U.S-REDS SUPPORT
SOVIET ON STALIN

The American PErty’lAdh'er‘e‘s
SomewhatLaterThanOthers
to the Moscow Lme

“The- Amerjcan Communist
party, a bit. grudgingly and
somewhat later than its fellow
parties, toed the Moscow line on
post-Stalin policy yesterday. .

It released the text of a reso-
lution of its National Commltteeﬁ
approved July 19, giving support
to the policy followed by the
Soviet Communist party in the
wake of . the . downgradmg of
Stalin,

However, the Amencan party g
resolution ‘was - several degtees
cooler in:its backing of the Mos-
cow- lihe than those adopted by
other foreign parties, It was an-
nounced after most of the im-
portant - European Communist
parties had already made known
their position.

~The .resolution of the Umted
States party contained, more-
over, a cautious’ restatement of
two crl.tlcal points that had pre-
v1ously been cited against Mos-
cow, ohe touching on '“bureau-
cratie distortions” and the other
dealing with the Soviet attitude
toward ;/Yiddish cultural institu-
tions,

The caréful wordmg of the
declarAtion was believed to re-
flect substantial differences of
opxmon in the .]Jeadership group.

Following disclosure last March
of the denunciation of Stalin.by
Nikita 8. Khrushchev, ~ Soviet
parfy secretary, the American
party was the first among the
foreign parties to ask what: the
Soviét leaders had been .doing
'while Stalin had been commit-
ting his erimes.’

The party organ, The Dauly
|Worker, took a lead in demand-
ing  why Moscow had not ex-
plained the anti-Semitic: aspects
of Stalin’s purges. .

The newspaper gave promi-
nence to the views of Palmiro
Togliatti, - Italian Communist
leader, -who "suggested that the
Stalinist abuses had arisen from
defeats within the Soviet system
and from “degeneration” of cer-
tain aspects ofs Soviet society.

The resolution-announced yes-
terday seemed to be.a’ compro-
mise document that, while azp-
proving the Moscow pogition,
reiterated previous eriticisms
land -restated. the f‘right and
duty” of Communlsts of all
countries to engage in “friendly
criticism.”

The American pa.rty called the

Soviet's party Centrzl Committee
resolution of June 30 “a most
valuable and important contribu-
tion” ¥hat would assist. Marxist
groups of all countries and con-|
tribute to their . “international
solidarity.” 1In  the resolution,
the Soviet party had sought to
reply to earlier criticism” by for-
eign Communist parties.
. -The language employed by the
resolution appeared - to- support
other indications that the Amer-
ican Communist leadershlp was
divided into ‘a.stand-pat faction,
led by William Z. Foster, party
chairman; a mlddle-of-the-road
group headed by Bugéne Dennis,
party secretary, and a ‘group
substantially. more - critical of
Moscow, headed by John Gates,
editor of The. Daily Worker,

Mr, Foster took notice of re-.
ports of such a split in a re-
joinder published in The Daily
Worker yesterday. He called the
reports “misleading and incor-
rect” but devoted most .of his
comments to _justify his own
own position with regard to the
Stalin disclosures,
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