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Our Readers 
Take the Floor

E d ito r :
L a s t Thursday evening m y 

■wife and I  attended a le g is la tive  
conference sponsored by the 
D a ily  People’s W orld . The m eet­
ing' opened w ith  a re p o rt by  the 
N o rth w e s t E d ito r  o f the P.W., 
T e r ry  Ptettus, who gave a ve ry  
comprehensive re p o rt on the 
le g is la tio n  now pending in  the 
S ta te  Le g is la tu re , and gave a 
concise p ic tu re  o f  the needs o f 
the  W ash ing ton  S ta te  educa­
t io n a l system.

P ettus o u tlin e r in de ta il the 
school-budget requ irem ents fo r  
the  n e x t b iennium  and showed 
where the money was raised, 
th ro u g h  ta x a tio n  and other 
sources, p lus the fa c t th a t fro m  
a l l these us|ual sources, the 
school system would be sho rt by 
the  sum o f $246,500,000 o f meet­
in g  its  budget requirem ents. 
T h is  w ould n o t include finances 
fo r  the  constructibn  o f new 
school bu ild ings  and o ther au x i­
l ia r y  requirem ents.

F E D E R A L  A ID
T h is  d e fic it  w ou ld  e ith e r have 

to  be ra ised th rou gh  an appro­
p r ia t io n  fro m  the State, general 
fu n d  o r by ad d itio n a l ta x a tio n  
¿ r by the passage o f a Federal 
A id  to. Education b i l l  by  Con­
gress.

O u r S tate Leg is la tu re  is  cu r­
re n tly  tuss ling  w ith  a b i ll.  House 
J o in t M em oria l 17, w h ich would 
■urge Congress to pass a Federal 
A id  to  Education b ill.  So fa r  so 
good, b u t the  law m akers w a n t i t  
so bad ly th a t they w ould pass 
i t  (H J M  17) w ith o u t the Powell 
A m endm ent re q u ir in g  th a t the  
F edera l G overnm ent w ith h o ld  
Federa l school a id  fro m  those 
sta tes n o t in  compliance w ith  the 
Supreme C o u rt decisions on 
segregation .

W hen th is  was debated fro m  
the  f lo o r  a t the  above m eeting, 
some were o f the  op in ion th a t i t  
was a good ta c tica l m aneuver 
to  sub m it i t  to  Congress w ith ­
o u t the  Pow ell Am endm ent since 
th is  would n o t arouse the op 
pos ition  o f the S o u t h e r n  
seg regation is ts  in  Congress. 
T h a t position  is to  m y m ind one 
o f  ra n k  opportun ism . I f  we

CPer Disputes View of Convention
E d ito r, the M il ita n t :

I  have ibeen fo llo w in g  w ith  un- 
dim iniphed a tten tion  the series 
o f w eekly a rtic les  0>y you r s ta ff  
w r ite r ,  H a rry  R ing, devoted to 
the  c ris is  in the C om m unist P a r­
ty  o f the  U n ited  S tates a long­
side o f /h is analysis o f the re ­
cen tly  concluded CP convention.

A t  the  outsat, le t me say, I  am 
now and have been a merriber o f 
the  C om m unist P a rty . I appre­
cia te the f ra te rn a l in te re s t d is ­
p layed b y  the S oc ia lis t W orkers 
P a r ty  and t&e M il ita n t  in the- re ­
cent developments in  ou r pa rty . 
I  v ie w  the SW P as an indispensa­
ble segment o f the Socia lis t L e f t  
in  A m erica  and I  look tow ard 
the day o f unqua lified  co llabora­
tion  -bci&ween- our pa rties  leading 
tow a rd  eventual u n ifica tio n  in a 
rea l vanguard  p a r ty  o f revo lu­
t io n a ry  A m erican  socialism .

D IS P U T E S
P O S IT IO N

I t  is  w ith  the aibove • perspec­
tiv e  in  m ind, th a t  I  m ust—-albe it 
W ith p ro found  reg re t— dispute 
the  s p ir i t  and d irec tion  expressed 
in  the R ing  a rtic les  in- the Feb. 
18 and 25 issues o f the M ilita n t. 
In  aibsence o f any v is ib le  ed ito ­
r ia l  evidence to  the c o n tra ry , I 
can on ly  conclude th a t the ap­
proach re flec ts  the line  o f the 
M il ita n t  and the SWP,

The m ain contention o f the 
R in g  eva luation is  th a t: “ The 
m ost s ig n if ic a n t fea tu re  o f the 
recen tly  concluded convention o f 
the  OP is the fa c t th a t the  del­
egates, by a m a jo r ity  o f tw o to 
one, 'blocked the  e ffo r ts  o f P a r­
ty  C hairm an W ill ia m  Z. F oste r 
to  fo rce  the o rgan iza tion  back 
in to  its  p re-20th Congress bu­
reaucra tic  s tra it ja c k e t.”

T h is  conclusion o f R in g ’s is 
pursued re len tless ly  in  the tw o 
artic les  (Felb. IS, 25 M il i ta n t ) .  I 
am obliged to  sta te  th a t his eva­
lu a tio n  is w ith o u t founda tion  in 
fa c t, unsupported <by the de­
velopm ents w h ich  took place in 
m y  p a r ty  p r io r  to , and a t the 
convention sessions.

I  w i l l  now a tte m p t to counter­
pose to  R in g ’s position m y own 
opin ion, which is shared by many 
P a rty  m ilita n ts . L e t me re a f­
f irm  m y p a r ty  association since 
1935, when I  was a standard 
'bearer in  the Assem bly elec­
tions  (1935) w h ile  a memiber o f 
o f the  Y C L . L a te r, active in  the 
unemployed, union and youth 
•movements. I  was a delegate to

our section convention, * served 
on the section reso lu tions com­
m itte e  and rem ained a fa ith fu l 
observer o f a ll developments, 
con flic ts  and pa rtic ip a n ts  in  the 
p re lim in a ry  county and New  
Y o i;k  , s ta te  conventions. F in a lly , 
I  have, in te rv iew ed members who 
attended o r Whose’ close asso­
c ia tes attended the  na tiona l con­
ven tion . This b iog raph ica l sum­
m a ry  is  an e f fo r t  to “ q u a lify ”  as 
a p a r tic ip a n t as d is tin c t fro m  
the l im it in g  fa c to rs  o f  an ed i­
to r ia l office .

NO  FO STER  
F A C T IO N

■Now, to the bloody business:
(1 ) There was no F oster fac ­

tion . W h ile  i t  is  tru e  a t the 12th 
hour some e f fo r t  was made in 
the  anti-G ates ranks to  g ive  an 
organized d irec tion  to the f ig h t  
i t  lacked the  conscious o rgan i­
zation, p lann ing, p rog ram  o f the

F O S tE R

Gates fa c tio n  which had devel­
oped over a period o f months. 
A t  the county, s tate and na tiona l 
conventions, a Gates fa c tio n  was 
in  evidence— no semblance o f a 
F os te r fac tio n .

(2 ) The delegates fro m  in ­
dus try , concerned w ith  the re ten­
t io n  oif shop clubs and a c r i t ­
ica l a tt itu d e  to  the  trade  union 
bureaucracy con tribu ted  as we ll, 
to  the  ranks  o f the anti-G ates 
forces. One o f the m ost devoted 
UiE m ilita n ts , ’ w ho was contem p­
tuous ly  re fe rred  to  as “ th a t 
fr ie n d  o f the w o rkers ”  by the 
Gates forces in  our county, 
fo u g h t a b itte r , uncom prom ising 
f ig h t  aga inst the Foste r-W ein -

stone c a p itu la tio n  a t the conven­
tion .

O ur own Section O rgan izer, the 
sole delegate fro m  ou r region, 
was ve ry  reserved in  h is re lie f 
a t the  pa tch -w o rk  u n ity  -aiffeeted 
a t  th e  convention, and harbors 
m ing led  fee lings  o f re g re t and 
chagrin  a t the fa ilu re  o f the Fos­
te r  leadership to  o ffe r  resistance 
to the  Dennis-'Gates program .

(3) R ing  gloats th a t the con­
ven tion  fru s tra te d  F os te r’s a t­
tem p t to  impose on the N a tiona l 
Corrvmitee a 21st m em ber-at-la rge 
who had lo s t to  Gbarney by  Vs 
o f a s ing le  vote. M ind  you, Char- 
ney is a sta te  leader o f the 
P a rty , a com prom iser. W ho then 
is  this- numlber 21 ? W e m ust 
know  i t  is  a beloved m il ita n t  
P uerto  Rican leader fro m  the 
ranks o f lo w er H arlem , A. R., 
respected by  th e  P a rty  members 
in  New Y o rk . He w il l  ye t ibe 
placed on the N a tion a l C om m it­
tee ,by the ran k  and f i le  he serves.

FOSTER A B D IC A TE S  
R E S P O N S IB IL IT Y

(4) The basic hea lthy  core 
o f the w o rk in g  class elements 
fo u g h t a determ ined rea r-guard  
action to  save the P a rty  th rou gh ­
ou t the p re lim in a ry  stages. T he ir 
f in a l e f fo r t  wh ich was capable 
o f w inn ing , was fru s tra te d  when 
the F oster group in the na tiona l 
leadership abdicated th e ir  re ­
spo ns ib ility  .to organize and lead 
a coun te r-s trugg le  to the m ig h ty  
w ave o f rev is ion ism  and liqu ida ­
t ion  spearheaded by  the D a ily  
W o rke r s ta f f  and the New Y o rk  
■State p a r ty  and its  a llies in the 
N a tion a l Com m ittee.

(5) The Dennis dip lom acy 
succeeded because the anti-G ates 
forces fa ile d  to provide the mem­
bersh ip  w ith  a rea l p rog ram  fo r  
revo lu tio n a ry  Am erican socialism  
counterposed to  the basic social- 
dem ocratic conceptions o f  the 
d ra ft  and its  supporters (Gates, 
Dennis, F os te r). L a ck in g  essen­
t ia l ly  was the leadership to  o r­
ganize and d irec t th a t section o f 
the membership w h ich had w ith ­
stood the pressure o f public op in­
ion and A m erican  im peria lism .

(6 ) The course charted by 
R ing, and supported in  silence 
by the SW P leadership, can fo r ­
fe i t  the g re a tes t p o te n tia lit ie s  
fo r  hea ling  the breach between 
the CP and the »SWP.

T he anti-G ates forces are not 
com m itted  to  any section o f the 
leadership. F ra n k ly , they look

to  a re freshm en t o f the na tiona l 
and sta te leadership.

(7 ) T rue, m any m ilita n ts  who 
sup po rt F oste r believe he is a 
L e n  i n  i s t, an in te rn a tio n a lis t, 
a, w o rk ing -c lass revo lu tion is t. 
T hey do n o t ye t rea lize he and 
Gates are on ly the le f t  and 
r ig h t  leg o f the same body 
nourished !by the social-demo- 
c ra tic  po licy  expressed in  the 
d ra ft  reso lu tion  adopted by the 
n a tion a l convention. The educa­
tio n  o f the m ilita n ts  as to  the 
ro le  o f the Soviet bureaucracy, 
i ts  o rig in s  and h is to rica l founda­
t io n , hus s t i l l  to  be completed. 
T h e ir  ideo log ica l rearm am ent is 
the key to the whole so lution.

N o tw ith s ta n d in g  th is — the po­
te n tia l rese rvo ir fo r  tra n s fo rm ­
in g  the CP in to  a revo lu tiona ry  
p a r ty  o f  Am erican socialism 
m e rg in g  in to  a broad reg roup­
m ent o f the le f t  o,n a p rinc ip led  
p ro g ra m  o f M arx ism -Len in ism  
th a t w i l l  include the S W P  and 
others, resides in  the anti-G ates 
forces who question the basic con­
ception o f “ peaceful co-exist- 
ence,”  “ peaceful tra n s itio n ,”  the 
amorphous “ an ti-m onopo ly coa li­
t io n ,”  the kow tow ing  to the trade- 
union bureaucrats, A D A , etc.

NO  C O N F ID E N C E  
IN  E IT H E R  S ID E

I t  is to th is  section o f the 
P a rty  and its  leadership a t a ll 
levels th a t assistance m us t be 
o ffe red, guidance p ro ffe red , to 
hasten the day fo r  the  rea liza ­
tio n  o f a f irm  so lu tion  to the ba­
sic problem  o f c re a tin g  a rev­
o lu tio n a ry  w o rk in g  class van­
guard  in A m erica.

The anti-G ates e l e m e n t s  
th rou gh ou t the cou n try  d id  not 
subscribe to  any section o f the 
leadership, a lthough some hoped 
th a t F oste r m ig h t wage open 
w a r aga inst Gates in  a  show­
down b a ttle  on the P a rty , M a rx ­
ism -Len in ism , Dem ocratic Cen­
tra lis m , etc.

The d isappo in tm ent o f the an ti- 
Gates fo rces in F oster and Den­
n is was the m ost cha racte ris tic  
expression o f sen tim ent as the 
convention closed. “ W hy d idn ’ t  
he (F os te r) f ig h t? ”

(8 ) The an ti-G a tes forces re ­
flec ted  the best w o rk in g  class 
elements in  the P a rty  and en­
compassed m ost o f the Negro 
delegations and leadership.

S T A N D  O F 
NEG RO  M IL IT A N T S

The young N egro woman dele-

(Readers of the M ilitan t are 
invited to comment on Argus’ 
letter, H arry  Ring’s articles, of 
any other aspect of the evalua­
tion of the CP convention— Ed.)

Tragedy of a Puerto Rican Youth
By Joyce Cowley

Socialist Workers Party Candidate 
For Mayor of New York

Frank Santana, now 19 years old, is serving a sentence 
o f 25 years to life  fo r  the “ model-boy”  m urder which 
made sensational headlines in the spring o f 1955. He is

the v ic tim  o f hysteria 
whipped up by newspaper, 
T'V and radio reports which 
denounced him  as a “ young 
hoodlum from  Puerto Rico,”  
and a “ swaggering teen-age 
gangster.”  They roused a 
lynch sp ir it against him, 
and he was convicted long 
before his case reached 
court. Now, as more people 
'become aware o f thé true 
facts about the shooting, 
there is a growing demand 
fo r commutation o f th is  
fla g ran tly  un just sentence.

When W illiam  Blanken­
ship was killed, t h e r e  
seemed to be no possible 
doubt as to the facts. Every 
newspaper reporter, every 
commentator, even m in is t­

ers in  the ir Sunday sermons, told exactly the same story. 
A 1'5-year-old boy on his way home from  the movies was 
m istakénly identified by members o f the Navahos as 
belonging to a r iva l gang. Frank Santana, leader o f the 
Navahos, pulled out a gun and shot him .

JO YCE C O W LE Y

Circle of Guilt
D r. Fredrie Wertham, the well-kown psychiatrist, 

was called in by Santana’s lawyers to  examine the boy. 
He tells in Circle of Guilt (a study o f the case published 
last fa ll)  how he learned about the Blankenship m urder 
from newspaper accounts, and he quotes extensively from  
them. They all agreed i t  was the “ cold-blooded shooting 
of a high school boy by a teen-age gangster,”  and they 
particu la rly  emphasized the “ senseless^ character o f the 
crime, re fe rring  to  i t  as the “ senseless k illin g  o f the 
model boy,”  the “ senseless gangland execution.”

F rank Santana was described as a “ hoodlum,”  even 
by the New Y ork Times, and variations in  less restrained 
newspapers were “ d irty , f i l th y  hoodlum,”  “ punk,”  and 
“ street mobster.” ' H is m other became “ the hoodlum’s 
m other.”  He was a “ gang chief,”  credited w ith  organizing 
the Navahos. He called him self Tarzan and newspapers 
referred to h im  as Frank (Tarzan) Santana or ju s t “ Ta r­
zan,”  w ithou t any other name. He was a “ dull student,”  
“ below normal intelligence,”  w ith  an I.Q. o f only 65 (any­
th ing  below 70 is considered mentally deficient).

Santana’s victim , W illiam  Blankenship, was extra ­
vagantly praised as “ handsome,”  “ blond,”  “ known as a 
model boy in  his neighborhood,”  “ a quiet, studious high 
school student,”  “ the boy who had never run  w ith  gangs.”

Bronx D is tr ic t A tto rney Sullivan joined the chorus 
by characterizing the crime as “ a senseless k illin g  in a 
quiet neighborhood invaded by hoodlums who did not 
belong there.”

Everyone agreed about what had happened, and tihey 
all knew exactly what to do —  make an example of San­
tana by sending him to the chair. I t  was even suggested 
that the execution should be shown on TV  to teadh other 
young “gangsters” a lesson.

“Junior Electric Chairs”
The newspapers and public o ffic ia ls did not res tric t 

the ir suggestions to Santana. They knew what to do about 
all juvenile delinquents. The f ir s t  step was to  stop 
“ coddling”  them, and s ta rt using nightsticks. Bronx D is­
t r ic t  A tto rney Sullivan also proposed organizations o f a 
sem i-m ilitary character in  the high schools. Queens Dis­
t r ic t  A tto rney said th a t n ightsticks were not enough, 
since “ you’ve got to catch these young punks a t an earlier 
stage before they become full-b lown k ille rs.”  His remedy 
was the woodshed. “ There are two policemen in  every 
home —  mama and papa. ‘L e t them use the stick.”

The New Y ork Daily News, which had been advocat­
ing nightsticks fo r quite some time, concluded in a lead 
editoria l tha t measures of th is  type were inadequate. 
“ Most of us are fa m ilia r w ith  the lamentations uttered 
by bleeding hearts and sob sisters whenever an unusually 
s tink ing  juvenile crime is committed. Always we are told 
tha t fam ily  life  has h it  the skids since the war, tha t 
society fa ils  to  provide healthy substitutes fo r the big- 
shot-I-belong feeling th a t Some youngsters get out of 
running w ith  weird ly named Street gangs,, th a t poor, 
pathetic lit t le  fellows like Santana never had a chance.”  
The News had a program, too: “ More and bigger re form  
schools and maybe Junior Sing-Sings complete w ith  Junior 
electric chairs.”

The Police Department, suddenly a le rt to the problem, 
launched a “ concentrated, roundithe-clbck f ig h t against 
juvenile delinquency”  by sending 89 extra policemen to 
one area in the Bronx. The feeling against Puerto Ricans 
ran high. Santana’s fam ily  was threatened, and his 
younger brother was afra id to  go to  school. Dozens of 
Puerto Rican youths were picked up by the police on 
flim sy  chargesi (“ unlawful assembly” ' is always con­
venient). They were questioned, threatened and thoroughly 
intim idated before they were released.

I t  was almost two months before the case came to 
court and up to the last minute, the press continued its 
clamor for the electric chair.

Not Obligated to Tell Truth
Then there was a sudden and s ta rtling  reversal. The 

D is tr ic t A tto rney asked fo r  a reduction in the charge 
from  f ir s t  to second-degree murder. W illiam  Blankenship, 
he admitted, was not a model boy. He did belong to  a 
riva l gang. He was “ spoiling fo r  a f ig h t”  and was the 
aggressor in  the dispute w ith  Santana. The most astonish­
ing th ing  about th is  was the silence o f the D is tr ic t

A tto rney ’s office from  May 2, when i t  f ir s t  learned about 
Blankenship’s gang a ffilia tions until the time of the tr ia l 
toward the end of June. W hile Santana’s fam ily  lived in  
fear and Puerto Ricans in his area were attacked by both 
th e ir neighbors and the police, the D is tr ic t A tto rney made 
no e ffo rt to correct the false reports which had created 
much o f the anti-Puerto Rican hysteria. He le t his 
assistant, Andrew McCarthy, do the explaining:

“We were under no obligation to set ihe newspapers 
straight. In the long run the truth would have prevailed. 
This morning was the first opportunity I  had to do any­
thing about it.”

A  reporter from  the New Y ork Post asked: “ Wouldn’t  
continued misleading reports on the case help build up 
pressure fo r a f ir s t  degree m urder conviction?”

“ I  know tha t,”  McCarthy replied. “ I  realized I  would 
be a most unpopular man today. B u t I  am the fa the r of 
seven children. I  couldn’t  sleep a t n ight. . .”

He s till insisted he fe lt no obligation to correct the, 
newspaper stories: “ How can you in terfere  w ith  the 
press? I  would be accused o f tampering.”

He also apparently fe lt  no need to enlighten Dr. 
Wertham, who was conducting a psychiatric examination 
of Santana. In  fact, Dr. W ertham had d iff ic u lty  in obtain­
ing an in terview  alone w ith  the boy, since the D is tr ic t 
A tto rney insisted he should see h im  together w ith  a 
psychiatrist chosen by the D is tr ic t A tto rney ’s office. I t  
was necessary fo r  W ertham to  go to  court and get a 
signed order from  the judge pe rm itting  h im  to  “ examine 
the defendant in  the absence o f any other person.”  Dr. 
W ertham gradually learned, as he talked w ith  Frank San­
tana, tha t not only the details o f the shooting but a great 
many other facts were strangely distorted by the press.

(To be continued next week)

John Gates Presents CP 
Views at Penn University

P H ILA D E L P H IA  —  “ There is no difference between 
Socialism as advocated by Norman Thomas and as ad­
vocated by the Communist P arty,”  said John Gates, D a ily
W o rke r ed ito r, in answer to  ques-®-

.. .  ‘Right-to-Seab’ Law
(Continued from page 1) 

members, Senators Mundt and 
Goldwater, who demanded new 
legislation to curb the “ labor 
monopoly.” T h e i r  statement 
echoed last week’s demand by the 
National Association of Manufac­
turers for the destruction of the 
closed shop to end the “monopo­
ly power” of the unions.

T he mass tu rn o u t and m il ita n t  
mood o f the Ind iana un ion is ts  
dem onstrates th a t la rge  numlbers 
in  the ra n k -an d -file  o f labo r are 
ready to  comlbat th is  un ion  bust­
in g  drive. B u t thus fa r  the top 
echelons o f the A F L -C IO  have 
o ffe red on ly  m is leaders liip  in the 
f ig h t .  W h ile  the Congressional 
labo r in ves tig a tion  is be ing used 
as a spearhead in  the open shop 
d rive , the leaders o f the  A F L -C IO  
■have demanded th a t un ion  o f f i ­
c ia ls  cooperate w ith  th is  body a t 
the expense o f los ing  th e ir  posts. 
In  Ind iana, union o ffic ia ls  d id  not 
(bestir themselves u n t il a f te r  the

b i l l  had gone th rou gh  both 
houses. O n ly then d id  they call 
fo r  the mass dem onstra tion . Pas­
sage, o f b i l l  came on ly on the 
basis o f two senators sw itch ing  
th e ir  votes in  fa v o r  o f it .  A mass 
outpouring before the vote might 
well have changed the outcome.
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tions a t a m eeting o f several 
hundred students a t the U n iv e rs i­
t y  o f Pennsylvania, Feb. Ï5 .

I t  was Gates’ f i r s t  public meet­
in g  since the C om m unist P a rty  
convention o f the week before. He 
was inv ited  to speak on "Does. 
Communism Have a F u tu re  in 
A m e rica ? ”  by  the student gov­
ernm ent cluib in face o f opposi­
tion- fro m  fa c u lty  memlbers. D r. 
J. R o ffe  W ike, pro fessor o f po­
li t ic a l science and a Republican, 
debated Gates. The m eeting gave 
A m erican rad ica ls an op p o rtu n ity  
to  judge the p o litica l position o f 
the Gates w in g  o f the Com m unist 
P a r ty  on a numlber o f po in ts. We 
present sa lien t fea tu res fo r  the 
in fo rm a tio n  o f M il ita n t  readers.

Calling for a political realign­
ment in America, Gates said that 
“ the differences between the So­
cialist and Communist parties 
have narrowed down.” He as­
serted that at one time the d if­
ferences were between “peaceful 
and violent” change but that to­
day “it is possible to have a 
p e a c e f  u I and constitutional 
changé” to socialism. “ We are 
fo r the continuation into social­
ism o f our present institutions, 
oT Congress, etc.,” Tie said.

Gates deplored the  fa c t th a t 
“ N orm an Thom as doesn’t  w a n t 
u n ity ”  and hoped fo r  “ a more 
in tim a te  ibasis”  o f co llabora tion  
w ith  h im . No reference was made 
to  the  suppo rt given b y  the So­
c ia lis t P a rty  and N orm an Thomas 
to  thé  Korean w a r o r to  the  f u ­
sion o f the S oc ia lis t P a rty  w ith  
the  Social Dem ocratic Federation 
based on support to  the S ta te  De­
p a rtm e n t’s fo re ig n  po licy.

W hen asked fro m  the f lo o r  w hy 
the  governm ent in H u n g a ry  was 
t r y in g  to w ipe  ou t the W orkers 
Councils, Gates said he d idn ’ t 
know  a ll the fa c ts ; th a t they 
were n o t d isso lv ing  a ll the coun­
c ils ; th a t  the governm ent needs 
the suppo rt o f the councils fo r  
its  own s ta b ility .

‘B A L A N C E ’ ON 
A N T I-S E M IT IS M

A n o th e r question dealt w ith  the 
suppression o f m in o r ity  na tio n ­
a litie s  and groups in  the iSoviet. 
U n ion. Gates- answered th a t the 
Russian revo lu tion  “ libera ted 
w hole peoples from  Cz-a r is t  op­
pression.”  He said th a t “ s ix  m il­
lion  Jews were saved b y  the So­
v ie t U n ion  d u r in g  W orld  W a r I I , ”

and th a t “ fo u r  m illio n  Jews con­
tinue  to live  in  the S ov ie t 'Union.”  
He said th a t th is  m ust Ibe weighed 
in  the balance aga inst the  fa c t 
th a t “ the c u ltu ra l in s titu tio n s  o f 
the  Jews was done aw ay w ith ”  
•and th a t “ 20 o r 30 o f th e ir  lead­
ers were done aw ay w ith .”  TÌie  
audience of students which main­
ly listened respectfully to Gates 
greeted his balancing of six mil-, 
lion saved to 20 or 30 killed with 
angry derision.

Gates argued th a t tw o w o rld  
w a rs  and hostile  encirc lem ent o f 
the  Soviet Un ion were responsi­
ble fo r  the  crim es th a t were com­
m itte d  there. He said, “ I  am do­
in g  a ll I  can to persuade them  
to  correc t th is .”  H e  said, “ I  be­
lieve the process o f dem ocra tiza­
tio n  is under w ay in the Sòvièt 
U n ion , even i f  they have a long  
w ay to go y e t.”

The convention o f the Com­
munist Party was depicted by 
Gates as having charted an Am er­
ican Road to Socialism. He called 
for “a big peoples alliance 
against monopoly.” This requires, 
he said, “a new political align­
ment, a mass party against the 
momopolies.” This party is to be 
built, he said, through “the trans­
formation of the Democratic P ar­
ty, or a new mass party against 
both the Republicans and Demo­
crats.”
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g-al'd fo r  the moods o f our Bed- 
fo rd-iS tuyvesant comrades.

“ L E F T
S E C T A R IA N IS M ”

Oh yes, the Gates forces view  
a re tu rn  to m ilita n c y  as a m a n i­
fes ta tio n  o f le f t  sectarian ism . To 
an tic ipa te  th a t m em bers under 
th e ir  in fluence, who conceive o f 
Dulbinsky and R euther ra th e r 
than the -SWtP as th e ir  fu tu re  
associates in  a -mass p a r ty  o f So­
c ia lism , as the hea lthy  base and 
avenue fo r  re a lig nm e n t and re- 
g roupm ent is to d iso rien t the 
SW P and CP m ilita n ts  in the 
developm ents th a t lie  ahead.

P A R T Y  D IS C U S S IO N  
IS  T A S K  O F D A Y

Conclusion: The m ost s ig n if i­
can t fa c t th a t derives fro m  the 
proceeding's a t the N a tion a l Con­
ven tion  is the fa ilu re  o f the m il­
ita n ts  to  fo rg e  and advance a 
p ro g ra m  th a t could have swept 
the Gates forces in to  the dust 
b in  o f P a rty  h is to ry  and shaken 
the perennia l custodians o f P a rty  
po licy  fro m  the top— a program  
th a t would have eletvated to  the 
leadership new fresh  forces to 
he lp chairt a new course along 
the lines determ ined by the  in ­
te rn a tio n a l experience o f the 
w o rk in g  class embodied in  the 
teachings o f M a rx  and Engels 
and enriched in  o u r epoch by 
Lenin.

The m ost s ig n if ic a n t fa c t  o f 
the im m edia te  fu tu re  m ust .be 
th e  re v iva l o f the tu rb u le n t d is­
cussion in  our ranks on the d e fi­
ciencies and inadequacies o f P a r­
t y  P rog ram  and leadership an-d 
the  e f fo r t  on a local and na tiona l 
scale to  b r in g  about the ea rlies t 
co rrec tion  o f our de fea tis t and 
re v is io n is t line.

In  th is  period the 'SWP and 
the M il ita n t  can make an h is ­
to r ic  con tribu tion  iif you do no t 
lose s ig h t o f the m ain forces’ fd r  
progress in  our P a rty  and s tr ive  
to  e ffe c t the necessary re- 
approachm ent a long the d i f f ic u lt  
th o rn y  road o f w o rk ing -c lass 
p o lit ic s .

A rgus

G ATES

gate fro m  C a lifo rn ia , who re ­
ceived the h ighes t vote a t the 
convention fo r  the N a tion a l 
C om m ittee did n o t receive the 
suppo rt o f her own delegation 
because o f her fo r th r ig h t  a n ti- 
Gates stand.

Charles Loman, K ings  County 
N egro  o f the P a rty , elected to 
the N a tio n a l Com m ittee, in  s>pite 
o f the de te rm ina tion  o f  the New 
Y o rk  S tate Com m ittee and . the 
Shrank-G ates pa rtisans to  un ­
seat h im  in  his own backyard.

The m il ita n t  N egro  delega­
tions  fro m  Beclford-iStuyvesant 
and Low er H arlem  waged a noble 
f ig h t  to  condemn P a rty  po licy 
w ith  respect to  the  N egro fre e ­
dom s tru g g le  as “ r ig h t  oppor­
tu n is t.”

In  the com ing state and re ­
g iona l conventions these ele­
m ents w i l l  he the in s tru m e n t fo r  
p lac in g  fresh  in d u s tr ia l and N e­
g ro  forces in  the leadership.

I t  is  these forces who w a n t 
p ro le ta r ia n  norm s o f democracy 
in  the P a rty , a fee lin g  shared by 
th e  bul'k o f tre  P a rty  m em ber­
sh ip o f a ll tendencies. W e w ill 
'brook no curbs and res is t bu­
reaucra tism  a t a ll levels, in c lud ­
in g  the  f la g ra n t “ bu reaucra tic ”  
tendencies d isplayed in  our own 
New Y o rk  P a rty  ‘by the “ demo­
c ra tic  socia lism ’’ o f iShrank, etc., 
w ho fee l the convention has g iv ­
en them' the  O.K. to proceed 
a long th e ir  "N e w  Y o rk  S ta te " 
«path to socialism , w ith  the liq u i­
da tion  o f the Je ffe rson  School 
and Labor Y ou th  League in the 
s p ir i t  o f the 'bureaucratic liq u id a ­
t io n  o f the A m erican Laibor P a r­
t y  and th e ir  contemptuous- disre-

uphold the  action  o f the le g is ­
la tu res  in  the N o rth e rn  states to 
m emorialize. Congress to pass a 
Federal A id  b ill w ith o u t the 
Powell amendment o r its  equi­
va len t, we are in  e ffe c t g u ilty  
o f a id in g  and com fo rtin g  the 
Southern Bourbons. W e are de­
se rtin g  the s trugg le  o f the N e­
g ro  people in  th e ir  heroic f ig h t  
f o r  equa lity .

The excuse th a t th is  is a good 
tac tica l m aneuver is b u t a f ig  
lea f to  cover our opportun ism . 
Good tactics  necessarily f lo w  
fro m  good princ ip les. To g ive aid 
and com fo rt to  ra d sm  in  any 
m anner whatsoever is  a ve ry  bad 
p rinc ip le , one incom patib le  w ith  
the  theo ry  o f sc ie n tific  socialism .

P O L IT IC A L  S T R IK E  A C TIO N
To m y w ay o f th in k in g  the  

Negro people o f the South have 
engaged in  a p o lit ic a l s tr ik e  
action. The demands the y  have 
raised are the Very  fundam enta ls 
o f human decency, o f democracy 
and a ffe c t the  w e ll-be ing  n o t 
on ly  o f themselves b u t the w e ll­
be ing o f the  en tire  w o rk in g  
class. In  the  m il ita n t  strugg les 
they have engaged around the 
issues o f school and bus in ­
te g ra tio n  and in  th e ir  demands 
fo r  the  ba llo t, they have posed 
the  num ber one p o lit ic a l issue 
o f the day.

A n y  tendency on the  p a rt o f 
' N o rth e rn  “ lib e ra ls ”  and "p ro ­
gressives”  to  evade o r com­
prom ise these issues is b u t an 
ac t o f po litica l, S T R I K E  
B R E A K IN G . To m y m ind the 
Southern Negro has established 
a p icke t line  th a t is c lear and 
w e ll-defined, and any person o r 
g roup  th a t  chooses to  igno re  it ,  
o r cross it ,  is  in  the  f in a l 
analysis b u t a s tr ik e  breaker. 
Those who w ould  speak o f 
" ta c tic s ”  m ust Stop and consider 
th a t du rin g  a s tr ik e  a ll tac tics  
m ust serve the in te rests  o f the 
s tr ik e  and in  no wise weaken it .

I t  is  the inescapable du ty  o f 
a l l  who te rm  themselves “ union 
men,”  “ progressives,”  o r “ M a rx - 
is t-L e n in is ts ”  to  g ive  fu l l  sup­
p o rt to  the strugg les o f the N e­
g ro  people, to  m a in ta in  the 
p icke t line.

J. B.
Seattle


