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Atlanta rally of 10,000 
tops off Georgia march 

By DERRICK MORRISON 
ATLANTA, May 23- Over 10,000 

people attended an anti-repression, 
antiwar rally here today on the More­
house College Mall. Every speaker 
linked the stifling of political dissent 
at home- Kent, Augusta, Jackson 
State- to the continuation and deep­
ening of the war in Southeast Asia. 

The rally, called by the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference, was 
supported by several unions as well 
as the Atlanta antiwar movement. 

The crowd, predominantly Black 
and militant, booed Atlanta mayor 
Sam Massell off the platform. "We just 
finished a garbage strike in Atlanta, 
Georgia, a strike where the mayor 
of Atlanta called out the riot squad. 
Atlanta is showing off today. Five 
weeks ago the city was ready to crush 
us," remarked Hosea Williams in ex­
planation later on. 

Williams, regional vice-president of 
the SCLC had just led some 200 
people on a 110 mile march from 
Perry, Ga. The march was initiated 
when Blacks from every corner of 
the state wrote and phoned SCLC de­
manding something be done in the 
aftermath of the Augusta massacre. 

That march ended this morning at 
Ebenezer Baptist Church, where more 
than 8,000 people stood ready to 
march across town to the Morehouse 
Mall. Typical of the signs carried by 
the Perry marchers was one that said, 
"Cut Welfare to Indochina, Bring the 
Troops Home Now." 

How you can 

help spread 

The Militant 
Since the beginning of May, 

The Militant has published five 
special issues, almost entirely 
devoted to covering the unprec­
edented upsurge of the student 
and antiwar movement that fol­
lowed the invasion ofCambodia 
and the murder of youth in 
Kent, Augusta, and Jackson. 

We have sent reporters around 
the country to get the full stories 
behind all these events and pro­
vide coverage avallable in no 
other paper. 

But we urgently need extra 
financial support to enable us 
to meet the costs of the special 
issues and to make it possible 
to respond in a simllar manner 
as future events require. 

We have already received an 
encouraging response from our 
supporters across the country. 
But we still need help. 

Send in as generous a con­
tribution as you can. Do it 
today. 

At Ebenezer, Black people from all 
over the East Coast and Midwest 
gathered. A three car liberation train 
brought Black students from Federal 
City College and Teachers' College 
in Washington, D. C. There were over 
200 students from Florida A & M 
and Florida State University in Talla­
hassee. The administration had helped 
mobilize students at A & M; the Black 
Student Union and the Student Mobi­
lization Committee were the principal 
organizers at FSU. 

The National Council of Distribu­
tive Workers of America put together 
a contingent of close to 100 Black 
workers. While several had come from 
Charleston, S. C., the majority in­
cluded workers from the Genesco Shoe 
Factory and sisters from Georgia Bap­
tist Hospital, both Atlanta institutions. 

The march from Ebenezer, under a 
scorching sun, was led by the mule­
drawn cart and caskets that had made 
the journey from Perry. 

Walking at the head were the pro­
jected speakers at the rally. Among 
them were Mrs. Caretta Scott King; 
Dr. Ralph David Abernathy, president 
of SCLC; LeRoi Jones, [Imamu Amer 
Baraka], poet, playwright and a lead­
er in the Newark Black community; 
Rev. Jesse Jackson of SCLC and Op­
eration Breadbasket in Chicago; Rev. 
Andrew Young of SCLC and a Dem­
ocratic Party candidate for Congress 
from the 5th district in Atlanta; Cleve­
land Robinson, president of the Na­
tional Council of Distributive Workers; 
Leonard Woodcock, president of the 
United Auto Workers; and Democratic 
Senator George McGovern from South 
Dakota. 

When the march finally made it to 
the mall, several hundred students 
from the predominately Black cam­
puses of the Atlanta University com­
plex joined in. 

Most of the speakers denounced the 
war and political repression, placing 
the blame clearly at the door of the 
White House- Richard Milhous Nix­
on. But they tended to forget the crim­
inal actions of the party that initiated 
and escalated the war, stifled dissent, 
and put down the ghetto rebellions 
from Watts to Detroit, namely, the 
Democratic Party. With such short­
sightedness, the alternative offered by 
some speakers was working for Dem­
ocratic Party "peace" candidates. 

A partial exception to this line was 
LeRoi Jones. Like most of the Black 
speakers, Jones related that, "Repres­
sion against us [Black people] and 
violence against us is nothing new .... 
The life-style of America is murdering 
Blacks." He went on to say, "You 
must organize so that we can survive 
America .... You must have Black 
political power in order to get self­
respect, self-defense, and self-determi­
nation." 

What the rally expressed was a 
rising sense of anger at the Nixon ad­
ministration. And we can expect that 
anger, as it did here, to go beyond the 
ballot box and into the streets. 
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Over 500 New York nurses marched against the war May 23. 

SMC meeting maps plans; 
assault by PL rebuffed 

By CAROLINE LUND 
BOSTON, May 24 -A national 

steering committee meeting of the Stu­
dent Mobilization Committee met here 
today to discuss the current stage of 
the student strike upsurge and future 
perspectives. The meeting, held at 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 
was attended by some 230 antiwar 
and student strike leaders from across 
the country. It suffered a disruption at 
one point when a gang organized by 
the Progressive Labor Party assaulted 
the meeting in an unsuccessful attempt 
to break it up. Despite the disruption, 
the discussions were fruitful. 

The body decided that a key task for 
the SM C in the coming three weeks 
would be to build the conference called 
by the Cleveland Area Peace Action 
Council for the June 20 weekend. The 
conference will discuss the date and 
character of mass antiwar actions in 
the fall. After the conference the SM C 
will hold another expanded steering 
committee meeting to continue the dis­
cussion which was begun today. 

The May 30 demonstrations were 
the second key focus of activity en­
dorsed by the SM C meeting. Don Gure­
witz, in his opening report on general 
perspectives, said he thought the May 
30 demonstrations should be seen as 
a turning point for the student move­
ment. 

"We've got to be audacious," he said. 
''We've got to go all out now to involve 

the labor movement, the Black and 
Brown communities, the G Is and other 
sectors of the population in the antiwar 
movement. The question now is not 
whether the rest of the population will 
explode against the war, but when 
they will do so." 

The violent attack on the meeting 
was made by an organized gang of 
55-60 members of the Progressive La­
bor Party and Students for a Demo­
cratic Society who attempted to storm 
into the room. The meeting was suc­
cessfully defended. The attackers were 
stopped short of the door, and they 
soon dispersed realizing the impossi­
bility of obtaining their objective. The 
meeting was then able to resume for 
another two hours to complete its busi­
ness. 

In the course of the attack, John 
McCann, the coordinator of the Mass­
achusetts Vietnam Referendum 70, suf­
fered a broken nose, severe injuries 
to both hands, and serious injuries 
to one eye. He was admitted to the 
hospital. Five other SM Cers, less seri­
ously injured, were treated at the 
campus infirmary or hospital and 
released. 

Individuals from the following 
groups volunteered to participate in 
the defense of the meeting: Boston Fe­
male Liberation, Beacon Hill Support 
Group, Draft Information Center, 
Workers League, Citizens for Partici­
pation Politics, the Young Socialist 
Alliance, the Socialist Workers Party, 
International Socialists, and Susan 
Stewart from the National Organiza­
tion for Women. 

The SMC meeting passed a motion 
in response to the assault, stating: 
"The National Steering Committee of 
SMC calls for a nationwide campaign 
against the use of violence within the 
movement and for the right of all 
groups to hold meetings without dis­
ruption. 

"The SM C also calls upon Students 
for a Democratic Society and Progres­
sive Labor Party to repudiate the at­
tack made upon the national SMC 
steering committee meeting by mem­
bers of PL and SDS." 


