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Speech by EUGENE DENNIS

Dean Commanss anp Frmsns:

It ks mighty good 10 be with you again,

It i= & ﬂu.n‘wnfﬂmrmﬂnnﬂm“rm saemnble, and thal
this mesmorable G2 anniversiry celebration is being bold in Car-
megie Hall,

I am especdally happy to T here as the Traternal guest af my fae
Wity ﬁln—lthfld@ Worker wne The Worker, =

Take it from o wo kmsws—when vou're not free to road free-
dosn’s press, you really miss it!

Ta the voice of truth—onee again edited by my commde and

L budey Jobnny Gates—1 wish a long and over more fruitful
hi'-p. with un ever sxpanding cireulation!

A Critical Half-Decade

These: past Fve vears have been ane of the most eritioal periols
i our comiry's history,
How perilous these times were now has been publicly, if
brazenly, scknowledged by the Secretary of State,
Duering this grave |l|::ml. the sume ovil Forces that
against world peace alw unlowsed the scourge of McCarthyism,
guttext the Rill of Rights, and enjoyed o probit orgy at the: people’s
FEpene
But this period of acute danger and severs hardship has not
bewn all of one pece. For (8 also saw o few trend denvelop, with the
eive of popalar resistance to the feroclous attacks of the
lists, thidr Cadillse Cabfnel, and McCarthyite witch-hunters.
Chur country is not out of the woods vet, But through the trees
we begin 1 sve growing patches of Bl by,



Salute to Freedom-Fighters

1 woudd like to pay tribute tomight to those comtlos wosng
heroes who, in a varicty of ways, sorved the canee of freedom durin
these trving years, History will yot recorcd the ins sty
the great number who defied blacklists, witchhunts and the bmch-
pﬂl{, e 1::: their conmmpge guve 11!111:' and confidenice o handieds
of thenasamls,

I pay tribwte o oll the brave men and women—Comumimdst and
O ist, Negro and white—whe have kept beight e Hame
ol America’s democrutic spirit; and to thelr lieroes, the
immortal Ethel and Julivs Rosenlerg, the Heverend George W
Lew, and Yo Ermmett Till.

Not Jeast among the patriots: who bave added oew lustre to
our working-class and democratic traditions are the leaders aml
imeinlers of thi Commnimist %‘hﬂ chirmean is that Gintrepil
Marzist and goeat labor leader= L Foster,

I particularly wish to salube those stalwart champlons of the

v who stood frm in prison and those who are wtill in prison,
s Hall and Bob Thompson, Elizabeth Gurley Flynn and Pettis

, amd all the otleer Communist leaders, 1 salute Ben Davis who
i v held in “conditional releaso,” in protective mstody.

[ sabute these valiant patriots who ane political exiles and refu-
gees, a8 well as those other staunch working-class fighters who am
new o trial or under indictnwent, or appealing their infamons cos-
victions under the thought-control Smith At

To all these dear fricods and oomzades, and lﬁlhrh'tmn{‘mu
families, 1 pledge onew that we Comammists, o with all
democratic Americans, will redouble our efforts to secure their
freedom amd restare the Bill of Rights as the shickl of democratic
libverty for all Areracams.

“Self-Evident Truths

The past half-decade, so fraught with danges and tribulation,
has alse been rich in new experionce,

Seme vital truths, once chesr only to & small minorty, have now
bocome plain to maty. Sosme ol #il‘ﬂ mel-evident truths, whise
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bessons are so meaningful for our eousitry, need b be underlined
R T S

L Eithor the Bill of Rights exvists for all, foe Communist and
non-LCimmamnast-ar it exdsds lor mooe!

2. Peace and civil liberty are as imseparable as the heart and
blocdstream of the human body.

4 Wall Sireet's war m, oold or haot, plays havoe with the
people’s lilserty. civil rights, and the gencral welfare,

4 Now s always, and o ally in this so-called atomic age,
American Inﬁu;;piﬂr s the Number-Chie enemy of the wation,
There is an indissoluble connection betwoen the growth of mo-
wopaly reaction at bome and Wall Street’s ngpreasive military ael
venbures and war allinnces abroad. Anel the trend Towards new
mergers of the great trusts, inchiding the malignant growth of state
mimipely capitalism in this period, has forthered the militsrization
of the country, acoelerated the process of fascimtion of the state
mpparatos, and tgktesed momopdys stranglehold on the nation'’s
coopomy, and the nation’s lie,

5. B, as recent history has reaffiomed. the monopalists are
not mwingible, They mn be corbed now, and eventually defeated,
by mifitunt, smitedd labor and democratic s action,

The pluin truth &: the men of corporate wealth who threaton
the world wdith rule or oin ore ol almighty and they can be
thwarted! Throe times the peace-loving mations of the world and
the peace forces of our comntry md other lands, have
the atomanings from catapulting cor mation and mmsch of the world
over the brink into atomie disaster, Torced them 1o mwlify fhsir
course, and finally compelled them to dimb up the hill 1o the
smnig, f Caenev, :

Even 1 Dualdin sl Dits companions travelled
ruluehuﬂ}-ﬂf:ft'l with “Hmdnmr their foroml fommey
to the summit demonstrated ancw that the mad o o stable peace
lies along the path of peaceful oo-existonce, and that the
have the power to enforee this course. Although the sdvocates of
stomic diplomacy now try to reverss their steps, the peoples are
detenmioed to go forward, snd thoir will shall yor provadll

The MeCarthy-Eastlod srchitects of an Americn Ferm of fas-
cismn nre not invinchle, cither, They have sulfened somss Imyportant




defeats.  And they cun be licked to s standstill—if the American
people really unite to put them 1o ot

Thiz most vital tridh was stated many vears g in another
critical thme ot the founcling of our Ropullic:

“We mnit all tngether, or omrredly we shall all heng
seprately. —thus :;IJTEHniunln Fraoklin put one of the greatest
lissama of all.

The simple fuct s that momopoly reaction made such heddway
in the late 19405 amd carly 195 use st of the lalor aml
democratic foroes in our country permitbed  thenselves to bo
divided wmd clisorbonsbed.

But, i 1954, the growir oo and anti-MeCarthy: forces
begnn to “hang togotler,” mw& avenes for joint sl parallel
action, nod 1o develip simw capacity for overcoming the potsarsous
effects of the Big Lée. It was then that the tide began to tam i
our poumtey agadnst the most aggressive foroes driving towards war
el Faedinm,

1w have bearmed anyihing in these past years, we have Jearmed
that Communists and von-Communksts must bard together, de mend
assuredly we shull all be hanged sepasately by our common ene
unsies— e mnlfbb, the mtomandacs, the MeCarthyites, the white

supremscists. dpen shoppers.
Ideas Cannot Be Jailed

Cliie isie and self-ovident trath: men and women
may be blscklisted, persecated, and put by prison. Bl & & im-
[m-l,;hh oo il dcleas, oF to Balt the wi:ph‘: qr:ﬂ for truth arsd the
sdhvunee of their kar and libserntion movements.

Just booik at what has happened to o few of the idess that wers
mmﬂhl'hﬂ:ﬂlm}lh@ﬂdimthmmm lesiders in gl
summeer of 14951,

Do was thie very emackous idea—embodied in fhe Sockholm
[Hesiee Fhﬂgr—-:hu ll . mations, should  revounce atomic warfare,
thiat all testing of misdleir woapons should bo halied, and that all
nuchear instruments of war shondd be prohitiibed aml destroved.

This idea his row beoome frznsformed into 3 mighty world




wide movemend eibaacing the vast majority of mankind. and scores
af !lnmnll Eust anel West To th 'I.uE romber of ifts greal
alvoemtes, whe moge from Ehrmshohey and Moo T.;rl:u:g, tix
Melrn Nasser, and the Lite Einstein=las o been added] the in-
Muential voboe of Pape Pis XIL

Surcly, Amerieas Cutholics, cepocially Hiose in the ranks of labor,
'n-'l[l ve prayerful thought to the Fope's Christmas message, and

mﬁﬂlﬂm bibs ples b save mankind from the horear of
.:I:rl'nd:.-

Surely, foo, most of America’s Protestants and no beas than
wr Cosmaminiate. will alus |J|||!r|1m'|! this :|1-|:|1:||r P | T E&:ﬁmhwh!
Americans, of different Eafths amd heliefs, :-:-m-rﬂ: our efborty, we can
vet compel Washington to hewd thee universal pogalar domand
b cqunrantine e & and H bomb!

Peaceful Co-Existence

Ondy & short time ogo € secmed that we Communists worne
mﬂf the n-pl:\' Americans to odvocate the idea of I'l,'.'lﬂl’."l:ll e
cxistonice mmang noations ol different xowcis] syeieI.

Bt the historic ssxions ot Genesa Tewve demmmstrated that

||| diations can take |'|EIH."I"' that l‘|u.'}' Tsave: the wilo
upport of the peaple, and that they serve the Tt ferests of
mﬂrm il the cmse ol world

Mo, Koowland, Dulles, e Adminidration, with more
than one aesist from many Faie Dhealers=are trving to by the
spirit of Geneva. Bt even i they sueceed in muddying the waters
amd mﬂﬂ'mhng nwﬁtrnthm from timse to time, their sz
tive efforts are doomed bo Bniliere,  For i was e hard - facts of
worlel relstionships and srenals, plas the popalar will for pesce
mmting i dur condry, that made the sommil mecting  pos-
sible, These ascendunt ponoe forces aro = strong that the historic
promufse of Gepesa -wi]limt-t be reabized,  And, before kg the
Fﬂftl ol Gorwsa el Hlu'u!l:m. shall alie irsure that the great

Repablic of China shall assome its rightfal place in the
UN vr-nd at q.'lr prmfereneetables o1 the summit]

Hew goon this shall e de :.mrm:.mullfm'l.m!mw

quickly and effectively the peace larees. in our comdry wnite

l?'




and multiply their influemsoe.

Labor Unity

Wo Americon Commumnists have long dlmI:linmd another idea
that eould not be jailed-<the idea that onited labor action and or-
gunic Erade-undon unity are esentisl o advancing the interests
of America’s workers,

Today, fror the Brat thine in moden American babor Tistory, the
trade-nninn movemseit bas begun o unify dsell, The wal kst
are not pleased with fhs developmont,  They insist um the
m'{rlot::ﬁm have the right Io prmange mergers,

msore thoughtful workess know that lilso's marsape 1§ oot
gofig 1o be all hoseymoin, There will be sene sharg and  pro-
trmctad Hn“h in labor's mew house Un:r:r pmﬂm‘m, obd and
prw, remeain bo be salved.

Yol it s already evident ihat the AFT-CIO merger, this mighty,
unlted trade-union movement b5 o momemtons event in e life of
ong oonbry. 18 has nleewily sparred. o undbed] Baber sction and
will, in dhee conme, still further strengthen lnbor aml promite the
wlfure of the nakion,

The 15 million members of the pew AFL-CIO see pew teroats
b the galus abor macde in past strggles, They have many griev
nnces g urgent demands. The unfinished bosiness of establish-
ing the S-hour week, aml of organizing the unorganiosl, pressos
Tj.rur now faces big mass political and econmile straggles, in-
cluding major battles on the political-legislative front.

All these cun e waped snccessfully ookt B ihe grost memler-
3:113 in the BTTETE rr[ﬂ::‘ e .'LFLI.:'.'ID ensires trade-unkin

MHTCY bty despite the Geange Moanys, pisraies
i amild it premce amd antiaromopaly policy, and n:ﬂ'lhuP:I”g £5-
pm'ldl it Pn.iﬁ-plhlﬂrul FnEIIm| action in qnlr[malinp with the
Negro people and the working farmers,

All I':.!I" will cosme to draw far-resching conclosions from the
obvioas fact that the glant 'Westinghouse vorporation makes o
distinction between Negro and  white workers, between UE amd
IVE members, when it comes to refecting labor's jist. demands,
of asuulting pickets,
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Theee besmom that an inpiry o ome is an injury G0 all has been
bearnedd apd ve-learsed many Hees by Aowerican Babor, At this
late date, it shoaldd be clear that the Hme hag conse for Talor B
puat um enil in s own etz bo jimcriw pirmactioes, to Red-baiting

witehibints, aml o lu]h'dng the Iﬂ'plrlhun ||rppﬂ|'.11l;|.l : ]
il Genersl Motors amd the Dulfonts whiels Menny mpp:rh!
Negro Liberation

Not too long ago, thee iden (hat (he tieme s here for full ecuality
iand the lborstion of the Negro people was babelled 8 Commmist

T:u;h:..' that iden iz I'HI]:I.' marrch oml

T thie states of Mississippi wnd andl elsewlere, whene
the Dixiecrats are brving o restore the Confederacy, the herode and
indmimlde Negro le e o Ahe mwve (o make that filea a
reality. Al o solabarity with them move growing sumlbsers of ar-
Iran white workers and roral shasecroppere

ml:lmpﬁmﬂjj;ﬂill“ﬂutl-?lﬂl called it in 1ES-"the no-
tion's Number One cconombc problem”™ But it has' become more
than that today.

It i b last rebuge of the hop—and thersdore the Num-
beer O challenge to the united labor movement,

It s the stronglodd of the Dhxlecraty wiad Bearbondsm—the
Southern spokesmen of monopoly, and therefore the Numnber One
challenge o the tens of millions of Americans, oorth aed - south,
who seek o Congross more respinsive to the populsr will, who
sk democratic advance!

The white Hl[u'r'rnnl:ilh. in the Soudh, allied with GOP-riaction,
huve become the instigators of o new wave of bereorism and law-
bessness, the comter of o new comaplmecy te sulweert the Amarkcan
Constitution by Incdtement to force and violoner,

In this conmection, sote shisld e tiken of the fet that the
T ol barons and the ofd Colonel MeCormick crowd are pro-
mﬂhﬁ_ WigChirthyism uneer new lobel, And this new Fn—fuu':l
movement, which spraks ot the moment through the, voices of
Eastlane anl Jenner, i not only avowedly onti-labor and anti-
Commumdst, bot more. blatantly anti-Negro and anti-Semitic,




The b, Ihulug]:l I::m:llr nrgu.rin-d diemooratic  movemei
which Beought about the cemsure and rehuffs to MeCarthy in
1954, now Faces o neow challenge, The new anti-Comstitution sl
nullification mevement spoarheaded by the Misslod Caonloder-
ates aned the McCarthyite Copporheads must be throtthed in its in-
fancyl The Eastlands, MoCarthvs and Jenners mast be driven
from poblic lile]

The Communist Party Is Indestructible

Another truth shoubd by now be self-evident to all thoughtiol
Americis,

The American Comammdst Porly conmob be destroyed. Tt i
indestructible becanse the American working class i indestroctible

Many Americans today are beginning to re-cxamine the malig-
sk Fnrlr.':r o an R S s T I:q.' the Cnalillac Addmdnis-
tration. as well as by its predecessor, - Somwe people, who origially
betped shape that policy, oo doubt find the sappraizal painful

All the more reason then o apploud the homesty and oy
ugr of varous Now Dealers, Socialist Furty leaders, AldAers, anl
cortain  copseevative lahor venaen whe, o self-preservation,
bave locked homs with the MeCarthyites, sl wre lesraing from
their own experience, and from their mistakes that the Bl of
Rights i indivisible.

Tl P.-qll!- l.lihgme with uws Communistz om Y fimla-
mwntal guestions. But they bave leamed, as we have, thet it i
buosth cham unc costly to permit dilferences o progroames iod
soclal oullpok oo stmwl i the way of commoen action, b defend
peace and civil liberty,

The antiowir, antifascist, and mmqw;gk for the
common welfare needs all who come o i, wned however
they may come. A democratic condition of the oo necessarily
bvodves wigle diferemnces of nPlnhnn o I | Lees

We Communisis the right of others (o disgroe witls w
All we ask s an equol chtht to vodce our belichs and b try to
wonvinee others that oar ideas have merl.

Froe aml honest debute and public discussion s the demn-
eratic method of eoligltening public apinion and paves the way o

10




joint and parallel labor-domocratic sction,
We American Conmmundsts welcome ainy wity to subanit
all onr views and policies to the test of pablic anel approyvil
in the open market-place of ideas.

We American Communists, who have o sound [Il'-lli'lﬂl!ﬁ'l"ﬂ and 8
grawrally garrect ovientution. admit that we have not had all the
corteed arswvers to every problem in the past, nor dloy we hove o
mimopoly an wisdom today. We have, like others, matde not a few
mistaker New expericnoes help to expase past mistakes, and life
iteel sty l'l'l'lfl anwwers to old and new probloms.

Ohar Ammerican Commumist Party, guided by the socialist prin-
ciples and sclentific outlook, is guing to take & vew look at all

dems confronting car nation and our people, We will re-ex-
amine these, as well as our 1654 Progrom, in the light of recent
history and experience. We shall di this with particalar concemn to
wareh ot what & new in the political situation and trends, to
ser what is positive and negative i our work, and to lesrn from
any wrong jodgments, tactical mistakes or theoretical errors we
may have made, In this conmection, we should deepen and ewrry
forwand much farther the indtial re-examdmation of our Party Ii::
gram which was hegun at the National Party Conforence In
oembier, 1855

In doing this, we start with o beeling of the greatest condi-
diisoe i our own, truby Americon working-class party.  'With al
fts shorteomings, eur Party—the vanguard Party of America’s wnrk-
hﬁ. le—has come through & leg, hand smgehe with Bying
eolors. It has made many vital contributions and its staunchnes
andd devetion to the interests of our country, our people, ad
our elase g above chullenge.

Independent Political Action

The Fatal yvear of 1956 is here. From chossgs, i1 looks pomes
whet dilferent from th view some ook of it in 1964,

For our part, we Comemimnists aliall work o defeat, ot all costs,
ihie - Nison-Dulles-Enoodandd, MeCarthy-Eastland erow=ihe  most
rabil wanmongers, pro-fascists, I;Et“wﬁ' amil white suprema-
plits. Hat this does oot mean ;

the American Left, which in-
11



cludes the American Comnnasist Party, is going to tail after the
Donkey while riﬂ&hmt on the Elephant.

I acevrd with the basically sound electoral oricotation wotl
out by the National Party conference in December, 1055, m
munists, b unksen with an ever-widening circle of nom-Communists,
workers anel ives, are going o unibed and inde-
mt pﬁ:m action cverywhen is i neoord with our

snation to help forge divense political combinations and
alliamoes, hile af Mﬁ'ﬁﬂmd defeating the swom opponets
of Geneva, the saboteurs of the Comtitution. and the most aggres.
sve enemndes. of labor and the common welfare,

We realize that only through a ]'Ihnﬂtv of labor-democratio ity
coulition, and fdependent action, based on & continuous

o mags movements around the key
fmsnes now confrouting our poople and nation, can we help -
Huenee the outcomse of these crocial elections, Only ths can
wie help ereate conditions that will focilitnle 5 pew n]l:f;n-
ment, i tew climate favorable to the subssquont emergence of
mass, united-front party of organtzed workess, farmers, the Negro
]”mll}d othier forward-looking Amerlcans of every palitical
alfilintion.

But meanwhile, the crucinl struggles of 1956 do not wait for
Movember.

Congress is in sosvion now. It should hear from an aroussd
people, From an aticulate kbor, form, aml Megrn = IR
mant. The people’s welfare misst oot bee sacrificed wer. Living
standands, housing, health and education, civil pights and liber.
Hes, mest mok e in & deep freeze by those who woull con.
timue the cold war and the colossal arms badget!

Thero is lrady a strong populor sentiment for ousting the
Cadillee Cabdnot. Bt why wait until November to oust that arch
wiir nstigator, John Foster Duslles®

Certainly the murdorers in Missisippi and the open shop sl
insrrectinmis Tq- arganteed by the self-styled Federation
for Constitutional Government, dhould be stopped now!

Is it not high time to curb the of monopoly, especially
of those ultra-rapacious and bloodthirsty trusts that now have their
clistches oo atomic energy, and seek to divert this great potential

2



loncs for ing the geseml welfare o omasdng s
amd pmm the peace of the workl? e o 2

Is it not high time to demand that the cwnership, E:luﬂ:mh
and control of all wuclear energy, resourees. and know- be na-
tiomalized —with full safeguards For labor's right 1o organkes, strike,
and bargain colloctively?

The Nature of the Communist Party

“m]nﬂg'ing lrom the press and other sources, we Communists e
an enigma b many of our fellow-Americans. Not o

what makes us “tick,” many are conbused, and some. still are do.
luded by the Big Lie that, because we are different. we ave “umn-
American,”

Neatly overvbody adinits that our Party nitracts to it some
af the best men and women, Negro and white, odd and Vg —
from overy segment of America’s working people and from EVETy
sphere of s cultarul, scieatific and professional life.

There is oo doubt about it—the American Communist Party is
Alifferent from all other political parties in the USA. We are dif-
ferent becwse we are an American vworki w party, bom
atiel ruised in struggle for all that advances labor's interests, amd
wgndfust all thet harme libor. This makes us as differont frem the
twin partios of Big Busiiess as most of the umdons of the AFL-
CIC are different in their interosts, stroctures aned activity from that
af the NAM and the US. Chambser of Commorce.

The Commumist Party i abio different because ours is the Party
of Megro-white unity and equality. This makes us 55 different from
the two major parties as the NAACP s different From the mcists
and thise who tolerabe pecsn,

That proefescist legiskative monstmosity, the MeCirran - Act.
Fabely alleges that oor Party i us-American beeause it seeks to
“surrender” the Undted Statos b “foreign domination amd somtrol”

But the fact s that we are basically different from the twin
partios of monopely because we sook the very opposite, Wi seck
the sotumn to the American people of the sovereign power clamesd
For them in the Declaration of Independencs, .mf..mh. iroen thens
by the robber harons and their copomte descendants. We scek
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et ol to reggain, bt b eatend the democratic soverciguty ol the
American people,
Thar Ausericas Communist Party differs from thee existing major
beosuse it is the party of social Our Party Bf,ﬁl
mid omdy o defene thie present Interests ane realiee the immedite
aspirations of labor and the common people—it abio srives to sl
gaard Aheir futore, ond advines their fundamenatal interests

The Party and Socialism

Cwr Amnerican Comenunist Farty hay a glorious aned bright vision
of America’s fwture, We see for our country o bufuee frec from
war and the threat of war; a huture without poverty, exploitation
or oppression, We hald that the vision of such an America can bse-
come peality in the prooess af ourbir ﬂvmnﬂ af manopoly, of
boeging o & nalitim o olecting s v
government responsive to fts will, and fimally through elfecting
a sicialist re-orguzation of American socicty that will bring aboat
i fomlamental secdal chunge in the owrrrship, mox ik, anc
eonitrol of the hasic machinery of production—anl u.m-ﬁ,.- mekn ihe
working prople of America the masters of their own hiouse,

When, and how, Socialiom shall be brought aboat s up to the
majority of the American prople. We Communists believe tht
witimately some kind of workers and Fanmers. government, based
oo n umited ind cliss-conscions working class and 2 militant alk-
anee of labor, the Negro poople and the toiling farmers, will effect
the trapsition from can.iIHitn o SocinlEm: i, We are moe
that this will be a trly American govermment. 1t will be beadod by
an  Asserican i und . ek throngh an American . ongnes
which wimld bo—foe the frst time in our pation’s history—goni-
imoly of, for, awd by the people. Amd as for s Communists, we
devire and” sdvocate that this people’s democracy shall be estal

Tished by constitutional and democratic i

The way of thase wha leam from III: experienor of others &
piver is dificult as the way of these who pimeer, We Communists
have mo doulit that the Amevican people can and will Jearn much
from Nistory, and from the experiency of other peoples whe pre-
oetbedd ouare o e soadd t0 Socialisn,
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Even the in his recent prosouncement on painkss child.
hirth recoguiced that Soviet seience has eased the way to human
birth. Is it not & fact too that the Kissian , throwgh el
hisderic aned H‘]l-ﬁ.ﬂ‘ﬁl‘]ll%ﬂlll‘ll-“h to establish and Build' the
wirld's first socialist state, have eased the wuy for all sther
to give birth o Soclalism—to clochmte their own nstional and
soclal emancipation in sccord with their own aspirations and na-
tnal truchitions, and i their own way amd their own timo?

- & -

And, ropmrdbess how some may difler with this historkeal con-
clusion, is it not & fact that American-Soviet fricsudihip, that peace-
ful co-existemce and peaceful competition between the socialist
USSH ami capitalist Americn—which we Ameriean Communists
eralomsly advorate—is in the best national Bferssts of aur pﬂﬁ!:?
Has not history proved—sml proved again and again, as FDR
omon stressed—that Iriendly and peaceful relations between the
workd's Bwo greatest powers are vital b0 our own national security
and to the cime of world peace?

L realize that | have touched here on some problems of o highly
comtroversial mature. But | think full amd frank discussion  of
both the fmmediste and the lngrange views and sbms of the
Americen Communist Party can anly fecilitate greator anderstant.
img, anldpmmmr greater coaperation, mmoeg all proposemts of
e and progress.

The Confidence of Communists

As the past eventful vears have proved, time and mgain, .ﬂn;?n
neexls ity advanced working-chiss party—the  Comamunist Pasty!
Tt sorely needs the undted action of Communists and son-Commis-
tists! For without this, there can e s dismbles Labsor -abermmerabie
eralitiom, no victorious struggle for poace, equality, Freedom sl
eeonomic security,

OF oomirse, this state of alfains plaoes & heavy responsibility an
s, As Amwricins, as Communists, we srive to prove aqual o the
challenge,

We American Communists are godng o redouble oor elforts to
strengthen our ranks and our ties with the men and woimen of labar,
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ln i:mlur-ur m-r Farty's contribution to the comeman canse, ospeaially
ly fostering comanim action with all who seck te sur-
mmnl Eh:  confronting ow' nation, and to utilize the new
and e l'n'l.'-u:ll,llu opportunities wow anfolding to promote lile,
libserty aned the pursuit of i o workd at pence.
Gﬁmﬂ'hl}my.w,lh? nl”ﬂll.lhm]l:ﬂcht.ln.l.hd
Froderick Dongloss, of William Sylvis, cne W Debs and Charlies
E. Rutlsmberg—amd guided by the [lserating sockal scemoe of M.
E]n'n, which Hr;nH triee solenes B h_knﬂt the product nor
the: property of amy oo etion o wit Ameerican Comai-
wdsts face the future with nmmﬁwm:wﬁ'ﬂmmk
o, in Ehie demoeratic ll:drﬂ of our country, i the forward march
of progressive hamanity!




Speech by JOHN GATES

Herae dliffevent the ooAimiry and wordd i% now from Bve VORTE
ngol For one thing, 1o paraplivase the it song, the comtry s five
vears older and deeper in delt. When we went to jail in July
HI51, there were wars going on (n Korea amil Iodoching. Today
those wats are over.

The last Fve Ny witneserd the rise and decling of MeCantlv-
isme There has taken plm= tlee merger of the CIO and AFL, a
major and dectsive ovent which will enormemsty the
wiwking class and Inerease its infloence in the affuirs of the nation,

The Supremse Conrt wias compelled 1o hand - dowa Bistorie de-
cixions against jmmrow in educstion.  The fe  counder-
illensive of the Didemits |:|||||:|.' ||Ig]'ﬂi-gl|l:: ithe Facd 1 theer achidese-
ment ol democrecy in the South i now on Qe order of e day,
There im0 doubt of ft—compared with 1951=the country is on
the moaid back from the swamp of !lr_'l:'.lﬂh:rtwrl amsd war.

Much ax goimg to jail hart us, 1 do pof ok | exsaggenste swhen
I say it hurt Americn mare. (e country has had to pay o heavy
price for permitting the Commndsts to be depeived of  thisr
oomtimtionn] rights. O rolease from jall and retim fe work
is i }nll'lr_l.' nlgnu-u ;_g:rm:l I|:|t'||.gL Fow Americs, o 1 meed te adid that
thie imenedinte relsse of oll other Snvith Aot victims. snd on end 1o
all further Simith Act antione wosidd betp - Amevicn still - mooe
in ber ecovery frem MeCartlivism,

MeCarthy has leen knocked dovwan, bt MelCsrthvism B8 far
From being connted out, One of the most ominens that Me-
Carthyism is not dead, s the activity of the Easthand Committoe.

The meal outrage of the Eastland so-callsd Internal Seourity
Comendttes 8 et it {3 lwsacle] Ty thee Nis 1 sulwersive in Aneericod,
|1-:|' o mai whoo i dnE:rinﬂ; the bavs be has sworn o uP]'th. an
avowed enemy of democracy, e public leeder wnd organier of
the Dixiecrat conspiracy thit incites to muarder, sd s resdsting by
violenes the efforts of the nation o extend to the South the di-
moracy that exists in thie voest of the country.
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Eastland has no dght even to sit in the Senate in view of the
fact that he hus been clected by virte of the disfranchisement of
0000 eligihle Nogro voters in Missisippl and most of the poor
whites as well. If McCarthy was censured by a relisctant Senste,
Eastluid deserves not soly 1o be expelled bat prosecuted for his
mcitement o murder and lawlessoiess amd bis beadership of o dan-
gerowm and treasonuble conspiricy against the nation.

Today the contral memace to the nation is the Disiecrat cuispalr-
acy, Never sinoe the armed rebeflion of the Slavocracy sguinst the
United States has our country Froed sisch a dunger From within, Just
as our nation diecovered @ bundred yoars ago that it could make
i fuirither until the Slave Power wis defeated and chatte]
slavrry iblslﬂﬂl. so today thee nation can ot meove abead, can
make v basic advinee wand te expansion of democracy and the
climination of poverty until Denocracy is achieved in the Soatlh,

Whet does our country need today?  What does progres mean?
We need o raise the ineomes of workers and larmens I order 1o
reduce poverty and insecurity.  Wo seed to bodld milliens of
homes. We need to baild thowsands of pew schools and rise
beachers’ salaries. We need hundreds of new | Is and n tro-
mwnidos expangiom ol kealth serviees, We need 8 Bl confrod
!:RFMh teb eliminate the annaal citastrophes which oot so moch

s il property.

What stends in the way ol doing all this?<the necd for whick
invervans agreis apon. Politically the main obistscle is the GOP-1ia-
levrat eoalition which dominates Congress. Xo matter which Party
wits the Fresidential election, no matter which Party wins control
of Congress, thi mlﬂ{ is that the Repobican-Divieont coalitfon
vomtrols Congress and blocks all legislation for soclal w1, This
renctionary alliance conll not exist if it were not for the lack of
democracy in the South. I the Negroes amd whites in the
South could vobe, the Eastlands woald e voted out of power anid
mon vole] fo o renponsive to the needs of the people.

Why i it that the workers of our country who are mener besally
by far the largest force i our socicty do not enjoy the influence
vorrskEading to its numbers® The arewer |s that millions of work-
s remain unorgandzed, especially in the Soath, o fact which re-
duces the power of lnbwr a5 0 whaole, tends 1o thrag dovwmn the
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stanclard of living of all, to the sub-standard levels of the South,
Llui s a constant sonrce ol anti-labor and wntidemoeratic legis-
TITE

For Labwor to mawe i the direction of schieving its il stremgth
ind petential, its chicd and contrl sbsjective, without which it can
ke no Tasic o, miest hee o undonkee the la unarganised
workers of the .I'ruth. Tis nchieve this Labor mwist Bt to estublish
democracy in the South bevawase the lack of it prevents osgandza-
tiom. This means anity of Negro and white workers oo the Lasis
af nﬁrm}i rights for both,

We Commuenists proclaim that we stamd reacly 1o defemd the
IS, Govemment. whether it be thié Ekenbower Adnduistration or
nny other administration in ooy and all owessures §8owill iske o
protect the nation nn:JI enfarce Hee Constitution agwinst the Dixlecrat
conspiracy, just & te Comasinasts i the Chil Wi epoch sup-
ported Lincoln and defended the nation against slovery amd dis

BT
T Unfortumately, the tragic truth & that the povermmimt is taking
nio mcaswres to debemd the nation against the Thiziecrats, The exeon.
bive amd legiskative branches of the federal govemment are ahng
nothing 1o endoroe the Constitution nor the decisions of the Su-

prime Ciunt,

A hundred ymu_:ﬂm the Bght agsinst the Skve was lee
by the rising industrialist class. The espitalists of dhaw. in or-
ﬂnhwhpdiliﬂlpnmfﬂlhﬂmrlrﬂmulhdmriicmﬂ
for thesic Eh:[lhl!-l'rl:l. W nuﬂ{h'lhﬂ to fght o victorions w.r:g:h-ﬁ
the slaveowners and abolish clattel shvery, This was a
demoratic victory aiml epened the road for the progress of the E;::
mvesiend aml Negro people s well

Followime the Civil War the felerol government intervened
with its full strength in the South to insere thet the dofeated slave-
owners wonld net return o e umdl tweaten the Unkos agait,
angl 1o guarantes demoeratic rights for the Brmers and workers of
the Senath, N |lm|whllr.'ﬁt|llwulhummuﬂurﬂ'lq.lnfﬂp
ovnstrpction, the onby e of demmomsey the South has sver known,
Whatever democratic liberties are enjoyved by the South today, what-
ever democratie instifubions exist, such s the. public schools,
were gstablished by the commen poople of the South, Negro sl
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W-hl'tl. the Beocomsirmelion e

Ax t'llFJI b i the North consolilated its vietory wnll w%-
l:nndtdunihmnwﬂlglﬁumm it began to fear the unity of the
wrmers wdl workess, wnd e onbiy ol ey et whike, mone than
it il the defeated [ﬂlnbﬂlﬁll owners, In 876 the fedeml ROVErm-
et broke its allianes with the people of the Soull sl entened
inbe i alliance with the old slave-owners, restoring themn bo
in the South but under the ladership and domiaation of Northern
Big Business. This alliasoce las pessiste] undil the day.

Why dises tho #nmmlmﬁuﬂh:hf!u: il Amierion
mgminst the [Nawerit conspermey™  The Esenbower Administration
is owned bock, stock and barrel by the giant trusts, monopodies and
lanks who have a dimct stake in the ok of demoeraey in the
South. Every ome is fnmibinr with the dominant sobe i the Caslillae
Cabinet ol the General Motors Corporation. General Motors is
cotitrolled Dby the DuPonts whose vast chamical empine, which tikes
it chomical, textile, lumbsr industries and vast tracts of lusd,
in baseel fu the Souath,

Walter Kouther, af the merger convention of the CLOY and AFL,
singled oat the DuFont empire as the main torget of labor's new
organizing drive. The nos-mien depresced lving standards of the
South jre e nmﬂmvﬂh to the monopolies. such as
Dubout, US. Steel, M taer Life Insurance Company anad the
Ak P, which are among the birgest landowners in the South. Small
wenidler they do not want dessocrney in e South,  Demoerooy
would revalt in unkon organization and o sebstantial reduotion in
thedr pll:li'lh Foe Bis_ Drisines, property I'Jghh cvmne |sefome lamean
rights, profity bofore demaocracy,

The manopolics and the Cadillae Cabinet don't want demacrey
i tha: South use they know i1 would lead (o the end of the
GOF Diviecrat coalition i Congress. This would serfously uneler-
nudee Ehickr contrel of Congress amgl apen the moad b the passags
of social legiskation anid reductions of the srms budgot.

Tt i ot #o Hie mospobivs and the sdmdnistration they comtrid
that the nation exn look for the drustic mensures et are noedold
to protect the country against the menace of the modem sweoession.
ists anid trndtors. Today it & on the workers and farmers, on the
Negro people, ou the democmatic-minded small businessmen, on the



and white coflor groups of both North and South
that the nation must rely. These ame the foroes in society that have
no stake in Southern cconomic political backwnrdness and oppres-
som and who have everything to gain by their elimination,

The lies ond Divieorats are the common enemy of the
wimking prople of our land, Negro and white, who make up the
vast majority of the popolation. The grest need of our times 5
the creation of n goeat anti-Dixicorst, anti-monopoly peoples als
hisnoe. The central task is to destroy the power of the Dixiecrats
inn the South by establishing political domocracy, the right to vote,
and the right to orgasize; This will imcermine the of -
n:;!]'lqu}r in the nation as a whole and npen the H:n'll!l.ln [TEE i
noimie, In:llllii.ul el mosin] e

Tl mutioan most comped the fedeval govermment o oifares tho
Comstitution in the South. The Dixiecrnts amld White Cltlzens Conne-
eils reprosent only o minority fa the Soith. 10 ds oot troe that the
white lntion in the Sl & n solid mass of reaction and fol-
Jows the bead of the Eastlanals.

Ini the sanks of soothern labor, the chorches, the public school
systems, women's organizations, there are growing sncd skgeaificut
mmnlsers of white FI!II'I"I-'I! whin arg lu-gi-rd'urq.[ i understaned that lack
of demnermey for Negroes means 2 backwardd Soath, keeps thelr own
living standards down and Impedes general . The Ne-
gro peophe os a whide aned these white masses i the South can be
relied upon to support the nation aod the federal authorities in the
wnforcement of the U5, Constitution,

W lave alten beon called Filth Amendmemt Communists. We
el homored 10 be called that. We ire also First Amesidment
Commmndets, We pre 15th, 14ih and 15ch Amendment  Coammens-
pists, T short, we e Constitutional Comemmanists, phedped to do-
fend amd wphold amd strengthen the democratic laws and institu-
fhoms the Americin e have win b 180 vears of democratic
amel revolutiooary :Ih:ﬂ: against the forces of resction,

Toduy the trasts i menopolics no longer rely on o enfores
the Constitution thedr once  revohitionary  copitalist  forelears
broaglt ity beie. The Bill of Hights has beoome on obstacle o
their contimed mule and domination and they do ot hesitale o
trample it down and tear it to shreds whenever they see fit. Tt
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s v the working class that i the foremost champion of the Con-
stitwtion.

We Communists, as the party of the working le, wtand for
the enforeoment of the Constitation.  Let the Repablicans umd
Democrnty siy the eame! 1 lave vet o hear o Bepoblicas os D
crutic cancitdate for President stand np and say that if be b cloctid
bar will enforce o the hilt the I and 136 and Ll apd 155
smendments to the Constitution. Wi challenge them to do s, Un-
Hi thoy do. let thens ot claim that they are the patriols uod we
the subversives.  For 80 vears they have failed aml refused 1o en
force the Constitution. For 80 vears they have violated the Con-
stiution, Lot the American people compel them to live up to it
or mave forward by onforee it themselves,

W fuvor and suppoet the Americin workers i farmers tak-
m Comtitutional and  peaceful path towards the  estab-
lis tof an Amwrican le's government that will move o
ourh the [:m'rl'l ol the rrrﬂfm&u aned then 1o ened st power alto-

Mher. We say again as wo have Tnn:f times that there & no wiy
this to happen until a majorit Americin volors e con-
vineedd of its necessity and act 1o brieg it about

W diste again as we have many thmes, the e that we seek
the Toreihle overthoow of the 115, srament, Lot the monopolists
proclain that they would it stand in the way of o majority will for
socialism. Let thim plecge not to we fores to thwart the will of
the magority—cspectally s | do not hesitate o e vie
bemaees i just @ simple mattor of mﬁ far highor wages, Ouly ro-
cenlly, troops wore called ot in Inilisna to bronk strikes. Just the
ather day, & striker was killod on the pioket line in the Westing-
house strike in Caolinmbnas, (o

Let the Diskeernts say they will it wse foree 1o thwart the
democnatic will—let them say that if they dare. No ome will be
Heve them becanse the whide waorld knows that the people of the
South want simple democracy, the right to vote, and the only thing
that prevents it & the fece and vickemee the old slaveownrers and
naw the Dixieorats have been wsing for hundreds of vears.- And
the Clase Mational Bank Attoeney Geperal of the United Seates,
wworn ta uphold the law, does absobotely nothing,

We Commaunists have ofton heen scoused of opposition to all
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US, gwemments, What nemsense! We are st anarchists, 'We
Favor the svenbaal establishmont in our country of an American
workers and farmers goverament thal swill oprmate American in-
dustries and agriculture lor the wse of e poople and oot for the
profit of o hapdiul of bankers and industrialists.

But American soctalism is mot vet the majority will, Ustil it be-
CHNEES B, W ITD rﬂd}r o sn.q_:glurl' iy mlininEstration which acts
on behiadf of the true mational welkare, We did s in I:'hlr past when
we supporied the Rimsevelt polichs of the New Deal,

o ascisem anel peaceful m—rﬂstﬂm with the rest of the m
i will mot hesitwte to do so again in the Futare when the veod amd
unity arises.

Wit Lind of governsment would ag :upp.H"l!i'

O Hast cnrry aut policies that the majority of Americans
want and are in their interests, One that would do three things:

1) Tike measures to modisos poverty;

25 Take mewsres to reduce workd tonsons and anmaments;

.1] Take wegmers o enforee the US, Constitulion on vl
rights and civil liberties,

W will support sy government which moves in mpch g direc.
Hom, andd sepport all populer movements for such a program - in
wliale ar in part.

Wo will umite with all Amerlcans to clear the path to national
E:Em and o betber Asmerica by ostablishing demoeraey in the

h.
What Amserks needs 'rlhmnt ltr_lwhl wnlt]'lmt thee *l; agaiost
, b reduge 1 iy reliiing Wil (PR ST ] 'I.'ﬂl:l-lﬂg.
rh:w::}lma race. o meTﬂm VA Comstifution for all Americuns,
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