, the Inquiry is being used to
pt to ‘fob off’ the prisoners’ rebellion. The ruling class hope
e prisoners will put all their faith in the Inquiry and forget
aunching their own campaigns within the jail for better

ment and conditions.

‘Such wishful thinking on the part of the ruling class will

er materialise beyond the realm of fantasy.

The prisoners in Pentridge have already staged a strike
sting against the severely restricted terms of reference of the

ry.

: h'ey have few illusions about the Inquiry. Prisoner
esses for the Inquiry have been intimidated and prisoners’
ce confiscated by the prison authorities. The following
ments from prisoners sum up the typical prisoners’ attitude
uately:

Personally | feel the Inquiry will attempt to justify the

ssity for ‘H’ by showing the need for discipline within

rison. But how in the hell are they going to justify the
years and were an

d part of the punishment there has got me beat.
nd two or three scapegoats such as Ackland and

| try to cover up the fact that it was condoned
and the Governor.”
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