On the Party’s Vanguard Role

By JIM WEST

The author of this article, a Chicago worker, in submitting it, very
modestly suggested that it contained some ideas which he hoped might be
useful for stimulating discussion around a central question for all those
who identify themselves with the Left in American politics. We think our
readers will agree that this article does just that, and that it presents its
own view persuasively and, at the same time, constructively. Let us have

your opinions, please.—Ed.

American  ComauNisTs are agreed
that our chief task is to overcome
isolation.

We are also agreed that the isola-
ton we must surmount is that of a
wnguard organization; for the 16th
Convention affirmed this basic con-
pt in a special, though generalized,
wtion of the main resolution.

Itis in the arena of how a van-
gurd overcomes its isolation that
mny of our disagreements occur.

This is no accident; for among
dher reasons, the vanguard concept
ontains within it both a contradic-
wn and the means for working out
that contradiction.

Among its many distinguishing
features, the vanguard represents the
interests of the future in the work-
ing<lass movement of the present.
The contradiction between the pres-
et and the future is overcome not
by ideas of desperation, but by the
sorking-class struggles and people’s
movements-—provided the vanguard
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plays its role of bringing class and
social consciousness into the work-
ing-class movements.

There are those who equate van-
guard role with direct leadership
over the working class at all times.
This is an idea of impatience. To
be sure, the vanguard eventually
earns its way to leadership of the
class; but this does not mean that
a vanguard must necessarily be in
direct leadership of the class every
moment of each stage of develop-
ment.

To the degree that the working
class and its allies are won over to
the road of struggle for socialism, to
that degree can the vanguard enjoy
mass support and wield mass in-
fluence. More to the point, to the
degree that a vanguard fulfills its
role concretely in each given stage
of development, to that degree can
it break its isolation and become a
mass influence.

Obviously, such an approach has























