REDS OF BRITAIN
SPLIT ON HUNGARY

Revolt Against Par.ty_ Heads’
‘Bagking "of Soviet Action
Stirs Annual Conference

By DREW MIDDLETON
Special to The New York Times.,

LONDON, April 19 — Rebel-
lion against endorsement of the
Soviet Union’s policy in Hun-
gary dominated today’'s opening
session of the annual conference
of the British Communist party.

A series of Dbhitter attacks
upon the party’s official lead-
ership by speakers from the
floor dispersed the aura of
unity in which the conference
began.

John - Gollan, the partys gen-
eral secretary and current
strong man, drew a picture of
the rewards to be won by stir-
ring up industrial strife and at-
tacking authority in the Labor
party of its right-wing leader-
ship.

But his assertxon that the
Communis t executive commit-
tee’s support for the Soviet re-
pression of the Hungarian revolt
was “correct”’, evoked a storm
of criticism. )

John McLoughlin, the shop
steward who was largely re-
sponsible for the strike at
Briggs Motor Bodies works ear-
lier this year, made the princi-
pal atfack upon the party lead-
ership.

“It is no good digging our
heads in the sand and ignoring
Hungary,” Mr. McLoughlin said.
‘“Terrible things were done in
Hungary. We lost the support
of masses of people.”

‘Unbalanced’ Views Charged

" Other speakers, including one
member of the executive commit.
tee, emphasized the mistakes that
had been made by the Russians
in their handling of the Hungar-
ian rebellion. From this they
progressed to attack what Brian
Behan, a member of the execu-
tive committee, called Mr. Gol-
lan’'s ‘‘unbalanced” views on
Hungary.

. Even before the ecriticism
erupted in the conference hall in
Hammersmith, the London Com-
munists conceded that the party
was in frouble.

During the last year it has
continued with a fair share of
success to win control, or at
least influence, in Key Ilabor
unions, But politically its pres-
{ige is near zero.

“Far be it from us to mini-
mize the loss in membership from
33,960 at the last congress to
27,000 now,” Mr., Gollan said.

The general secretary also de-
manded “a renewed drive to the
factories” and acknowledged that
the “recent industrial struggles
show the vital importance of the

work of our factory branches.”
No  representative of the

Communist party sits in the
House of Commons. But the
dream of electing a dozen or so
Communist members animated
many of the delegates at
Hammersmith,

This result is not obtainable,
they conceded, while the party's
name is sullied by support for
the Soviet actions in Hungary.
But Hungary is not the only
problem facing the party.

Ideological Dictation

The revelations about Stalin
and Stalinism, made by Nikita
S. Khrushchev, chief of the Soviet
Communist party, at the Twen-
tieth Party Conference in Mos-
cow last year, have made it im-
possible for many British Com-
mynists to swallow, without
question, the ideological dicta-
tion of Moscow.

The leaders of the party tried
hard to divert the delegates
from criticisms to support. The
opening address of William
Gallacher, the party president,
read for him in his absence be-
cause of his wife's 1illness, ap-
pealed for ‘“unshakable and un-
breakable loyalty” to the Com-
munist cause iIn Britain,

“It is not enough that we
should proclaim ourselves as the
loyal ally of the Soviet Union in
this all-decisive struggle,” Mr.
Gallacher asserted. “The more
we impress the workers with the
British character of our policy
and program, the more effective-
ly we serve them, the greater
will be our service to our allies
jn the Soviet Union, liberated

China, the peoples’ democracies,
colonial comrades and comrades
in the capitalist countries.”
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