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Salsberg Hits 
Kremlin on Jews

By Harry Ring

W hy were Jewish cu ltural institu tions wiped out and 
leading lite ra ry  figures exterminated by the Soviet gov­
ernment? W hy does the government insist th a t the So­
v ie t Jews have been “ ass im ila ted” ®'
and the re fo re  no longer requ ire  
the  r ig h ts  -of a na tiona l m in o r ity ?  
These and o the r re la ted questions 
a re  today tro u b lin g  m any Com­
m u n is t P a rty  members every­
where. The m ost p rom inen t f ig ­
ure  to  a rtic u la te  these questions 
has 'been J. B. Salsberg one of 
th e  leaders o f the Canadian 
Labor-P rogress ive  (C om m unist) 
P a rty .

Salsberg v is ited  the  USSR in  
1955 and 1956 to  ob ta in  in fo rm a ­
t io n  on the  present sta te  o f the 
S ov ie t Jews. H is  fin d in g s  are 
published in  the  F ebruary  issue 
o f  the  m agazine Jew ish L ife , a 
U.S. pub lica tion  genera lly  asso­
c ia ted w ith  the  views o f the  Com­
m un is t P a rty .

S A LS B E R G  K N E W  IN  ’+8
F o r  Salsberg, the shocking 

post-20th Congress rep o rts  o f So­
v ie t an ti-S em itism  did no t come 
as a reve la tion . Back in 1948 Sals- 
be rg  came in to  co llis ion  w ith  the 
leadersh ip  o f the Canadian CP 
a f te r  he proposed th a t the p a r ty  
m ake o ff ic ia l in q u iry  in to  the 
liq u id a tio n  o f  the leaders o f the 
Jew ish  A n ti-F a s c is t Com m ittee.

A lth o u g h  Salsberg rem ained 
p u b lic ly  s ile n t on th is  b u rn in g  is­
sue d u r in g  the  years of h is  fa ll 
f ro m  o ff ic ia l grace, h is recent 
in te rv ie w  w ith  K hrushchev ap- 
p e re n tly  decided h im  on the need 
to  speak out, and he does >so in  
fa ir ly  b lu n t and d irec t language.

He con firm s the charge th a t 
v io la tio n s  o f the  r ig h ts  o f Soviet 
Jews did  n o t begin as now con­
tended, in  1948. Salsberg w rite s : 
“ A s  long ago as the la te  th ir t ie s  
I  became w o rrie d  about several 
developments in  Jew ish social and 
c u ltu ra l l i fe  in  the USSR. . . I t  
was clear th a t some k in d  o f ev il 
b l ig h t  had descended and was dev­
a s ta tin g  Jew ish c u ltu ra l achiev- 
m ents. . . The problem  o f Jew ish 
c u ltu ra l a c t iv ity  in  the 'Soviet 
U n ion  did n o t s ta r t  in  1948. . . I t  
s ta rted  w ay back in  1934-35.”

A  B R U T A L  A C T
S alsberg  rep o rts  th a t he d is­

cussed the e n tire  problem  w ith  
D m itro v  (a  lead ing f ig u re  in  
th e  C om m unist In te rn a tio n a l)  in  
1939, b u t w ith  the  ou tbreak o f 
the  w a r he fe lt  he should no t 
pursue the  issue. In  the  recent 
pe riod  the issue became too bu rn ­
in g , and he decided to  speak out. 
H e  re p o rts  his e ffo r ts  in  1955 to 
secure an exp lana tion  fro m  So­
v ie t  o ff ic ia ls . In  the  discussion 
‘ A n  e f fo r t  was made to  convince 
me th a t  the re  re a lly  existed no 
Jew ish question in  the USSR”  and 
th a t  the 'Jewish A n ti-F a s c is t 
Com m ittee had been dissolved 
m ere ly  'because its  w a rtim e  fu n c ­
t io n  had ended.

F rom  the discussions, Salsberg 
says, “ I t  became c lear to  me th a t 
th e  sudden c losing o f Jew ish in ­
s t itu t io n s  was— as I  had sus­
pected a ll a long— a b ru ta l ac t o f

violence. The exp lanation  th a t 
‘ in te g ra tio n ’ (R u ss ifica tio n ) was 
responsible fo r  the  cessation o f 
a ll Jew ish social and c u ltu ra l ac­
t iv i t y  was th o ro ug h ly  fa lse .”  

D u r in g  h is  195<> v is it ,  Salsberg 
tr ie d  to  f in d  ou t w h y  the gov­
ernm ent refused to issue a public 
sta tem ent about the 1948-49 
pu rge  o f Jew ish in te llec tua ls . He 
rep o rts : “ The answer to  o u r re ­
quest fo r  a pub lic  exp lanation 
was th a t in  th e ir  op in ion i t  was 
n e ith e r necessary o r well-advised. 
N o t necessary b e c a u s e  the 
w rongs were be ing corrected and 
actions speak fo r  themselves. A nd 
no t w e ll-advised because such a 
sta tem ent w ould create much d is­
sa tis fac tion . O ther peoples and 
republics who also su ffe red  fro m  
B e ria ’s ons laugh t on th e ir  cu l­
tu re  and a r t is ts  would w onder 
w h y  a s ta tem ent on ly  about 
Jews.”

‘C O M R A D E LY  A D V IC E ’
I t  was a t th is  tim e  th a t  K h ru ­

shchev expressed h is  odious a n ti-  
Jew ish views to  'Salsberg, te ll in g  
h im  th a t Jews d id  n o t clean th e ir  
streets and th a t w herever they  
se ttled  the y  b u ilt  synagogues. In  
c losing the discussion, Salsberg 
reports , “ K hrushchev advised me 
in  a com rade ly w ay n o t to  a llow  
m yse lf to  'become saddled by the 
bourgeoisie and the Z ion is ts .”  

Salsberg a rrives  a t tw o  im por­
ta n t conclusions. F irs t ,  he recog­
nizes th a t the  an ti-Jew ish  drive  
was p a r t  o f the  repressions 
aga inst a ll na tiona l m in o ritie s . 
H e w rite s : “ W ith  the consolida­
t io n  o f the  S ta lin  reg im e there  
began, in  add ition  to  o ther m an i­
fes ta tions  o f  lawlessness, an as­
sau lt on the r ig h ts  o f the  various 
peoples in h a b itin g  the  USSR. U n ­
der the c loak o f  com batting  
‘bourgeois na tionalism * there  were 
c ru e lly  liqu ida ted  the m ost de­
voted revo lu tiona ry  leaders o f the 
U kra ine , G eorg ia and o the r na­
tio n a lit ie s .”

Secondly, Salsberg co rre c tly  
observes th a t “ The Jewish ques­
tio n  is p a r t  o f the general ques­
tion  o f 'Socia list democracy in  the 
S ov ie t U n ion. A  general conclu­
sion to  w h ich  I  have come is th a t 
the  rise  and fa l l  o f  Jew ish cu l­
tu ra l and communal l i fe  coincides 
w ith  the rise  and fa l l  o f demo 
cracy. . . in  the USSR. A  graph 
show ing the level o f Jew ish cu l­
tu ra l a c t iv ity  and Soviet demo­
cracy w ou ld  ind ica te  a s tr ik in g  
pa ra lle l developm ent.”

B u t w h a t +o do? S alsberg ’ s 
basic proposal is :. “ We should 
c a rry  on a stubborn bu t fr ie n d ly  
ideo log ica l and p o lit ic a l s tru g g le  
to  in fluence the  Soviet leaders to 
ra d ic a lly  change th e ir  present 
approach to  the na tiona l ques­
tio n , and especially to  the Jew ish 
question in  the Soviet U n ion .”  

W e w il l  discuss w hethe r th is  is 
an adequate p ro g ra m  in  another 
a rtic le .

Fryer’s Appeal on Ouster by CP
H U N G A R Y  A N D  T H E  C O M M U N IS T  P A R T Y : A n  A ppea l A g a in s t»  

E xpu ls ion . By Peter F ry e r. London, 1957, 48 pp., 25 cents (ob­
ta inab le  th rou gh  P ioneer Publishers, 116 U n iv e rs ity  Place, N .Y .
3, N .Y .)

This excellent pamphlet is Peter F rye r’s appeal 
against his expulsion from  the Communist P arty o f Great 
B rita in  and a review o f the course o f events in  Hungary
up to  the  date of the  pam ph le t’s ^

Kremlin Tanks in Budapest

April Selection 
Book-A-Month Offer

L A B O R : F R E E  A N D  S LA V E , W ork ingm en and the A n ti-S la v e ry  
M ovem ent in  the  U n ited  States. B y  B ernard  M andeL New 
Y o rk , Associated A u th o rs , 1955, 256 pp. (O r ig in a l p rice  $3, 
Book-a-m onth p rice  $1.00 plus 15 cents m a ilin g  charge).

A s  p a r t  o f its  observance o f 
N egro  H is to ry  W>eek, the  M il i­
ta n t  in  1956 carried  & la u d a to ry  
rev iew  o f th is  im p o rta n t book. 
N o w  th a t  i t  is ava ilab le  a t the 
special B ook-a -M onth  price , i t  is 
hoped th a t  even m ore w orkers  
w i l l  become acquainted w ith  it .

M andel has done a g re a t am ount 
o f o r ig in a l researoh and f il le d  
w h a t has long  been a serious gap 
in  A m erican h is to ry . T h is  gap 
was knowledge o f the exact re la ­
tio n sh ip  o f  the w h ite  w o rk in g - 
class as a whole and o f th e  con­
scious w ork ing -c lass m ovem ent 
to w a rd  the  A b o lit io n is t and a n ti­
s la ve ry  m ovem ent in  the  decades 
preced ing and d u rin g  the C iv il 
W ar.

H O W  L A B O R  L IN E D  U P
T he  w ork ing-c lass is the g re a t 

em ancipa ting  class in  h is to ry . 
W h y  then d id  i t  no t lead the  a n ti- 
e lave ry  s tru g g le ?  A s  iM arx  had 
po in ted out, “ La bo r w ith  a w h ite  
sk in  can never be fre e  w h ile  La ­
bo r w ith  a b lack  sk in  is branded.”  
W o u ld n 't I t  fo llo w  then th a t s im ­
p ly  o u t o f se lf- in te re s t the w h ite  
w o rke rs  w ou ld  jo in  and suppo rt 
the  abo lition is ts?

M andel shows how. some, sec­
tion s  and leaders o f  the  w h ite  
w o rke rs  saw th a t th e ir  long-range 
in te res t«  la y  In  the  destruction  o f 
s la ve ry  ancj acted accord ing ly, 
w h ile  others, sho rt-s fgh ted ly  in d

o p p o rtu n is tica lly  opposed the 
a n ti-s la ve ry  m ovem ent because 
th e y  feared the  com petition  o f 
libe ra ted  N e g ro  labo r and p re fe r­
red a p o lit ic a l a lliance w ith  the 
Southern p lan te rs  aga inst the 
N o rth e rn  cap ita lis ts .

M ore  than th a t, he shows the 
evo lu tion  o f w ork ing -c lass o p in ­
ion under the  im pact o f events 
and N o rth e rn  ro le  in  the  C iv il 
W ar. T h is  includes such con tra ­
d ic to ry  class ou tburs ts  as the 
N ew  Y o rk  d ra ft  r io ts  w h ich were 
a com bination o f  a general s tr ik e  
and an an ti-N e g ro  race r io t.

F in a lly ,  the re  is a chapter de­
voted to  the  h ith e rto  unclear 
po s t-w a r period in  w h ich  the N a ­
tio n a l Labo r U n ion  tr ie d  to  o r ­
ganize N egro and w h ite  w orkers  
in to  the same unions. T h is  issue 
o f such im portance to  la bo r’s fu ­
tu re  was n o t resolved then and 
a compromise— the N a tion a l Col­
ored L a b o r U n ion  was set up. In ­
deed th is  d iv is io n  rem ained one 
o f the  greatest obstacles to  p ro g ­
ress in  A m erica  to  ou r day. A  
good s ta r t to  its  so lu tion was 
made by the  C IO  in  the 1930’s, 
b u t much rem ains to  be done in 
the  N o rth , and i t  rem ains the 
num ber one cause o f the weak 
sta te  o f un ionism  in  the  South.

T h is  book w i l l  a rm  the readers 
w ith  fac ta  and lessons o f g re a t 
uqe in  the b a ttle  aga ins t color 
d isc rim in a tio n  and wage slavery.

pub lica tion  (F e b ru a ry  19157)
W hen the London D a ily  W o rk ­

er sen t F ry e r  to  Budapest to  cov­
er the  H u ng a ria n  R evolu tion , i t  
m/ade the fo llo w in g  announce­
m ent to  its  readers: “ The D a ily  
W orke r is  in te rested  on ly  in 
fac ts . To im prove  our news-serv- 
ice fro m  th is  v ita l center we have 
sent P e te r F ry e r  to  H ungary . 
D a ily  W o rke r readers know  F r y ­
e r ’s rep u ta tio n  as an experienced 
and sk illed  rep o rte r. N o  one is 
b e tte r qu a lified  fo r  such an as­
s ignm ent.”

W O U LD  N O T  B E  S IL E N T
To the  consterna tion o f the 

D a ily  W o rke r ed ito r, F ry e r p ro v ­
ed tru e  to  the  descrip tion given 
o f him . R a ther than  p r in t  h is d is­
patches about the revo lu tion  in 
H u ng ary , the  D a ily  W o rk e r f i r s t  
censored and then suppressed 
them .
Upon h is  re tu rn  to  E ng land, F ry ­
e r refused e ith e r to  be gagged 
o r  to recant. M otiva ted  b y  M a rx ­
is t  p r in c ip le  and respect fo r  the 
s in c e rity  o f his p a r ty  comrades, 
he did n o t q u it  the C om m unist 
P a r ty  b u t endeavored to lay  be­
fo re  i t  w h a t he had seen in  H un­
ga ry . To th is  a tte m p t by a mem­
ber to  rescue h is  p a r ty  fro m  a 
d isastrous position , the B r it is h  
CP leaders responded w ith  the 
weapons o f  the  bu reaucra tic  a r­
senal— suspension, expuls ion and 
smear cam paign. S ince F ry e r had 
v io la ted  no p a rty  ru le  o r regu la ­
tio n  he was suspended under a 
p a r ty  s ta tu te  fo r  sum m ary deal­
in g  w ith  po lice spies, the  action 
being taken w ith o u t consu lta tion  
w ith  h is  p a r ty  branch o r area 
com m ittee.

S im u ltaneously the B r it is h  CP 
heads launched a cam paign to  
d isc red it h im  and his w r it in g s . He 
has been p o lit ic a lly  slandered, his 
competence as a jo u rn a lis t r id ­
icu led, h is conduct in  H ungary  
m a lic ious ly  fic tio n a lize d , his w r i t ­
ings and statem ents d istorted, and 
m isquoted.

B u t F ry e r  has no t been nau­
seated ou t o f the f ig h t  w ith in  
the C om m unist P a rty  by the  con­
duct o f its  S ta lin is ts  leaders. He 
refuses to  ge t o u t o r to abstain. 
He has confidence in the honesty 
o f the rank and file , and is de­
te rm ined to te ll them w ha t re a lly  
happened in H ungary . F o r th is  
reason he is a va ilin g  h im se lf o f 
the r ig h t  to  appeal h is expulsion 
to  the convention o f  the Com ­
m un is t P a rty  scheduled fo r  E as t­
er— and hence th is  pam phlet.

B u t le t F ry e r state h is  own 
case:

“ So i t  is  in. no s p ir it  o f repent­
ance th a t I  am using m y r ig h t  
to  appeal aga inst expuls ion. I f  I  
have any apologies they are to 
the H ungarian  w orkers  and to  
the  ran k  and f i le  o f the  B r it is h  
Com m unist P a rty  th a t I have no t 
y e t fo u g h t as hard as I  ough t 
aga inst the  m ost outrageous and 
w icked lies  w ith  which S ta lin ism  
cloaks the rape o f H u ng ary . No 
one who has o rd in a ry  human fee l­
ings  and who knows fro m  per­
sonal experience and personal 
observation th a t these are lies 
could possib ly rem a in  s ilen t.

C A N ’T  S T A N D  A S ID E
“ N o one whose whole ad u lt life  

has been insp ired by the g rea t 
epics o f w o rk ing -c lass s tru g g le —  
the P aris  Commune, the October 
Revolu tion in  Russia, the General 
S tr ik e  in  B r ita in , the (Spanish 
C iv il W a r— and who has p a rtic i­
pated as a re v o lu tio n a ry  jo u r ­
n a lis t in  m any recent w o rk in g - 
class movements, la rge  and small, 
in  B r ita in  and France, could pos­
s ib ly  stand aside fro m  th e  cou­
rageous s trugg le  o f the H un­
g a ria n  w o rk in g  class fo r  demo­
cracy, na tiona l independence and 
hum an d ig n ity . The e ffo r ts  th a t 
the  B r it is h  S ta lin is ts  are m aking  
to  smear th is  s trugg le  as fasc is t- 
insp ired, fasc is t-led  ‘counter-revo­
lu tio n ’ are an indecency wh ich, i f  
n o t fru s tra te d  'by us Com m unists 
ourselves, is  bound to  d iscred it

H u ng a ria n  w o rkers  inspect tw o  a r t i l le ry  guns w h ich  they 
knocked ou t o f action  in  the  days fo llo w in g  the  O ct. 29 up ris in g . 
Peter F ry e r  reported how, despite ove rw he lm ing m il i ta ry  odds, 
the  H ungarian  w o rk in g  class provided am azing resistance in  
th e ir  s tru g g le  fo r  na tio n a l independence and soc ia lis t democracy. 
B u t the London D a ily  W o rke r’s ed ito r suppressed h is dispatches.

the B r it is h  C om m unist P a rty  fo r  
ever in  the eyes o f the w orkers 
whose respect and sup po rt i t  
seeks to  w in .

“ I  fe l t  i t  m y du ty  the re fo re  
to  do w h a t l i t t le  I  as an in d i­
v idua l could to  save the honor o f 
the P a rty  I  belonged to  by say­
in g  p u b lic ly : ‘I  was there, and I  
can te s t ify  th a t  i t  was no t a 
coun te r-revo lu tion  b u t a na tiona l 
u p ris in g  aga ins t unspeakable 
ty ra n n y , an u p ris in g  in  which the 
H ungarian  w orkers  p layed the 
fo rem ost p a r t. ’ I f  I  had fa ile d  to 
speak ou t in  th is  w ay I  should 
have been g u ilty  o f a p re tty  un ­
pleasant be traya l o f the socia lis t 
p rinc ip les th a t had gu ided m y 
conduct fo r  14 years.

“ . . . The decision to  silence me 
i f  possible, above a ll to  prevent 
m y addressing any meetings upon 
m y re tu rn , . . . was an in te r fe r ­
ence w ith  the lib e r ty  o f a Com­
m un is t P a rty  member to  b ring  
before his fe llow -m em bers in d is ­
pensable in fo rm a tio n  th a t was be­
in g  w ithhe ld  fro m  them  by th e ir  
leaders.

. . I t  seems to me th a t the 
present ba ttle  inside the  P a rty  is 
fun dam e n ta lly  a ph ilosophical 
ba ttle , a ba ttle  fo r  m a te ria lism  
aga inst idealism . Engels advised 
us to cast aside a ll fancies and 
fan tas ies and preconceptions th a t 
are found when tested in practice 
to  g ive an inco rrec t o r in s u f f i­
c ien t re fle c tion  o f re a lity . Th is

febasic requ irem ent o f a d ia lectica l 
| m a te r ia lis t theo ry  o f knowledge 

is to say the least neglected by 
I the present leaders o f the Com­

m un is t P a rty . I f  they were ma­
te r ia lis ts  they would e laborate 
th e ir  ideas and policies on the 
basis o f a close, detailed, sys­
tem atic , many-sided, concrete 
s tudy in ves tig a tion  and analysis 
o f  phenomena. I f  fac ts  did not 
f i t  th e ir  ideas and policies, then 
the ideas and policies would have 
to  be m odified o r scrapped. For 
m a te ria lism  is the enemy o f dog­
m atism  and self-deception. I t  may 
be pa in fu l to  be a m a te ria lis t, but 
the w ork ing-c lass movement has 
l i t t le  chance o f  m aking  rea l ad­
vances unless its  leaders are 
prepared to look the w orld  in the 
face and fash ion th e ir  policies ac­
cord ing ly .

“ But the leaders o f the Com­
m un is t P a rty  at any ra te  act as 
i f  they were ph ilosoph ica l idea l­
is ts . They do not even s ta r t  out 
fro m  th e ir  own preconceived 
ideas, but from  the ideas and 
preconceptions and policies o f 
somebody else— o f whoever hap­
pens to  be w inn ing , o r to  have 
won, in  the top leadership o f the 
Soviet Com m unist P arty .

N E W  SHOCKS A H E A D
. . I t  does not need a deep 

s tud y  o f events in E astern Europe 
to fo rm  the im pression th a t fu r ­
th e r shocks, fresh  Polands and 
Hungaries, a re  on the way . . .  in ­
deed w ith in  the Soviet Union i t ­
se lf . . . W ill i t  be lies o r tru th  
next tim e ? . . .

“ Sooner o r la te r the cris is  in  
the P a rty  w i l l  evolve to the po in t 
where the m a jo r ity  o f the mem­
bers w ill rea lize th a t you cannot 
serve a good cause w ith  lies ; th a t 
you cannot f ig h t  one fo rm  o f t y r ­
anny by pre tend ing th a t another 
k ind  o f ty ra n n y  does no t exist. . . 
A l l  over the w o rld  the common 
people, because o f th e ir  ve ry  po­
s it io n  in  society, are hung ry  and 
th irs ty  fo r  righteousness and fo r  
tru th . They include the members 
o f the B r it is h  C om m unist P a rty .

W H A T  W E  JO IN E D  FOR
“ M any o f us have had enough. 

W e are no t go ing to  be accom­
plices any longer. We jo ined  the 
P a r ty  to  help emancipate m an­
k ind , not on ly  fro m  exp lo ita tion .

bu t fro m  its  concom itant as long  
as class society ex is ts : ignorance. 
We jo ine d  because we wanted to 
help b r in g  the l ig h t  o f science, 
£.nd hum anism  in to  the darkness 
o f m en’s m inds, to end fo reve r the 
deception o f our fe llow -m en . . . 
w ith  wh ich class society ve ils  its  
tru e  na tu re  and its  c ripp ling , and 
s tu n tin g  o f people. We jo ined  be­
cause we wanted to con tribu te  to 
the  en ligh tenm en t o f ou r fe llo w - 
men, to b rin g  them the riches t 
and m ost precious o f a ll g if ts :  the 
tru th . The t ru th  about hum an so­
c ie ty  and th e ir  place in i t  and 
w h a t they themselves can do, to ­
gether, to leap from  the kingdom  
o f necessity in to  the k ingdom  o f 
freedom .

“ I ask the leaders o f the  Com­
m un is t P a r ty :  do you th in k  we 
are go ing to  tu rn  our backs on 
tru th  and freedom ? . . . We sha ll 
continue to  f ig h t  fo r  the tru th , 
and we sha ll in  the fu tu re  exer­
cise the same in te lle c tua l honesty 
and in te g r ity  th a t b rough t us in ­
to  the P a rty  by m aking up our 
own m inds as to  w ha t the tru th  
is . . . Then we sha ll have a 
genuine Com m unist P a rty , w o rth y  
to  lead the B r it is h  people fo rw a rd  
to  socia lism .”

S U P P L E M E N T S  BOOK
From  the above the Am erican 

reader can see th a t F ry e r ’s ap­
peal is no t on ly  a m oving and 
cruc ia l docum ent on the B r it is h  
Com m unist P a rty  bu t has im m e­
diate bearing: on the ve ry  prob­
lems th a t U.S. Com m unist P a rty  
members and sym pa th ize rs  are 
now  t ry in g  to resolve. F o r a ll 
such the reading o f F ry e r ’s docu­
m ent is a m ora l ob liga tion .

T h is  rev iew  has trea ted  on ly  
w ith  one h a lf  o f F ry e r ’s pam ph le t 
— th a t p a rt dealing w ith  the B r i t ­
ish C om m unist P a rty . The re­
m ainder is an ou tline  and analysis 
o f the H ungarian  R evolu tion . I t  
is a valuable supplem ent to his 
eyewitness book, H u ngarian  
T ragedy (review ed in the M arch 
18 M il i ta n t ) ,  since i t  covers 
events th a t have transp ire d  since 
H ungarian  T ragedy was w ritte n . 
E xcerp ts fro m  i t  w i l l  be carried  
in  ne x t week’s M ilita n t.

—  George Lavan

CP Explains 
Move to 
Oust Gates

By Herman Chauka
A f te r  a week o f pub lic  silence, 

th e  N a tion a l A d m in is tra tiv e  
C om m ittee  o f  the  C om m unist 
P a r ty  issued a sta tem ent, M arch 
22, re la t in g  to  the  unsuccessful 
a tte m p t in  th e  com m ittee on 
M arch 14 to  remove John Gates 
as ed ito r o f the  D a ily  W orke r. 
The s to ry  o f  the  m eeting where 
the  ouster m otion  was defeated 
had been leaked to  the  New 
Y o rk  Post.

A t  the  M arch 14 m ee ting  the 
F os te r and Dennis w ings  o f the 
com m ittee jo ined in  an a ttack  
on Gates and h is associates 
fo r  a “ s o ft”  ha nd ling  o f H ow ard 
F a s t and o thers  who have 
broken w ith  th e  CP. However 
Dennis and James Jackson did 
n o t go a long w ith  the  m otion 
to  remove Gates. The presen t 
s ta tem ent o f the com m ittee is  a 
con tinua tion  o f  the  c r it ic is m  o f 
the  Gates group , dec la ring  the 
“ need to  sys tem atica lly  engatre 
in  p rinc ip led  though fr ie n d ly  
polem ics on th e  various theo­
re tica l and p o licy  d iffe rences 
th a t e x is t between the p a r ty  and 
the m any soc ia lis t o rien ted in ­
d iv idua ls  and groups w ith  whom  
the  p a r ty  is  developing Contact 
and un ited  f r o n t  re la tions, as 
w e ll as th e  need to  wage a 
sharper ideo log ica l s tru g g le  
aga inst the  a n ti-M a rx is t v iews o f 
ce rta in  p rom inen t ex-Com m unists 
who have recen tly  resigned from  
the P a rty .”

The s ta tem ent declares th a t  
in  th is  connection “ a p re lim in a ry  
and c r it ic a l exam ina tion  was 
made o f th e  ro le  o f  several 
M a rx is t  pub lica tions.”  B o th  the 
D a ily  W o rk e r and the m agazine 
M a ins tream  had been h i t  fo r  
g iv in g  extensive space to  F ast 
fo r  the e labora tion  o f h is present 
v iews.

F lo w in g  fro m  the discussion, 
the  reso lu tion  states, was “ a 
m otion  requesting  John Gates to  
res ign as e d ito r o f th e  D a ily  
W o rke r.”  The m otion was de feat­
ed because “ in  the op in ion  o f 
the m a jo r ity  o f the N A C  these 
re la ted m a tte rs  can be p ro pe rly  
acted upon on ly  b y  the  fu l l  'Na­
tio n a l Com m ittee whi<?h is  now 
in  the  process o f be ing elected.”

The sta tem ent announces th a t 
the  com m ittee  is  “ look ing  in to ”  
th e  question o f the  “ leaked”  
s to ry  to  th e  Post and condemns 
th e  unknow n person, responsible 
fo r  i t .

Gomulka Moves Against 
Leftist Forces in Poland

By George Lavan
Since the  P olish elections, the 

Gom ulka reg im e  has made a 
d ra s tic  sw ing to  the  r ig h t. Be­
tween Poland’s October revo lu ­
t io n  and the  Jan. 20 elections 
G om ulka pretended an even- 
handed re s tra in in g  o f “ ex trem ­
is t ”  elements on both the  le f t  
( th e  re v o lu tio n is ts ) and the 
r ig h t  ( th e  S ta lin is ts ) in  o rder to  
m a in ta in  the  ga ins a lready 
achieved and ye t no t provoke 
the K re m lin  in to  a m il ita ry  in ­
vasion. I t  is  now  c lear th a t th is  
was b u t the s o ft  opening o f the 
present cam paign so le ly  aga inst 
the le ft ,  th a t is, sole ly against 
ve ry  elements th a t  b ro u g h t 
G om ulka to  pow er and backed 
h im  up aga inst the S ov ie t ru le rs .

T h is  le f t  w in g  was led by a 
vanguard o f the w orkers, p a r­
t ic u la r ly  those fro m  the Zeran 
auto and the W F M  m otorcycle 
fac to rie s  in  W arsaw , and by a 
m ovem ent o f in te llec tua ls  and 
students. The in te lle c tua ls  by  
v ir tu e  o f  th e ir  positions and con­
tro l o f a num ber o f  newspapers 
and magazines ra p id ly  became 
n a tion a lly , and even in te rn a ­
tio n a lly , known figu res . They 
are, however, much m ore v u l­
nerable than  the  w o rke rs ’ lead­
ers who are now based on w o rk ­
ers councils in  the fac to ries .

W h ile  G om ulka ’s o f f ic ia l po licy 
s t i l l  pretends to  be a cam paign 
bo th  aga ins t the  “ rev is ion is ts”  
( th e  le f t )  and the  “ conser­
va tives”  ( th e  S ta lin is ts , who 
back in  O ctober were known as 
“ reactionaries” ) ,  h is Wows have 
been exclus ive ly  aga inst the le ft,  
and n o t on ly  do the  S ta lin is ts  
rem a in  undisturbed b u t m any j 
deposed d u rin g  and sh o rtly  a f te r  |

October have been restored to  
o ffice .

On Feb. 27, G om ulka person­
a lly  s team ro lle red th rou gh  the 
reappo in tm ent as D e p u t y  
P rem ier o f Zenon N ow ak, one 
o f the leaders o f the  top  S ta lin ­
is t  clique. F o r m onths the coun­
t r y  had been led to  believe th a t 
'N'owak, no torious fo r  his use o f 
an ti-S em itism , w ould be kicked 
ou t. A lso  restored by Gom ulka 
is  W ik to r  K losiew icz, fo rm er 
head o f the  la b o r federa tion . 
La s t Novem ber the  w o rkers  ex­
posed his record and h is  many 
salaries, and deposed h im  as 
P o land ’s p rim e  exampile o f the  
S ta lin is t labo r fa k e r. Gom ulka 
has now made h im  D eputy 
M in is te r o f Labor and Social 
W e lfa re .

A  b low  to the “ men o f 
October”  was G om ulka’s ap­
p ro va l o f  the  rem oval o f V in ­
cent Staszewski, f i r s t  secre ta ry 
o f the  C om m unist P a rty  in  
W arsaw . Staszewski was the 
o rgan izer o f s tudent and w o rke r 
“ bread and freedom ” - demon­
s tra tio n s  la s t October wh ich 
preceded G om ulka’s release fro m  
detention and rise  to  power.

In  a d rive  aga inst those sec­
tions o f the  press w h ich  m ob iliz ­
ed pu b lic  support f o r  the 
October m ovem ent, Gom ulka 
fire d  W ladys law  M a tw in . ed ito r 
o f T rybuna  Ludu, the m a in  p a r ty  
newspaper, and ordered h im  
tra n s fe rre d  fro m  W arsaw  to  the  
p ro v in c ia l c ity  o f W roclaw . The 
f i r in g  o f M a tw in  b ro u g h t mass 
res igna tions o f p ro tes t by the 
pape r’s s ta ff.  P a rt ic u la r ta rg e t 
fo r  denuncia tion by  the  N a to lin  
clique and by those S ta lin is ts  
who jum ped on G om ulka’s band­
wagon a t the la s t m inute, is  the
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m il ita n t  paper Po P rostu  (P la in  
T a lk )  w h ich  d u r in g  and since 
October was the m ob ilize r and 
spokesman o f the revo lu tiona ry  
you th .

A f te r  October the you th , fo l 
lo w in g  the  exam ple o f the w o rk ­
ers w ho were k ic k in g  ou t the 
la bo r fake rs , junked  the o ff ic ia l 
you th  o rgan iza tion , the  U n ion  o f 
P o lish  Y ou th , s im p ly  by w ith  
d ra w in g  fro m  i t .  T h roughou t 
the  cou n try  young  w orkers, sol. 
d ie rs  and students fo rm ed you th  
“ councils and p a r l i a m e n t s ”  
w ith o u t ask ing  anyone’s pe r­
m ission. In  December these d is­
persed local o rgan iza tions sent 
over 2,000 delegates to  a you th  
Congress in  W arsaw  called by 
Po P rostu , again w ith o u t gov­
ernm ent sanction.

The Congress fo rm ed the 
U n ion  o f R evo lu tiona ry  Y ou th  
whose p rogram  declared: “ S tru g ­
gle  aga inst S ta lin ism  and a ll the 
conservative forces, aga inst 
bourgeois reaction  and against 
anarchy, s tru g g le  fo r  socialism  
and dem ocra tiza tion  o f l i fe  in  
Poland and re in fo rcem ent o f the 
people’s governm ent and revo lu ­
tio n a ry  le g a lity  [c iv il lib e rt ie s ].”

The  desertion o f the  old 
S ta lin is t Y ou th  organ iza tion  was 
so com plete th a t i t  could no t 
be resurrected by th e  Gom ulka 
governm ent. So a new you th  
o rgan iza tion , was set up by the 
S ta lin is ts . Called the U n io n  o f 
W o rke r Y ou th , i t  engaged in  
demogogic “ p ro le ta r ia n ”  p ropa . 
ganda th a t i t  would n o t a llow  
any students to  jo in  i t .  In  a 
pretended even-handed approach, 
G om ulka b ro ug h t about a m erger 
o f  the  tw o  organ iza tions in to  a 
new  U n ion o f Polish Socia lis t 
Y ou th . The re su lt is the  f ru s t ra t ­
in g  o f a genu ine ly  independent 
and revo lu tionary, you th  move­
ment.

A p p a re n tly  the  re s u lt o f the 
m erger has been to  dem oralize 
the  ran k  and f ile .  On M arch 23 
Je rzy  M oraw sk i o f  G om ulka ’s 
p o litb u ro  gave the cen tra l com­
m ittee  o f  the new you th  organ-' 
iza tio n  a dressing down fo r  its  
fa ilu re  to  hold its  m embership. 
The ne x t day P ravda in  Moscow 
attacked P o lish  you th  fo r  be ing 
n ih il is t ic  and anarch is tic , fo r  
th e ir  destruc tion  o f the  p re - 
October you th  organ iza tion  and 
the subsequent fo rm a tio n  o f new 
you th  o rgan iza tions “ lik e  m ush­
rooms a f te r  the  ra in .”  P ravda 
declared th a t Polish you th  were 
as y e t n o t s a tis fa c to r ily  o r­
ganized and warned aga inst the 
P o lish  y o u th ’s “ p ropens ity  to ­
w ards m eetings and discussions 
instead o f  concrete p ra c tica l 
w o rk .”

m O  SCOREBOARD
Branch Quota Paid Percent
C L E V E L A N D $ 420.00 $ 420.00 100
YO U N G S TO W N 300.00 300.00 100
B u ffa lo 2100.00 1900.00 91
A llen to w n 102.00 88.00 86
Chicago 1560.00 1175.00 75
T w in  C ities 1584.00 1166.30 74
D e tro it 1000.00 738.00 74
N ew ark 240.00 170.00 71
Milvyaukee 250.00 173.00 69
Boston 600.00 400.00 67
New  Y o rk 5000.00 3051.10 61
Los Angeles 4000.00 2034.50 51
S t.’’ Louis 80.00 40.00 50
P hiladelph ia 480.00 224.50 47
A k ro n 140.00 55.00 40
Seattle 360.00 144.00 40
Oakland 240.00 89.00 37
San Francisco 800.00 128.00 16
General — 105.60 _
>tals th rou gh

M arch 27 $19256.00 $12402.00 64

"Quotas Will Be Filled' 
— Branch Fund Directors

By Constance F a rr 
P a rty -B u ild in g  Fund D ire c to r

Two branches o f the Socialist Workers P arty  have gone 
over the top in the P arty-Build ing Fund campaign. Cleve­
land, having fu lfille d  its  $420 pledge, has vo lunta rily  in ­
creased its  quota to  $600 to  bet>--------------------------------------------------------
paid before the A p r i l  15 dead- T w in  C ities  sent us a photo­
line. Youngstow n has completed g raph  o f a b e a u tifu l c irc u la r 
its  $300 quota ju s t  in  tim e, fo r  fund  d rive  ch a rt w h ich they have 
cutbacks are expected in  th is  in th e ir  headquarters. The fu n d
steel c ity .

Since o u r la s t scoreboard, 
Chicago has moved up fro m  
ten th  to  f i f t h  place. Fund D irec ­
to r  Ray F o lle t t  w r ite s : ‘ ‘W e 
have num erous instances o f se lf- 
sacrifice  by our people to  help 
meet the quota. One comrade 
has ju s t  gone th rou gh  a serious 
opera tion, w h ich  k e p t he r in  the 
hosp ita l fo r  f iv e  weeks to  con­
valesce; she is  go ing  back ne x t 
week fo r  fu r th e r  su rge ry . She 
telephoned me to  come p ick  up 
her $50 pledge w h ich she had 
been saving and wanted to  be 
sure to  tu rn  in  despite he r d if ­
f ic u ltie s . F riends and sym ­
pa th ize rs  o f o u r branch have 
con tribu ted  over $30 and have 
pledged m ore.”  i

J im  F ra n k lin  o f Boston is 
o p tim is tic  about the outcome o fj 
the  cam paign. “ The response to  
th is  fun d  d rive ,”  he w rites , “ has 
been the best in  the la s t num ­
ber o f cam paigns. The comrades 
rea lize its  im portance m ore than 
ever before. T h is  is the f i r s t  
tim e  th a t  I  could w r ite  w ith  
assurance th a t Boston w i l l  meet 
its  resp o n s ib ility  and on tim e. 
A lw ays  previous to  th is  drive, 
b lack clouds seemed to  hover 
over us, some unforeseen th in g  
w ou ld  happen to  us.”

u-ector w r ite s : ‘ I  th in k  the
Fund and the extensive pu b lica ­
tio n  cam paign undertaken a t th is  
tim e  have stim u la ted  a g re a t 
in te re s t in  lite ra tu re . W e are 
fe ll in g  and doing a g re a t deal 
more reading. I t  is ve ry  s t im u la t­
in g  a ll around. M ore  o f  ou r 
fr ie n d s  are show ing a g re a te r 
in te res t and pay ing  m ore a tten ­
t io n  to  ou r l ib ra ry  and book 
store.”

New Y o rk  has a  novel w ay o f 
ra is in g  money fo r  the fund . 
Carpenters, pa in te rs  and a h a ir ­
dresser have o ffe red  th e ir  s e r­
vices, the proceeds to  be con­
tr ib u te d  to the P a rty -B u ild in g  
•Fund.

A n n  Dorsey o f Seattle has a 
suggestion o f  a w ay to  m ake 
money. “ I f  the branches happen 
to  have a lo t  o f e x tra  books in  
th e ir  lib ra rie s , they m ig h t auc­
tio n  them  o f f  a t a social.”

In  sp ite  o f the good show ing 
o f some o f the branches a t the 
top  o f the scoreboard, the ove ra ll 
average o f 64%  is la g g in g  behind 
the 80% w h ich  should be in  by 
th is  date. There  are th ree  weeks 
to  go —  th ree  weeks in  w h ich  
to  make th is  up so th a t  we can 
f in is h  by A p r i l  15 IN  F U L L  
A N D  O N  T IM E .


