
Shows Pressure 
Of Soviet People 
On Bureaucracy

By James P. Cannon
(Speech given M arch 9 a t the Los Angeles F r id a y  N ig h t Forum .)

Three years ago S ta lin , the b lood th irs ty  ty ra n t, the 
betrayer of revo lu tions and the m urderer of revo lu tion ­
ists, “ the most s in ister c rim ina l in  the h is to ry  o f man­
k in d ,”  un fo rtuna te ly  died in  bed. Tw o weeks ago his 
personally selected and hand-picked heirs, the benefici­
aries of his monstrous ty ranny  and the accomplices in  
a ll his crimes, used the occasion o f the 20th Congress of 
the Soviet Com m unist P arty  to denounce the cu lt ol 
S ta lin  and to declare tha t his d ic ta to ria l ru le  fo r 20 years 
was wrong.

The Congress pronouncement is true, a s ’ fa r as it 
goes. And i t  is the firs t o ffic ia l tru th  tha t has come out 
o f Moscow fo r more than 30 years. T ru th  is a slow s ta rt­
er. M a rk  Tw a in  said a lie  can trave l ha lfw ay  around the 
w o rld  w h ile  the tru th  is p u ttin g  its  shoes on. B u t the 
t ru th  has more endurance than the lie, and eventua lly 
catches up w ith  it. The tru th  is on the march again — 
even in  Moscow.

According to press reports, a fte r the K re m lin  bu 
reaucrats had repudiated and buried the cu lt of S ta lir 
by  o ffic ia l decree, they wound up the Congress by sing 
mg “ The In te rna tiona l.”  B u t I  th in k  th e ir tongues must 
have tw isted over the chorus, w h ich says tha t those whc 
have been naught shall be all. The ch ie f business oi 
th e ir  Congress was to say tha t S ta lin , who had once been 
“ a ll,”  was henceforth to be nothing. The prophecy of 
“ The In te rn a tio n a l”  was shifted in to  reverse gear at the 
Moscow Congress, and the cu lt of S ta lin  happened to be 
in  the way and got run  over. The S ta lin  cu lt is dead, 
never to rise again.

One of the Moscow correspondents o f the Associated 
Press reports tha t he asked a Congress delegate what 
w ou ld  now be done about a ll those plaster monuments 
of S ta lin  standing around in  Moscow and a ll over Russia,

. and the delegate answered: “ The monuments can stand.” 
B u t he’s m istaken about that. They w i l l  stand fo r a 
w h ile  u n til somebody gets tire idea fo r a badly needed 
road program  in  the Soviet Union, and looks at a ll this 
p laster standing around fo r no good reason, and says i t  
ought to be pu t th rough the rock crusher and ground 
up in to  m ateria l fo r concrete. T h a t’s where the m onu­
ments of S ta lin  w il l  eventua lly  end.

There is even a rum or tha t Len in  addressed a mes­
sage to the Congress th rough a sp ir itu a l medium. You 
know , in  a m istaken impulse r ig h t a fte r the death of 
S ta lin, h its successors b\#ried-.him u i the Rgd Square righ t, 
beside Len in . According to the rum or, Len in  sent a re ­
quest to  the Congress to have h im  moved out of there, 
because, he said: “ I  don’t  w ant to be found dead in  the 
same mausoleum w ith  S ta lin .”

Shakespeare m ust have b e en  looking ahead to  th is 
day when he wrote:

“ B u t yesterday the word of Caesar m igh t 
Have stood against the w orld ; now lies he there. 
And none so poor to do h im  reverence.”

Not even the poor Am erican S ta lin ists do reverence 
to S ta lin  anymore, and they ’re about as poor as you can 
get. I  noticed in  the D a ily  W orker a piece about the 75th 
b irthday  of W illia m  Z. Foster, the ch ie f and chairm an 
of the Am erican S talin ists. Some tim e ago Foster pub­
lished an autobiography w hich he en titled , w ith o u t 
know ing w hat was coming, “ From  B ryan to S ta lin .”  In 
the D a ily  W orker a rtic le  re la ting  Foster’s accomplish­
ments th is volum e is not lis ted among the products of 
his pen.

The artic le  states tha t Foster “ was in  the fo re fron t 
of the s trugg le”  against Jay Lovestone, and also in  the 
fo re fron t of the struggle against Earl B row der, and then 
i t  stops. I t  doesn’t  say tha t Foster was in  the fo re fron t 
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Socia lis t P a rty  and a fro n t- lin e - 
fig'll te r in the IW W . A f t  er the 
■Russian Revolution o f 1917 he 
helped to found the Com m unist 
P a rty  o f the U.S. and was a 
member o f its  Centra l Com m ittee.

In  1928, a fte r  a ttend ing  the 
S ix th  Congress o f the Com m unist 
In te rn a tion a l, Gannon announced 
his support o f the L e ft Opposition 
led by Leon T ro tsky  in the Soviet 
Com m unist Parity. A t  the S ix th  
Congress ho had studied the basic 
c ritic ism  T ro ts k y  made o f the 
program  o f S ta lin ’s bureaucratic 
fac tion .

Cannon to ld the Com m unist 
workers in the U.S. th a t support 
o-f S ta lin ism  would doom the 
p a r ty  in the U.S. to fa ilu re  as an 
independent revo lu tiona ry  in s tru ­
m ent o f the w o rk in g  class. F o r 
th is  he was expelled, together 
w ith  hundreds o f the best Com­
m un is t m ilita n ts  by the Am erican 
adherents o f the S ta lin  c u lt —  
W illia m  Z. Foster, Jay Lovestone 
and E a rl Browder.

•In 1938 the Am erican T ro ts k y ­
ists form ed the Socia list W orkers 
P a rty . The new p a rty  continued 
to exp la in  to the Communist 
P a rty  rank and file  th a t support 
o f the S ta lin  cu lt, w ith  its  cynical 
d isregard  fo r  the in te rests o f the

Montgomery Fight Unshaken 
Despite Jim Crow Verdict

Freedom  is R is in g  in  the South

By Daniel Roberts
FEB. 20 —  The s tr ik e  of 15,000 

members o f the In te rn a tion a l 
Union o f E lec trica l W orkers 
(A F L -C IO  against the W esting- 
house Corp. ended today a fte r 
156 days. I t  was the longest and 
hardest fought m ajor s tr ike  since 
the end o f W orld  W ar I I .  The 
Company used every s tr ike -b rea k ­
ing  device at its  command but 
could not break the union. A f te r  
the re tu rn  o f a few  hundred scabs 
du ring  the firs t weeks, the s tr ik e  
fro n t remained solid to the end.

Im the course o f the five months, 
W estinghouse in s titu te d  a modern 
version o f the notorious Mohawk 
V a lle y  u n io n -ta s tin g  plan used 
in the I93t)’s. Th is included police 
violence (w h ich  k illed  one s tr ik e r) ,  
“ taack-to-wo-rk”  movements, a n ti-  
p icke tin g  cou rt in junctions and 
open federal aid to the company.

W hile  the IU E  workers forced 
Westingthouse to re tre a t in its  
un ion-busting  try ,  the union did 
not w in its  basic demands. I t  was 
forced to compromise on the tw o 
main issues o f the s trike . These 
were (1) the w orkers ’ re fusa l to 
sign a five-year con tract —  they

Given the s treng th  o f the U.S. 
labor movement today, the W est­
inghouse w orkers should have 
scored a v ic to ry  on a ll demands 
and in record tim e. B u t the Carey 
leadership in the IU E , which was 
forced to undertake the s tr ike  
by the pressure o f the workers, 
never stood firm  on th e ir demands 
and th is  encouraged the company 
in its  un ion-busting  a ttem pt.

N or did the top leaders o f the 
A F L -C IO  m obilize the labo r move­
ment fo r  v ic to ry  a t W estinghouse. 
They passed resolutions o f sup­
p o rt and solic ited funds, bu t 
fea red  to m obilize a ll un ion is ts  to 
man mass p icke t lines and feared 
to ca ll fo r  24 - hour general 
sym pathy s trikes th a t would have 
qu ick ly  forced W estinghouse to 
come to  te rm s. lit  is the treacher­
ous p o licy  o f the top  labor bu­
reaucrats th a t cheated the IU E  
workers o f the fu l l  V ic tory th e ir 
heroic s trugg le  on the p icke t line 
en titled  them to w in.

The s tr ik e  o f 10,000 U n ited  
E lec trica l W orkers ( In d .)  aga inst 
W estinghouse continues. I t  needs 
a ll-ou t aid from  the rest o f labor 
to secure its  v ic to ry .

Dobbs Calls On Unions 
To Back Up Movement 
Against Segregation

By Farrell Dobbs
M O NTG O M ERY, March 22 —  The tria l of Rev, 

M artin L . King, leader of the history-making bus protest 
in this Deep South city, has just closed w ith a Verdict of 
guilty. Judge Eugene Carter sentenced him  to a fine of 
$500 or 140 days at hard labor and costs. The spirit of 
the Negro bus boycotters was typified by a statement I  
heard a Negro woman make as I  le ft the courthouse. “ I  
walk from now on,” she declared, “ if  m y feet give out,
1 will crawl.” Rev. King was released on $1,000 bond. A ll 
the other cases of the boycott leaders will be postponed 
pending the outcome of the appeal in  King’s case.

*  *  *

M O NTG O M ERY, Ala., M arch 20 —  In  fu ll so lid a rity  
w ith  the ind icted leaders o f th e ir  bus p ro test movement, 
the em battled Negro people o f th is  c ity  came in  s treng th

anfs is .Mrs. Rosa Parks, an 
a lte ra tio n  ta ilo r, whose a rre s t Dec. 
I fo r  re fu s in g  to g ive  her bus 
seat to a w h ite  man set o f f  the 
p ro tes t movement. A lso  included 
are. tw o  v ic tim s  o f the: f ir s t  wave 
o f  te r ro r  against f i e  p ro tes t 
action. They are Rev. M . L . K in g  
Jr., and E. D. N ixon , a ra ilro a d  
union man, both o f whose homes 
have been bombed 6ince the 
p ro test s tarted . They are leading 
figures in  the movement.

Anoither v ic tim  o f e a rlie r a ttacks  
s its  among the defense counsel. 
He is F red D. Gray, a young 
law yer Who was f irs t  reclassified 
from  a m in is te r ia l sta tus to  1-A 
in  the d ra ft  and then arrested fo r  
f il in g  a s u it against the s ta te ’s 
segregation laws a lleged ly w ith ­
ou t au thoriza tion  fro m  a ll c lients 
he claimed to represent.

A t  the counsel tab le  nine N e­
gro law yers fo r  the defense f la n k  
the three w h ite  prosecutors. De­
fense counsel includes R obert 
G arter o f New  Y ork , a member 
o f the NA A G P  legal s ta ff,  and 
A r th u r  D. Shores o f B irm ingham , 
who also represents A u to c rin e  
Lucy in her f ig h t fo r  admission to 
the U n ive rs ity  o f A labam a.

IM P R E S S IV E  GROUP
The Negroes present in the 

courtroom  —  defendants, law yers 
and spectators a like  —  conduct 
themselves w ith  g re a t d ig n ity , 
de term ination  and m an ifes t p ride  
in th e ir  people. T h e ir m ora le is 
h igh ; th e ir  d isc ip line  as a move­
m ent superb; th e ir  a b ili ty  as 
s tra teg is ts  tactic ians and organ­
izers impressive.

The defendants have waived 
(Continued on page 4)

w o rld  soc ia lis t revo lu tion , its 
be traya l o f the defense o f the 
Soviet Union, its  fra m e -u p s , 
slander and m urder o f in c o rru p ti­
ble revo lu tion is ts , its  opportun is t 
deals With “ dem ocratic”  im p e ria l­
ism, w ith  Ohiamg K ai-shek and 
w ith  H it le r ,  was incom patible 
w ith  the task o f b u ild in g  a revo­
lu tio n a ry  p a rty  o f the w o rk ing  
class.

The Am erican S ta lin is t leaders 
answered these argum ents w ith  
the dogma th a t c ritic ism  o f S ta lin  
was an a ttack  on the S oviet Union 
and equiva lent to serving fascism. 
They spread the methods and 
po litics  o f the S ta lin  c u lt w ith in  
the rad ica l movem ent in the U.S. 
They b u ilt  a fra/mo-aip and slander 
machine and cheered loudly when 
the federal governm ent convicted 
18 SWP loaders fo r  th e ir  op­
position to im p e ria lis¡t w a r in the 
firs t S m ith  A c t tr ia ls  in M in ­
neapolis. 1940.

Now that the K rem lin  its e lf 
has begun to adm it the crim es of 
S ta lin  in an e ffo r t  to evade the. 
w ra th  o f the Soviet workers, i t  is 
the du ty o f serious A m erican 
Communist w orkers and youth to 
examine firs t hand the views of 
T ro tsky  and the Socialist W o rk ­
ers P a rty .

Demands Khrushchev Tell Truth A bout Trotsky
M A R C H  21 —  The Socia lis t 

W orkers P a rty  today demanded 
that the K re m lin  go a ll the  way 
in its  repud iation o f S ta lin ’s 
d ic ta to rsh ip  w ith  complete ex ­
posure o f the fram e-up tr ia ls  
against ta o n  T ro tsky , the lead­
ing  Bolshevik who refused to 
cap itu la te  to  the “ S ta lin  c u lt”  and 
fough t the ty ra n n y  o f the d ic­
ta to r u n til h is death at the hands 
o f S ta lin ’s assassin in  1940. The 
SWP demanded the fu l l  restora­
tion o f Soviet democracy th a t 
prevailed -under the  leadership o f 
Lenin and T ro tsky , beginning 
w ith  the im m ediate release o f a ll 
po litica l prisoners from  forced 
labor camps.

In a cable to N ik ita  S. K hrush­

chev, Soviet Communist P a rty  
secretary, Joseph Hansen, fo rm er 
secretary to Leon T ro tsky , today 
demanded the fo llo w in g : "Press 
reports you have branded S ta lin  
ais m urderer. I f  so please publish 
dotaills how S ta lin  organized 
m urder o f T ro tsky . A lso answer 
Natalia T ro ts k y ’s request fo r  
re h a b ilita tio n  names o f her hus­
band and son. fa lse ly  accused in 
fram e-up  tr ia ls , and news o f fate 
o f her son Serge.”

T ro ts k y ’s w idow  w ired the 
presid ium  o f the 20-th Congress 
o f the Com m unist P a rty  o f the 
Soviet. Union on Feb. 22 asking 
fo r  a complete rev iew  o f the 
Moscow tr ia ls  and v ind ica tion o f 
the “ memory of v ic tim s  before 
in te rna tiona l public op in ion.”  In  a

.titer to the Soviet governm ent, 
aibalib T ro tsky  also asked fo r  
sws o f her son Serge Sedov 
nose disappearance in the Soviet 
reion she learned o f 20 years 
to. H is fa te  is s t i l l  not known, 
b rep ly  has been received t-o 
oher o f these messages.

DBBS’ F E T T E R
In  another com m unication sent 
day to N ik ita  S. Khrushchev, 
li-re il Dobbs, N a tiona l Secretary 
i the Socia lis t W orkers P a rty  
ad:
“ Your admissions about the 
<mes o f S ta lin  can have mean- 
g on ly  i f  the p rinc ip a l ta rge t 
i S ta lin ’s m urder machine, 
imely, Leon T ro ts k y  and his 
pporters, are fu lly  cleared o f

a ll charges concocted du rin g  the 
in fam ous Moscow tr ia ls .

“ We request: (1 ) That- N a ta lia  
T ro ts k y ’s  demand fo r  in fo rm a tio n  
o f her son’s- flaite be answered a t 
once. A lso her demand th a t Leon 
T ro ts k y  and Leon Sedov’s names 
be cleared o f a ll fa lse charges.

“ (2 ) F u ll in fo rm a tio n  reg a rd ­
in g  S ta lin ’s organ iza tion  o f the 
m urder o f T ro tsky , a num ber o f 
h-is secretaries and fa m ily  be 
presented in detail.

“ (3 ) There are thousands o f 
revo lu tion is ts  in Soviet p r is ­
ons »ad camps Who were v ic ­
tim ized du ring  S ta lin ’s re ign  o f 
te rro r on charges o f ‘T ro tsky ism ’ 
and la te r o f ‘T ito ism .’ We demand 
the im m ediate release o f a ll 
po litica l prisoners in the USSR

and a thorough rev iew  o f th e ir  
cases before w orld  public opinion.

“ (4 )  I t  has been reported tha t 
you explained the com p lic ity  o f 
the present leaders o f the Soviet 
Union in -S talin ’s crim es by the 
fact tha t you feared execution by 
S ta lin  i f  you protested. The 
s ince rity  o f your present, re ­
pud ia tion  o f S ta lin  can be tested 
by the ex te n t and the speed w ith  
which you present the fu l l  t ru th  
about S ta lin 's  crim es and re ­
ha b ilita te  his v ic tim s.”

Dobbs also recalled the cable 
he sent to Khnush-chev in Bel­
grade, Yugoslavia , last June 1, 
1955. A t  tha t tim e the new K rem ­
lin  bureaucrats acknowledged the 
f ra m e -u p  charges, fabrica ted 
aga ins t the TMoiste. The SWP

leader asked v ind ica tion  and 
libe ra tion  o f these pos t-W ar I I  
v ic tim s  purged as “ T ito is ts ”  and 
“ T ro tsky is ts .”  There was no rep ly  
to th is  cable.

LE O N  TR O TS K Y

Cannon Explains the Death of the Stalin Cult

Foster Says Don’t 
Tear Stalin to 
“Political Shreds”

By Tom Kerry
Members o f the Am erican 

Communist P a rty , along w ith  
th e ir co-th inkers throughout the 
world, are s u ffe r in g  from  acute 
shock. They are lite ra lly  ree ling 
from  the effects o f the p ro ­
nouncements com ing out o f the 
20*h Congress in  Moscow th ro w ­
ing overboard eve ry th ing  they 
had been taught, to  believe fo r 
a whole generation. The cherish­
ed m y th  o f S ta lin ’s in fa l l ib i l i ty  
has been shattered.

F o r 30 years members o f the 
Com m unist P a rty  have been 
tau gh t to accept every devious 
tw is t and tu rn  in S ta lin is t po l­
icy. Despite th e ir  m isg iv ings, 
they were ta u g h t to accept be­
cause S ta lin  said i t  was r ig h t 
and good and necessary fo r  the 
defense o f the Soviet Union. H is 
disciples in the leadership o f the 
various sections ru led by r ig h t 
o f th e ir  unquestioning adherence 
to the S ta lin  m yth  and obedience 
to his command. The essence o f 
the S ta lin  m yth  was to accept 
w ith o u t th in k in g , o r in violence 
to ope’s j jfovbt.thought,,Up defier-,, 
ehce to the cou rt o f las t reso rt 
—  .Stalin, the in fa llib le . W ha t 
now ?

“ JO LT E D ”
The leaders of the Am erican 

Com m unist P a rty  confess they 
are a t a complete loss. T he ir 
con trad ic to ry  exp lanations ex­
p la in  noth ing. They say they 
are shaken, bewildered and d is­
mayed —  tha t much we can ac­
cept and understand. A la n  M ax, 
m anaging ed ito r o f the D a ily  
W orker, says he was “ jo lte d ”  
nnd any S ta lin is t who says o the r­
wise is e ithe r a crook o r a 
fool.

Joseph C la rk , fo re ign  expert 
fo r  the same paper, is confused 
and disturbed. To W a lte r U l- 
b rich t, leader o f the E ast Ger­
man S ta lin is t p a rty , and 20th 
Congress c r it ic  o f the S ta lin  cu lt, 
C lark  d irects the pointed com­
m ent: “ U lb r ie h t would have been 
a lo t more candid i f  he had only 
adm itted th a t he h im se lf had 
con tribu ted to sponsoring the 
‘c u lt o f the in d iv idu a l.’ ”

C la rk ’s barb, aimed at U l-  
b rich t, sounded an ominous note 
as it w h istled by (he ear o f W il­
liam  Z. Foster, t i tu la r  head of 
the Am erican Communist P arty . 
Foster rushed in to  p r in t in  the 
D a ily  W orker o f M arch 16, to 
admonish S ta lin ’s c ritics , tha t 
"o u r task is ne ither to rush in ­
d ignan tly  to  the defense o f S ta l- 
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A Note to CP 
Rank and File

James P. Cannon, whose speech on the S ta lin  cu lt we 
publish in th is  issue, is a pioneer Am erican revo lu tionary 
socialist. Before W orld  W ar 1 he was a le ft-w in g e r in  the

to the mass t r ia l  th a t opened 
here yesterday. Long before the 
second flo o r courtroom  opened 
they packed the corrido rs  and 
form ed lines down the s ta irs  
tow ard the outside Where waiting- 
crowds gathered.

Few gained e n try  to  the cou rt­
room where the 90 defendants 
filled  over h a lf  the spectators’ 
seats. Those turned aw ay w ent to 
an em pty room in  the  ad jacent 
w ing o f the U-shaped bu ild in g  
where they crowded to  the 
windows, peering across the 
area w a y  fo r  a g lim pse o f the 
tr ia l scene.

A p a rt fro m  reporte rs , witnesses 
and b a ilif fs , fe w  w h ite  people 
have appeared in the segregated 
courtroom . The hand fu l present 
as spectators are seated inside 
the r a i l  in  the space usually 
reserved fo r  law yers, defendants 
and the press.

W O R LD C O V E R A G E
Reporters are here from  F iance, 

England, In d ia  and many p a rts  
o f the  U n ited  S tates. Newsreel 
and te levis ion cameras are set up 
a t the cou rt house entrance to 
in te rv ie w  the princ ipa ls  in the 
tr ia l.  The na tiona l N egro press 
is heavily represented.

Those indicted include officers 
and executive com m ittee members 
o-f the M ontgom ery Im provem ent 
Association, among them tw e n ty  
five m in is ters. The Association is 
a vo lu n ta ry  group dedicated to 
defense o f the dem ocratic r ig h ts  
o f the Negro people. A lso arrested 
are several d r i vers o f the  car pool 
form ed to provide transp orta tio n  
to  Negroes declin ing to ride  J im - 
Crow buses.

Prom inent among the  defend-

Westinghouse Retreats 
From Union-Busting Try

wmted one o f Shorter duration 
axl (2) th e ir  re fusa l to p e rm it 
th  company to spded up hourly  
workers.

R E IN S TA TE M E N T IS S U E
In addition, the union had to 

ec-nproenlise a crucia l demand 
aisireg ou t o f the s tr ike  its e lf  — 
reanely, th a t the company re in - 
s ite  93 workers fired fo r  alleged 
peket line violence. In  the settle- 
mi vt, the company agreed im - 
m diate ly to reinsitate 57, but. 36 
oiiers are ‘ ‘inde fin ite ly  suspend­
ed and th e ir  re tu rn  is  to be 
ngotia ted a t the local level. I f  
cmipany and union then fa i l  to 
a.ree, the cases go to a rb itra tio n .
Judging from  past experiences 

i such m a tte rs , the company w ill 
ke ly be able to c la im  a num ber 
< v ic tim s. B ig  Business w il l  be 
ale to hold these up to  deter any 
«her group o f w orkers from  
ping on s trike . I t  was over 
scepting the re instatem ent term s 
ta t the IU E  s tr ik e  com m ittee 
»lit —  a m in o rity  proposing to 
m tinue the s tr ik e  u n til the com- 
any agreed to  take a ll w orkers 
ack.
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A  New Threat to Freedom of Speech
The A F L-C IO  U nited Autom obile W o rk ­

ers took the lead March 17 in  b lasting  the 
Johnson b ill now before Congress. Th is  
omnibus b ill, dealing w ith  election prac­
tice, would among o ther th ings  e lim inate 
free  debate on the a ir  waves.

The b ill is jo in t ly  sponsored by 63 sen­
ators o f every section o f the Republican 
and Dem ocratic parties rang ing  fro m  the 
so-called libera l senators, like  Wayne 
Morse, to the extrem e r ig h t  w ing  o f East- 
land, M cC arthy and Jenner.

Pushed by the lobby o f the b ig  radio and 
T V  chains i t  is painted up in  typ ica l double 
ta lk  as a b ill to  insure free electronic 
debate on public issues. Th is  s trang ling  
measure would above all insure the e lim i­
nation  o f any real debate fro m  the a ir.

On the biggest issue ag ita tin g  the coun­
t r y  today, th a t o f c iv il r ig h ts , th is  b il l ’s 
passage would insure a conspiracy o f 
silence.

The two B ig  Business parties th rough  
th e ir  p rinc ipa l candidates are cooking up 
a “ gentlem en’s agreement”  no t to  pe rm it 
c iv il r ig h ts  to  become an issue d u rin g  the 
campaign. Both  parties are so covered w ith  
g u ilt  fo r  the denial o f basic c iv il r ig h ts  to 
the  Negro people th a t  th e y  want, above 
a ll, to keep th is  bu rn ing  issue buried dur­
in g  the  campaign.

A t  the present tim e  under the provision

of Section 315 o f the Federal Communica­
tions A c t any tim e  given or sold to one 
candidate m ust be o ffered to  all o ther 
candidates. Th is ru le, w hich has been 
enforced more as an exception than other­
wise, is, however, a legal r ig h t  th a t the 
radio and T V  chains are forced to recog­
nize. Through th is  act, fo r  example, m il­
lions o f citizens were perm itted  to hear 
the candidates o f the Socialist W orkers 
Party .

These candidates b rough t to the a ir  
waves genuine debate and re fresh ing  re lie f 
from  the usual canned demagogy o f the 
typ ica l cap ita lis t candidate. Inva riab ly  
d u rin g  these broadcasts the  professional 
personnel o f sta tions concerned w ith  
program m ing would rem ark  on the in tro ­
duction o f real life  whenever an SWP 
candidate would appear on the a ir. Now 
the b ill i f  passed would make th is  ap­
pearance almost impossible. A  series o f 
clauses de fin ing  “ p o litica l candidates”  
would to all in ten ts  and purposes elim inate 
all except the D em ocratic and Republican 
candidates fro m  the  a ir.

Radio and T V  ownership is passing in to  
few er and few er hands. And now, i f  the 
Johnson b ill passes, the  b illiona ire ’s mo­
nopoly o f the a ir  w ill jo in  w ith  the mo­
nopoly o f po litica l expression to choke o f f  
the  last vestige o f freedom  from  the a ir.

Faulkner Abandons Freedom Fight
W illia m  Faulkner, famous novelist and 

M ississippi libe ra l, has aired his views on 
the  cu rren t s trugg le  o f the  Negro people 
in  “ A  L e tte r to the N o rth ,”  appearing in 
the  M arch 5 L ife  magazine, and in an in ­
te rv iew  in the Reporter, M arch 26. In  both. 
F au lkne r plays —  w hether consciously or 
unconsciously is un im portan t —  the clas­
sica lly  tra ito ro u s  role o f the libera l when 
the  chips are down.

He warns the Negro people and th e ir  
supporters to desist from  fu r th e r  s trugg le  
fo r  c iv il r ig h ts  in the  South. He threatens 
th a t i f  the pressure against the Southern 
J im  Crow system is no t tapered o f f  now 
federa l in te rven tion  w ill resu lt and then he 
and o the r Southern liberals, who have 
deplored and critic ized  certa in  aspects of 
the  white-suprem acy system, w ill be forced 
onto the side o f the  w h ite  supremacists. 
“ As long as there ’s a m iddle road, a ll r ig h t, 
I ’l l  be on it. B u t i f  i t  came to f ig h t in g  I ’d 
f ig h t  fo r  M ississippi against the  U nited 
States even i f  i t  meant go ing out in to  the 
streets and shooting Negroes,”  the  Nobel 
prize au thor warns.

As the h is to ry  o f the w orkers’ struggle 
In every coun try  o f the  globe has shown 
repeatedly, libera ls can serve the oppres­
sors in  ways the o u tr ig h t reactionaries 
can’t.

A  Senator Eastland can get no hearing 
fro m  those in fa vo r o f c iv il rig h ts , bu t a 
Fau lkner can. Scorning and rea liz ing  the 
ineffectiveness o f the “ m aster race”  and 
“ Southern womanhood”  c laptrap th a t 
Eastland would use, F au lkne r concedes 
th a t segregation is w rong m ora lly  and 
lega lly  and th a t the Negroes are r ig h t  in 
th e ir  demands fo r  equality. He even goes 
fu r th e r .  L is ten  to  th is  exchange in  the 
R eporter in te rv ie w :

“ Q. Is the  basic cause o f race prejudice 
economic, in  your opinion?

“ A . Abso lu te ly . To produce cotton we have 
to  have a system o f peonage. T ha t is 
absolutely w ha t is a t the  bottom  o f 
the  s itua tion .

“ Q. A re  the psychological ra tiona liza tions 
fo r  pre judice som ething g ra fted  onto 
the root?

“ A . Yes. I  would say th a t a p lan te r who 
has a thousand acres wants to keep 
the  Negro in  a position o f debt peon­
age and in order to  do i t  he is going 
to te ll the poor class o f w h ite  fo lks 
th a t the Negro is go ing to  v io la te  his 
daughter. B u t all he wants a t the back 
o f i t  is a system  o f peonage to produce 
h is  co tton a t the  h ighest ra te  of 
p ro fit ,

E. D. Nixon -  Trade Unionist, Negro Leader
By W illiam  Bundy

W hile  in  B irm ingham , A la., 
three weeks ago, I  spoke to a 
w h ite  man who was well in  
form ed on the events and per­
sonalities in the M ontgom ery 
an ti-segrega tion protest move­
ment. In  the course o f a discus­
sion on the ro le o f the labor 
movement in  the c iv il r ig h ts  
s trugg le , he to ld  me tha t he 
knew o f an old tim e  N egro  
trade un ion is t in  M ontgom ery 
who was, as much as any other 
s ingle person, “ a l the bottom  o f 
the whole movement there.”

This s tatem ent did no t come 
as a complete surprise to me. 
Much has been w r itte n  on the 
id e n tity  o f in te res t between the 
labor movement and the Negro 
people. In  1948, the noted French 
jo u rn a lis t, Danie l Guerin, au thor 
o f ‘‘Fascism and B ig  Business,”  
toured the South in preparation 
fo r  an exhaustive sociological 
study o f the U n ited  States. H is 
book was published in its  French 
ed ition in  1951 and is soon to be 
released in an E ng lish-language 
edition. One passage says:

“ I  m et a num ber o f them 
(N egro  trade union leaders) in 
the South, and I  adm ired th e ir  
class consciousness, th e ir  m a tu ­
r ity ,  th e ir  dynam ic qu a lity . I t  is 
incontestable to  me th a t a new 
generation o f Negro cadres is 
developing, re a lis tic  and mod­
ern, form ed in  the tough school 
o f trade unionism , and th a t the 
effect's o f th is  ge rm ina tion  w ill 
soon be fu l ly  fe lt  both in  labor 
and in the Negro co m m u n ity .. . .

‘ ‘A  liv in g  example o f th is  evo­
lu tio n ,”  Guerin, w ro te , “ was p re ­
sented to me by E.D. N ixon  o f 
M ontgom ery, A labam a, a v ig o ­
rous colored union m il ita n t  who 
was the lead ing s p ir it  in  his c ity  
both o f the local union o f Sleep­
ing  Car Porte rs and the local 
branch o f the N A A C P . W hat a 
d iffe rence fro m  o ther branches 
o f the Association, which are 
contro lled by dentists, pastors, 
and undertakers! N ixon has both 
fee t on the ground. He is linked 
to the masses. He speaks th e ir  
language. He has organized the 
w o rk  o f race defense w ith  the 
precision and method o f a trade 
un ion is t. Men lik e  E. D. N ixon 
(to  name only h im ) incarnate 
the alliance which has a t last 
been consummated between the 
race and labor.”

The man o f whom m y w h ite  
fr ie n d  to ld  me th a t n ig h t in

B irm ingham , A la ., was none 
o ther than E. D. N ixon ! I  met 
him  la te r a t a press in te rv iew  
held M arch  3 in his com fortab le  
b r ick  house on a h i l l in  M on t­
gomery.

M r. N ixon, who s t i l l  w orks as 
a sleeping car po rte r on the run  
between M ontgom ery and C h i­
cago, is a s lim , dark, ve ry  ta ll 
rawboned man. He in troduced 
the reporters to M rs, N ixon , sat 
us down in  the liv in g  room, and 
go t r ig h t  to the po in t: “ You 
ju s t s ta r t ask ing questions,”  he 
said.

“ A re  you rece iv ing  any help 
fro m  the union movement in th is  
bus boycott, M r. N ix o n ? ”

“ We don’t ca ll i t  a boycott,”  
he said in  his outspoken m anner. 
“ T h is  is a protest against a lo t 
o f th ings over the years. I t  is 
deep-rooted. We always called 
i t  a protest.

“ Yes, we get some help. Judg ­
in g  fro m  the size o f a con tribu ­
tion  we go t fro m  an A u to  W o rk ­
ers union up in  D e tro it they 
m ust be in terested in us. They 
didn ’t  ju s t send i t  e ithe r, they 
b rough t i t  down.”

“ A re  there m any union people 
active in  the p ro test movement 
he re?”

“ W e’ve go t a ll k inds o f people 
in  the M ontgom ery Im provem ent 
Association. W e’ve go t m in is te rs  
and school teachers, and doctors 
and business men and labo r peo­
ple and un ion members. M rs. 
Ida  Mae Cardwell is on the finan ­
c ia l com m ittee. She is financia l

The N orthe rner, reading these admis­
sions o f the in jus tice , ille g a lity  and b ru ta l 
m ateria l base o f J im  Crow, w ill tend to 
nod his head in agreement and adm ira tion  
fo r  F au lkner’s candor. I f  unw ary, he may, 
as was intended, continue nodding agree­
ment w ith  the conclusion —  th a t the Ne­
gro people m ust now call a h a lt to th e ir  
struggle.

F ortuna te ly , the Negro masses are not 
going to  pay any a tten tion  to  F au lkner’s 
advice. They are going to press the s tru g ­
gle fo r  th e ir  centuries-long deferred r igh ts . 
Th is  is going to  pu t on the spot not only 
Fau lkner bu t the  N o rthe rn  liberals, who 
in the N o rth  are echoing h is  c ry  o f 
“ desist.”

F au lkner’s line is to place the blame on 
the Negro people fo r  any fu r th e r  outrages 
com m itted by the racists. The argum ent 
w ill be th a t they b rough t i t  on themselves 
by th e ir  lack o f “ m oderation”  in demand­
ing  w ha t is lega lly  and m ora lly  the irs , 
thereby in c itin g  the w h ite  supremacists, 
who are only doing w ha t comes na tu ra lly  
in a rac is t society.

... Foster’s Explanation

French Stalinism and Algeria
The workers o f A lge ria  have broken 

w ith  the French-dom inated trade unions 
and have set up th e ir  own nationa l labor 
movement. Th is  represents a g ia n t step 
fo rw a rd  and w ill help mobilize the organ­
ized workers in  A lg e ria  more e ffec tive ly  
on th e  side o f the w ar fo r  independence.

B oth  the S ta lin is t contro lled General 
Confederation o f Labor (CGT) and the So­
c ia lis t dom inated W orkers ’ Force (FO ) 
have had the A lgerian  w orkers organized 
as mere appendages to the French Trade 
Unions. In  N o rth  A fr ic a  both these organ­
izations represent p redom inantly  the  in ­
terests o f the  priv ileged European w ork­
ers. They have kept the  leadership o f the 
union t ig h t ly  in  the hands o f the  European 
labor aristocracy, excluding the A lgerians 
fro m  a ll posts o f leadership and genuine 
representation.

U S TA  (Federation o f A lgerian  W orkers 
U n ions) was set up on Feb. 14. In  the 
sta tem ent o f its  General Secretary, M. 
Ramdani, i t  aims to  f ig h t  no t only fo r  the 
economic in terests o f the  A lgerian  w o rk ­
ers b u t also in  defense o f general demo­
c ra tic  freedom and hum an rig h ts . I t  is 
s ig n ifica n t th a t U S TA , ta k in g  a stand 
aga inst racism , inv ites European workers 
in  N o rth  A fr ic a  to jo in .

B y  fa r  the strongest French union 
federa tion  is the  S ta lin is t-led  CGT. In  
b reak ing  w ith  the CGT, A lge rian  workers 
are dem onstra ting  also w ha t they  th in k  o f 
the  leadership o f the  French Com m unist

P a rty  and its  stand on the bu rn ing  issue of 
A lge rian  independence. A ga in  and again 
the interests o f the A lge rian  w orkers have 
been bargained away cyn ica lly  by the 
S ta lin is t leaders as p a rt o f the K rem ­
l in ’s d ip lom atic  maneuvers w ith  the French 
capita lis ts, who have exploited and segre­
gated the A lge rian  workers.

Burned deep in to  the m em ory o f A lgerian 
workers is the  fa c t th a t i t  was a Govern­
m ent o f the Popular F ro n t o f France in 
1936 th a t proscribed th e ir  organizations. 
The Com m unist P a rty  had m in is ters 
s it t in g  in  the cabinet a t th a t tim e. A l­
gerians w ill never fo rg e t th a t in  1945 a 
C.P. member was m in is te r in  the French 
governm ent th a t exacted 45,000 casualties 
fro m  the A lge rian  fig h te rs  fo r  inde­
pendence.

T ha t the contem pt and hatred o f the 
A lge rian  workers fo r  the  French S ta lin is t 
leaders is fu lly  ju s t if ie d  was proven once 
again on M arch 13. On th a t day, the large 
C.P. contingent o f Deputies voted in the 
French N ationa l Assem bly fo r  the M olle t 
Governm ent’s request fo r  ex trao rd ina ry  
powers to  deal w ith  the A lge rian  s itua tion  
in  typ ica l im p e ria lis t fash ion. “ Socialist”  
Mo'llet announced he would use repressive 
measures and rushed re-enforcements to 
the colonial garrison in  A lge ria  as soon as 
the powers were granted. On M arch 21, 
Ambassador to  France C. Douglas D illon 
pu t U.S. im peria lism ’s stam p o f approval 
on M a lle t’s bloody program .

(Continued from  page 1) 
in nor to tea r him to po litica l 
shreds, as some in our ranks 
seem inclined to do.”  W ords 
which he may soon reg re t hav­
in g  uttered.

S T A L IN ’S D IS C IP L E
Foster owes a g rea t deal to 

S ta lin . F o r approx im ate ly  30 
years he has been a fa ith fu l d is­
cip le and “ sponsor o f the S ta lin  
c u lt”  in  the Am erican CP. He 
never fa iled  “ to rush  in d ig na n tly  
to the defense o f S ta lin ,”  since 
th a t day in October 1928 when 
he jo ined w ith  Lovestone and 
B row der to il le g a lly  expel from  
the Com m unist P a rty  the T ro t­
sky is t le f t  opposition group led 
by James P. Cannon.

The Cannon group asked on ly 
th a t they be allowed to discuss 
w ith in  the p a rty  T ro ts k y ’s c r i t ­
icism  o f the D ra ft  P rogram  o f 
the Com m unist P a rty , adopted 
in 1928 as the S ta lin is t w orld  
program  a t the S ix th  Congress 
o f the Com m unist In te rn a tion a l. 
Foster knew  th a t S ta lin  was in ­
ten t upon suppressing T ro ts k y ’s 
c r it ic is m  as he was in fo rm ed 
th a t the document in  question 
had to be sm uggled ou t o f the 
Soviet Union in  order to ge t i t  
before the CP members here.

He made his decision then, and 
has never deviated since, to be­
come p a rt and parcel o f the 
S ta lin  cu lt, whose ha llm a rk  was 
the destruction o f in te rna l p a rty  
democracy, suppression and m u r­
der o f in tra n s ig e n t com m unist 
leaders and members who dared 
oppose his views, and the crea­
tion  o f the cu lt o f in fa ll ib i l ity .

A nd w hat does F oster say 
now?

On the occasion o f F oste r’s re ­
cent 75th b irth d a y  he was eulo­
gized by o ther S ta lin is t leaders 
in tones rem in iscent o f the s ick­
en ing id o la try  showered on S ta l­
in  before his death. So much so, 
th a t a prom inent fe llo w -tra v e l­
le r, R ing  La rdner, J r., was con­
stra ined to  dem ur in  a le tte r  to 
the ed ito r published in the D a ily  
W orke r o f M arch 18. “ I  wonder,”  
said La rdner, “ i f  some o f the 
ra th e r m audlin  testam ents, to 
W illia m  Z. F oster on his recent 
b ir th d a y  are re a lly  the most 
m ature  and e ffec tive  w ay o f ac­
know ledg ing the respect due 
A m erica ’s ou ts tand ing  w o rk ing - 
class leader.”  La rdne r does not 
seem to understand th a t the cu lt 
o f S ta lin  in  Russia required the 
c u lt o f F oster here and the 
leader c u lt everywhere in  the 
w o rld  S ta lin is t movement.

In  the D a ily  W o rke r o f M arch 
19 F oster was eulogized by E u­
gene Dennis in  the unrestra ined 
language o f  a c u ltis t.  A m ong

other th ings  he lauded Foster 
fo r  “ his no tew orthy con tribu tions 
to M a rx is t theory  and practice, 
on his creative w ork  as a M a rx ­
is t educator and h is to ria n .”  Den­
nis waxed ly r ic a l over “ ou r N a ­
tiona l Chairm an (w ho) is a true  
sc ientis t: hav ing  m astered the 
social science o f the w o rk ing  
class.”  And more in  the same 
vein.

FO STER ’S ‘E X P L A N A T IO N ’
Now fo r  a M a rx is t “ the o re ti­

cian, educator and h is to ria n ,”  
and a “ true  sc ien tis t,”  to boot, 
i t  should be a sim ple m a tte r to 
exp la in the o r ig in , m eaning and 
development o f the S ta lin  cu lt, 
especially a fte r  30 pregnant 
years o f deep im m ersion in its  
womb. L e t’s lis te n !

“ V ery probably,”  pontificates 
Foster in  the D a ily  W orker, 
M arch 16, “ a ll th is  w i l l  be made 
clear in the review  o f th is  past 
period now ge tting  under way in  
the Soviet Union.”  A nd i f  th is  
doesn’ t  sa tis fy  you r hunger fo r  
a sc ientific  M a rx is t exp lanation, 
Foster adds: “ We may be con­
fident, th a t from  th is  s itua tion , 
the Com m unist P a rty  o f the 
USSR w ill d raw  valuable and 
constructive po litica l and o r­
ganiza tiona l lessons.”  How con­
so ling !

W hat F oste r is here preach­
in g  is w ha t he has been p ra c tic ­
in g  fo r  30 years and w ha t is 
s t i l l  the poisonous source o f the 
S ta lin  cu lt. W a it, he says, in 
his trues t scientific  m anner, w a it 
u n t il Moscow has to ld  us w hat 
to say and do and then th a t w i l l  
be passed a long as the d is tille d  
essence o f M a rx is t wisdom. Fos­
te r stands ready to accept the 
word and deed o f S ta lin ’s closest 
co llabora tors in  Moscow now, as 
he did before. F o r F oster no th ing  
basic has changed. The S ta lin

c u lt is dead —  long live  the 
Khrushchev c u lt!

B u t the w orkers o f Moscow 
and th roughou t Russia are d is­
satisfied w ith  exp lanations th a t 
do no t exp la in. They are ra is ing  
the same po in t th a t C la rk  d irects 
a t  U lbric-ht. A  New Y o rk  Times 
dispatch, M arch 19, reports  th a t 
w orkers in  the Soviet Un ion are 
seeking an answer to the ques­
tio n : “ W ha t were the present 
leaders o f the Ccm m unist P a rty  
do ing d u rin g  the years o f S ta l­
in ’s m isru le  and crim es?”  A  per­
tin e n t question and one tha t w i l l  
have to be answered.

F o r n igh onto 30 years the 
members o f the Am erican Com­
m un is t P a rty  have been tau gh t 
to  accept w ith o u t th in k in g . Now 
they  are to ld th a t th is  method 
was the resu lt o f a c u lt o f in ­
fa l l ib i l i t y  de libe ra te ly  fostered by 
S ta lin  and his henchmen which 
has v is ited  in fin ite  harm  upon 
the w o rk in g  class movem ent and 
endangered the defense o f the 
Soviet U nion. I f  serious about 
f ig h tin g  cu ltism , CP members 
w il l  have to begin to lea rn  to 
th in k . And in th is  connection 
there is no b e tte r w ay to  close 
than to  quote a sta tem ent by 
Len in  which appeared on the 
masthead o f the ve ry  f ir s t  issue 
o f The M ilita n t,  Novem ber 15, 
1928:

“ I t  is necessary th a t every 
member o f the  P a rty  should 
study ca lm ly and w ith  the g re a t­
est o b je c tiv ity , f ir s t  the sub­
stance o f the d iffe rences o f op­
in ion , and then the development 
o f the s trugg les w ith in  the 
P a rty . N e ithe r the one nor the 
other can be done unless the 
documents o f both sides are pub­
lished. He who takes somebody’s 
word fo r  i t  is  a hopeless id io t, 
who can be disposed o f w ith  a 
sim ple gesture o f the hand.”

...S ta lin  Cult
(Continued from  page 2)

his disciples, is being demonstrated in  life  as true. And 
we, who have fought long years under his banner, salute 
his glorious name again today. ’We are surer than ever 
tha t we have been righ t. We have more reason than ever 
to figh t w ith o u t compromise fo r the fu l l  program  of 
Trotskyism . A nd we have more reason than ever fo r 
confidence in  v ic to ry .

O ur v ic to ry  w i l l  be more than the v ic to ry  of a faction 
or a pa rty  —  fo r the factiona l and p a rty  struggle is and 
has been the expression of the in te rna tiona l struggle of 
classes. The v ind ica tion  and v ic to ry  of T ro tskyism  w i l l  
coincide w ith , and fu l ly  express, the v ic to ry  of the in te r­
nationa l w o rk ing  class, in the struggle against the capita l­
is t exp lo iters and the S ta lin is t tra ito rs , fo r  the socialist 
reorganization o f the w orld .

woman jum ped up and said ‘ I ’m 
gonna keep w a lk in ’ u n til I  can 
s it  in  them seats I  been stand- 
in ’ alongside o f fo r  a ll these 
years.’ E verybody jo ined in w ith  
her and th a t was the end o f 
th a t.”

“ Do you th in k  there is go ing 
to be any more bomb th ro w in g  
and so on to  scare people, M r. 
N ix o n ? ”

He sat fo rw a rd  in his cha ir 
say ing : “ Now le t ’s have th is  
understood r ig h t  here, they don’t 
th row  bombs ju s t to scare peo­
ple.”  He showed us the b rick  
p i lla r  th a t deflected a bomb 
which had exploded in his f ro n t 
yard. “ I f  tha t bomb hadn’t  ju s t 
happened to h it tha t p i lla r  and 
bounced o ff,  i t  would have come 
r ig h t th rough  the w indow in to  
th is  room where M rs. N ixon was 
s it t in g .”  He described the screen 
which had deflected the bomb 
th row n at Rev. M a rtin  Lu the r 
K in g ’s fro n t w indow. I f  i t  hadn 't 
been fo r  th a t screen, he said, 
th a t bomb would have exploded 
inside the house where Rev. 
K in g ’s w ife  and in fa n t child 
were s it t in g  at the tim e.

“ W ell, do you th in k  there is 
go ing to be any more o f th a t? ”

“ I t ’s hard to say. The only 
way we can sleep here a t n ig h t 
is to take the phone o f f  the 
hook, we ge t so m any th rea ten­
in g  calls a t n igh t. They aren’ t  
scaring  anyone though. Them 
days are gone. People don’t scare 
anym ore.”

“ Do you get any support fro m  
w hites ? ”

“ N o t much. I  can see th e ir  
po in t. Unless a gang o f them  
come ou t they are re a lly  up 
against i t . ”  He to ld  o f a w h ite  
woman who was forced to leave 
tow n by harassm ent from  W hite  
C itizens Councils because she 
had openly sym pathized w ith  the 
pro test movement,

U N IO N  P O LIC Y
“ Do you th in k  the A F L -C IO  

should take a s tronger stand in  
fa v o r o f the announced a n t i­
segregation p o licy? ”

“ W hy yes. T h a t’s the on ly 
th in g  to do. The A F L  has been 
bad on th is  th in g , bu t the CIO 
came in  and organized the 
Negroes and whites together. 
T ra d itio n s  don’t  change them ­
selves, you ’ve g o t to change 
them. The recent ra ilroa d  s trike  
was the best chance the Negro 
ra ilroa d  w orkers  ever had to 
get ou t o f being ‘a u x ilia r ie s .’ 
They needed us in  th a t s trike . 
T h a t was the tim e  to  change 
th ings. Some people have a hard 
tim e  seeing an o p p o rtu n ity  when 
i t  shows up. When the A la ­
bama teachers pu lled out o f the 
na tiona l o rgan iza tion  because o f 
its  desegregation stand, th a t was 
the tim e fo r  the Negro teachers

to snap up the charte r, and bu ild  
a non-segregated union . . . bu t 
some people have a hard tim e 
seeing th e ir  openings.”

“ Do you th in k  w h ite  w orkers 
w i l l  go a long w ith  desegregated 
unions ?”

“ I th in k  so, they ’ve got to. 
The South w ill never be free 
u n til the N egro  frees h im se lf 
and frees the w h ite  man . . . 
B ig  business has kept the poor 
w hite man fooled fo r  years by 
te llin g  him  tha t they could get 
Negroes to w ork fo r  less . .

He to ld  a s to ry  about the o r­
gan iza tion  o f a p lan t in M o n t­
gom ery. “ The Coplin p lan t had 
troub le  g e ttin g  organized . . , 
they asked me to speak to the 
people out there . . . there was 
a w h ite  man w o rk in g  there th a t 
they fo llow ed, and he was keep­
in g  them  fro m  being organized.”

He to ld  about checking up on 
th is  man before the m eeting. He 
saw where the man lived. “ I t  
was an old wood shack up on 
blocks w ith  outhouses in  back, 
and his k ids  had to w a lk  th rough  
the mud to ge t to school. A t  the 
meeting, I  ju s t  ta lked r ig h t  to 
th a t man, and th a t’s w hat I  
ta lked about . . .  I f  they th in k  
so much o f you w hy don’t  they 
pay you enough to live  in a 
decent house, w hy don’t  they 
g ive you enough money to live  
decent ? . . . I  live  in  a b r ick  
house . . .  I  make good money 
and I  belong to a union . . .

“ W hen 1 was done he go t up 
and he used a w ord  1 don’t like  
b u t th is  is w ha t he said: ‘ I  never 
tho ugh t I ’d see the day I 'd  be 
ta lked in to  jo in in g  a union by 
a n igger, b u t I ’m convinced. 
L e t’s jo in .’ ”

A L A B A M A  BO YCO TT LAW ’
N ixon  spoke a n g r ily  now, 

“ W hy i f  the S tate o f A labam a 
convicts us on th is  boycott law  
w ha t’s go ing to happen to the 
next s tr ik e  ? I t ’s go ing to be 
ille g a l, th a t ’s w hat, w h ite  o r 
black, i t  w on’t  have a chance.”

“ How is i t  th a t you have been 
able to s tick i t  out in  th is  c ity  
fo r  so many years, M r. N ixon, 
in sp ite  o f you r stand on c iv il 
r ig h ts  and un ions?”

“ W ell, I ’ve go t a good job. I f  
they were go ing to fire  me 
the y ’d have done i t  a long tim e 
ago, so I figured I d idn ’ t  have 
to w o rry  about tha t. W e’ve been 
threatened so many tim es I  used 
to get a l i t t le  disappointed when 
I  d idn ’ t  ge t one o f those phone 
calls fo r  a couple o f weeks. B u t 
I ’ve g o t a w onderfu l w ife . She 
goes along a ll the w ay.”

He said th a t now that there is 
a b ig  movement in M ontgom ery 
f ig h tin g  fo r  jus tice  fo r  Negroes. 
There is a lo t o f w ork involved, 
but i t  is not as lonely as 20 
years ago.

W orld  Events
B R IT IS H  PARATRO O PERS ON 

CYPRUS used tea r gas to  break 
up dem onstrations o f C ypriotes 
o f Greek descent p ro tes ting  the 
exile of A rchb ishop M akarios. A 
general s trike , M arch 11, pa ra lyz ­
ed the island and rem ained solid 
in the face Of B r it is h  th rea ts to 
use force. Greek Cypriotes make 
up fo u r- f if th s  o f the  island's 
papu lation. They wiant enosis —  
u n ity  w.iibh Greece. M akarios is 
the o ffic ia l leader o f the enosis 
movement. The B r it is h  Govern­
ment, which has made Cyprus its  
command posit in  the Middle 
East, exiled the archbishop to  a 
sm all is land in the Ind ian Ocean. 
The bann ing o f  M akarios also 
touched o f f  dem onstrations by 
w orkers and students in  m a jo r 
c ities o f Greece and clashes w ith  
the police. The B r it is h  f la g  was 
burned in A thens and Salonika, 
and the governm ent posted sol­
diers around the B r it is h  and U.S. 
embassies. Slogans on banners 
inoluded, “ A m erica  help us o r ge t 
out o f Greece!”  and “ Englishm en 
equal Nazis, Eden equals H it le r ! ”  

*  *  *
IN  SO UTH A F R IC A , “ a p a r­

the id ,”  o r  race segregation, is 
be ing “ m odified,”  according to 
John Hughes in the M arch 15 
C h ris tian  Science M on ito r. The 
program  o f P rim e  M in is te r 
S trijd om , on the basis o f which 
he won the 1953 elections, was 
to separate com plete ly the Ne­
groes fro m  the wh ites, inc lud ing  
th e ir  economy. However, “ prac­
tic a l”  d iff ic u lt ie s  stand in the 
way o f complete te r r ito r ia l seg­
regation  —  nam ely, the  fa c t th a t 
Negroes pe rfo rm  m ost o f the 
labor in South A fr ic a . “ Indeed,”  
says Hughes, “ in a country 
where m ost wh ites p a rtic u la r ly  
the fa rm ers  . . . are more than 
anxious to re ta in  th e ir  A fr ic a n  
labo r in  w h ite  areas, the pros­
pect o f a segregation slowdown 
which would assure them  labor 
bu t w h ich would ensure con­
tinued w h ite  supremacy m ig h t 
w in  even more support fo r  the 
governm ent. L ik e lie s t outcome, 
there fore , is  continued u t il iz a ­
tion o f non-w hite  labor in  w h ite  
areas, w ith  continued w ith h o ld ­
ing  o f po litica l advancement 
from  non-whites on the  grounds 
th a t they do no t belong there .”  
In  short, South A frica w ill have

the same J im  Crow system as 
the U.S. in  the South.

*  *  *

B R IT IS H  A N D  S O UTH A F R I­
C A N  governm ents are schedul­
ing ta lks  “ to im prove the m il i t ­
a ry  defense o f sub-Saharan [ th a t  
is, N e gro ] A fr ic a ,”  reports  the 
M arch 15 C h ris tian  Science M on­
ito r . The ta lks  are m otiva ted by 
fea r of Soviet aid o ffe rs  to  such 
countries as L ib e ria  and strong  
E gyp tian  bids fo r  leadership o f 
the A f r i c a n  a n ti- im p e ria lis t 
s trugg le . Radio Cairo has been 
conducting a steady propaganda 
cam paign “ fo r  the libe ra tion  o f 
th is  g re a t and w ea lthy  con tinent 
fro ra  the im p e ria lis t fo re igne rs .”  

*  *  *
IN  F IN L A N D , a three-weeks- 

long general s tr ike  ended M arch 
19. Though term s o f settlem ent 
were no t announced, ind ica tions 
are the 200,000 members o f the 
Trade U n ion Federation who 
waged the s tr ik e  won substan­
t ia l gains. A t  the s ta r t  unions 
had demanded a 6.7% wage in ­
crease to make up fo r  food price 
rises. The em ployers association 
f in a lly  conceded th is  raise on 
M arch 16. The labor leader® 
then demanded an add itiona l 5 
to 9%  increase to  be included 
in new collective ba rga in ing  
agreements, w ith  the em ployers 
o ffe r in g  up to 3% as o f th a t 
date. The s tr ik e  ha lted a ll tra n s ­
po rta tion  and m ail deliveries. 
Newspapers were shut down, as 
were industries em ploying m etal 
w orkers, m achin ists, paper and 
pu lp workers.
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»secretary o f the Am algam ated 
C lo th ing  W orkers Local 490 
here.”

He smiled a l i t t le  as he said* 
“ I k ind  o f th in k  o f th a t local as 
my baby. I  went way out on a 
lim b  to help those people get 
organized.”

W O M E N  S P A R K E D  F IG H T
"W e heard th a t m ostly  women 

go to the pro test meetings. Is  
th a t true , M r. N ix o n ? ”

“ Oh, I th in k  i t ’s about h a lf 
and ha lf. O f course, the women 
are re a lly  in  there. We never- 
had a man arrested fo r  re fus ing  
to g ive up his seat on a bus or 
any th ing . They ju s t go t o ff,  o>* 
something. The women were the 
ones who made the stand.”

He spoke o f the long fig h t fo r  
c iv il r ig h ts  over the years. “ I 
tr ied  to reg is te r to vote fo r  ten 
years, and f in a lly  had to  sue in 
1944. In  spite o f the cou rt ru l­
ing, the ba ttle  fo r  the ba llo t has 
not been won . . .  In  1944 we 
had 208 reg istered voters who. 
were Negroes, and p a r t o f them 
had le f t  town o r died. Since th a t 
tim e we get about 3,000 a year 
to go down to  reg is te r, bu t 
we’ve s t i l l  on ly  g o t 2,100 Negroes 
reg istered to vote in the whole 
county. . . . They p u ll a ll k inds 
o f s tu f f  to  keep us fro m  ge tting  
reg istered. You go down and f i l l  
out the app lica tion  w ith  21 ques­
tions on it .  I f  you are a Negro, 
they te ll you you r application 
m ust be processed and you ’l l  
hear fro m  them. Sometimes you 
do, m ostly  you don’t.”

He raised his long arm s and 
le t them fa l l  saying, “ The w h ite  
man ju s t goes on doing w rong 
to keep from  doing r ig h t.”  
said th is  m any tim es du rin g  the 
in te rv iew .

“ W here do you th in k  th is  p ro ­
test is go ing to  go, M r. N ix o n ? ”

“ I  w ish I  knew  the answer. I  
th in k  the bus company w ants to 
settle, b u t the C ity  Commission 
and the M ayor w ou ldn ’t  le t  them. 
This a ll could have been settled 
i f  they ’d have ju s t sat down like  
reasonable people. W e m et tim e 
a fte r  tim e  over th is  bus s itua ­
tion , b u t we go t no th ing  bu t the 
runaround.

•K E E P  W A L K IN G  U N T I L . . . ”
“ When we filed the su it around 

Feb 1 o r 2 we b ro ug h t a m otion 
to go back on the buses and 
f ig h t i t  ou t in  the courts, but i t  
wa® too la te  fo r  t-hait. One

E. D. N IX O N
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