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...Kremlin Opens 
Attack On Gates

(Continued from  page 1)
reso lu tions were passed w ith  
un a n im ity . D ifferences were con­
cealed, b u t the y  were no t 
resolved.

H O W  U N A N IM O U S ?
As the cris is  in the Communist 

P a rty  breaks out in to  the open 
once more, bo th sides quax-rel 
over who is fo r  thè decisions o f 
the  February  Convention. When 
C la rk  resigned la s t week, he 
said, “ I  was among those who 
greeted the progress recorded 
a t the la s t convention o f the

Daily Worker 
To Retrench

The D a ily  W orke r an­
nounced, Sept. 18, th a t i t  is  
compelled to  reduce its  issue 
to h a lf its  fo rm e r size, fro m  
e igh t to fo u r pages, fo u r  in ­
stead o f fiv e  days a week. 
The 12 - page week - end 
W o rke r w i l l  be issued on 
F ridays. T h is  re trenchm ent 
was necessitated by a “ con­
s ta n tly  fa ll in g  c ircu la tio n  and 
a v ir tu a l ban on advertis ing  
has increased ou r de fic its ...”  
The SI 00,000 S pring  fund 
drive  has so fa r  yielded on ly 
.845,000.

Com m unist P a rty . . However,
“ the hope and prom ise o f th a t 
convention have n o t been f u l ­
f i l le d .”

John Gates also ba iled the 
F eb ru a ry  convention. In  fa c t, the 
Gatesites contend th a t they are 
the  rea l pa rtisans o f the conven­
tio n  reso lu tion . B u t so do the 
o th e r g roup ings —  W illia m  
F os te r and the group around 
Eugene Dennis. The N a tio n a l 
A d m in is tra tio n  Com m ittee o f the 
CP, in  its  s ta tem ent answ ering | event; j n His re p o rt w h ich  was 
C la rk ’s res ignation , Sept. 12, acj opt ed by  the NC in  its

m ateria lized. Losses have con­
tinued both am ong lead ing pe r­
sonnel as w e ll as in  the ranks.”

The source o f the cris is , Stein 
said, is com m only understood to 
be the “ weakening o f w h a t some 
o f us call ou r m oorings o r our 
ideolog ica l founda tions.”  H ow ­
ever, the convention fa iled  to 
answer the m any unanswered 
questions o f Com m unist w o rk ­
ers. A nd the N a tiona l Com m ittee 
did no be tte r. The NC in  fa c t 
acted on the prem ise th a t the 
p a rty  could be un ifie d  w ith o u t 
ta c k lin g  the root-cause o f the 
ideolog ica l cris is  —  nam ely, the 
reve la tion  o f the crimes o f 
S ta lin ism .

Instead the NC  sought to  con­
solidate its  hold on the p a rty  on 
the basis o f advancing such 
questions as the bann ing of 
nuclear tests. A  g roup ing around 
Eugene Dennis and Sid Stein took 
the helm o f the  p a rty  on the 
bâsis o f such a “ program .”  T h is  
development is on ly an expres­
sion o f th e ir  ideolog ica l bank­
rup tcy  —  a bankrup tcy  th a t 
f lo w s  fro m  th e ir  subservience 
to  the Soviet o liga rchy.

“ Tw o extrem e tendencies have 
emerged to contest the basic line 
adopted b y  ou r 16th N a tion a l 
convention,’-’ said Stein. On the 
one hand are those who “ ques­
tion  the concept o f peaceful 
tra n s it io n ”  to  socialism . B u t 
F oste r was ge n tly  rem inded o f 
his con tribu tion  to  th is  idea “ in  
its  in it ia l stages.”  On the o ther 
side are those who “ were com­
p le te ly  d isoriented . . . and have 
m agn ified  every m istake.”

S T A N D  ON H U N G A R Y
No event had a more profound 

e ffec t on the w orld , the Soviet 
o rb it  as w e ll as the cap ita lis t 
w o rld , in  the past year than  the 
revo lu tion  in  H ungary . Y e t here 
is w h a t Stein had to  say o f th is

Silenced CP Members 
Issue Appeal to Ranks

An Open Letter to Members^ 
Of the Communist Party:

T h is  p ro test is addressed to 
you by five  .w orkers, m ost o f us 
union members and Communist 
P a rty  members since our teens 
w ith  an honorable record o f par­
tic ip a tio n  in s trikes and other 
w o rk in g  class strugg les fo r  the 
past.tw .o decades. We are forced 
to take th is  means o f pro test 
because o f the illeg a l, a rb itra ry  
actions o f the Los Angeles Coun­
ty  leadership o f the CP over the 
past few  months. The im possi­
b i l i t y  o f reg a in in g  o u r  r ig h ts  
th rough  norm al .party channels 
leaves us no o ther a lte rna tive  fo r  
m aking  ou r case known to you 
and to  the socia lis t public.

Here, b r ie f ly , are the c ircum ­
stances invo lved in the v io la tion  
o f o u r  e lem entary democratic 
r ig h ts . W hat do o ther p a rty  com­
rades th in k  o f them ?

said “ The N A C  w ill no t he 
d iverted fro m  im p lem enting  the 
decisions o f the 16th na tiona l 
convention.”

Behind common declarations 
o f support fo r  the  convention 
decisions is the fa c t  th a t Gates 
w ants  a “ b reak”  fro m  K re m lin  
dom ination . T h a t is w hy he has 
draw n the  a tta ck  o f the K rem lin  
bureaucrats. H is  opponents —  
both o f the F oster and Dennis 
g roup ings in  the leadership —  
are determ ined to  continue the 
CP as an obedient servant o f the 
Soviet bureaucracy. T h a t has 
been the ro le  the  CP has played 
ever since its  S ta lin iza tion  in  the 
1920’s.

B u t Gates has n o t ye t broken 
w ith  the essence o f the S ta lin is t 
program . He w ants o rgan iza­
tio n a l independence fro m  the 
K re m lin  w ith o u t t h i n k i n g  
th rou gh  the program m atic  nature 
o f S ta lin ism .

F o r S ta lin ism  is the very op­
posite o f revo lu tona ry  socialism . 
I t  is  a v a rie ty  o f class-collabora- 
tion . In  the U.S. i t  leads to 
“ coa litio n ”  po litics  —  th a t is, 
support fo r  the Dem ocratic
P a rty .

Because Gates could never 
couple his demand fo r  g rea te r 
CP independence fro m  Moscow’s 
con tro l w ith  a c lass-strugg le
p ro g ra m  in  the U.S., he found 
h im se lf in  iso la tion  fro m  the 
revo lu tiona ry-m inded  sections o f 
the  CP rank and file . They" asso­
ciated Gates and his w in g  w ith  
the w o rs t m an ifes ta tion  o f 
“ coa litio n ”  po litics  in  the U.S.

SOURCE OF CP C R IS IS
B u t the D a ily  W orke r ed ito r 

is  no t the  on ly  one to fee l a 
g ro w in g  iso la tion . The CP ap­
pa ra tus ’ base is na rrow ing . As 
the  N a tiona l O rgan iza tion  Sec­
re ta ry , Sid Stein, pointed ou t in 
h is  re p o rt to the J u ly  N a tiona l 
Com m ittee m eeting, “ O ur hopes 
th a t the  convention [ la s t  Feb­

ru a ry ]  would m ark  a change fro m  
decline to  g ro w th  have n o t ye t
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“ to ta l ity . ”  “ A nd w h ile  there has 
been bo th  c r it ic is m  and pra ise 
o f Comrade A p th e ke r’s book on 
H u n g a ry ,”  S tein said, “ no one can 
deny th a t th is  w o rk  gets in to  the 
facts, presents ideas and is very  
much w o rth  our a tte n tio n  and 
study.''’

The cris is  in  the  Com m unist 
P a rty  can on ly deepen w ith  such 
p rogram m atic  dodges. S t e i n  
says, “ Ideology is, o f course, 
re la ted to  organ iza tion  in  th a t 
i t  dem onstrates the  need fo r  our 
pa rty . The b ig  events o f the  past 
year in  the  in te rn a tio n a l and 
domestic arena are c u rre n t e v i­
dence o f th is  need fo r  a p a rty  
w ith  a M a rx is t-L e n in is t under­
stand ing o f the class s trugg le .”

Ideology m ore than “ demon­
stra tes the need fo r  a p a r ty .”  I t  
is the  p a r ty  —  i f  th a t p a rty  
belongs to  the  w o rk in g  class. 
The Com m unist P a rty  o f the 
Soviet U n ion doesn’t  have to 
jv o rry  about an “ ideology”  very 
much. I t  holds pow er by police- 
state methods.

The Am erican Com m unist 
P a rty  is a p a r t  o f the w o rk in g  
class. Those i t  w ould seek to 
a ttra c t have on ly  th e ir  hope 
fo r  a soc ia lis t fu tu re . Necessary 
to  th a t hope is a p a r ty  th a t is  
honest, dem ocratic and sc ien tific . 
Pash th a t hope to  the  ground 
and w h a t is le ft?  Can one face 
s trugg le , hard w o rk  and even 
persecution -w ithou t th a t?

The N a tiona l Com m ittee hasn’t  
expla ined how  the adm itted  
crim es o f the  Soviet bureaucracy 
were possible. I t  hasn’t  probed 
the bureaucracy’s crim es in  the 
fie ld  o f a p rogram  o f s trugg le  
fo r  the w o rk in g  class in  the 
ca p ita lis t countries. Can any 
serious socia lis t th in k  fo r  a 
moment th a t th is  m onstrous 
repressive apparatus could com­
m it  its  crim es against the Soviet 
w o rk in g  class and a t the  same 
tim e  yie ld  a revo lu tiona ry  ideo­
logy based on M arx  and Lenin 
—  S ta lin ’s exact opposites? Be­
fo re  one ta lk s  o f Gates’ “ re v i­
sion ism ”  shouldn’t  one explore 
how S ta lin , and w ith  h im  the 
Am erican Com m unist P a rty , 
ove rth rew  Lenin?

L ike  so m any o ther socialists 
the w orld  over, we were shocked 
and shaken by  the Khrushchev 
rep o rt and its  reve la tions o f po­
lice state te rro r  and the to r ­
tu re  and m urder o f honest Com­
m unists, which has produced a 
con tinu ing  cris is  w i t h i n  the 
Am erican p a rty . We had to face 
up to the question: w h a t had 
gone w rong? I t  became obvious 
to us fo r  the f i r s t  tim e th a t 
i tead o f m oving s tead ily  to ­
w ard  Socialism, as we had hoped 
and believed, the Soviet leaders 
had somewhere, somehow, made 
serious m istakes w h ich led to a 
m onstrous tra ve s ty  o f the So­
c ia lis t idea.

O ur search fo r  the causes of 
th is  grievous abe rra tion  soon in ­
cluded an inves tiga tion  o f the 
works o f T ro tsky . We had shun- 
ried and never read them because 
they were banned by the Com-

Com rtiunist P a rty  leaders Eugene Dennis ( le f t )  and John 
Gates. A t  recent m eeting o f the Com m unist P a rty  N a tion a l 
Com m ittee, a group around Dennis emerged in  con tro l o f 
pa rty . Since then, Gates has come under a ttack  o f Kom m unist, 
a leading Moscow Cl* publication. (See s to ry , page one.)

m un is t P a rty . We recognize th a t 
i t  was u n w  o r t ' h y  o f c r it ic a l-  
m inded M arx is ts  to conform  to 
s u c h  narrow-m inded p roscrip ­
tions. No one w ill ever again 
induce us to repeat th a t m istake.

We asked ourselves th is  ques­
tio n : i f  S ta lin  and his closest 
co-w orkers had deserted M a rx ­
ism -Lenin ism , then was i t  not 
o b lig a to ry  fo r  us to reconsider 
the views o f T ro ts k y ?  Possibly 
they were correct. A t  least, he 
had -turned ou t to  be b e tte r in ­
form ed, more honest and fa r ­
sighted than the present leaders 
o f the Com m unist P a rty  o f the 
Soviet Union.

To f in d  out w ha t T ro ts k y ’s 
real views had been and to ob­
ta in  some o f his books we con­
tacted members o f the Socialist 
W orkers P a rty . O ur discussions 
w ith  them were so f r u i t f u l  and

World Events
A M O N T R E A L  “ T E A  P A R ­

T Y ”  w a s  organized Sept. 13 
when a Canadian f re ig h te r  a r­
rived  fro m  s tr ik e -to rn  Murdoch- 
vi-lle, Quebec, w ith  a load o f scab 
copper. A bou t 200 men and wom ­
en swarmed aboard s h i p and 
dumped the cargo in to  the St. 
Lawrence R iver. They poured 
p a in t over the sh ip ’s engines, 
smashed the glass in the sh ip ’s 
wheelihouse and ripped the radio 
fro m  its  m oorings. Some pickets 
ca rried  signs, one o f which read, 
"Gaspe Copper is Bloody Cop­
per.”  The U n ited  Steel W orkers 
union in  M urdochv ille  has been 
on s tr ike  since M arch 11.

K IN G  SAITD OF S A U D I A R A ­
B IA , U.S.-backed monarch, re ­
po rted ly  warned Eisenhower th a t 
A ra b  c o u n t r i e s  in te rp re ted  
th rea ts  against- S yria  as U jS. 
“ in te rfe rence”  in  t h e  M ideast. 
State D epartm ent o ff ic ia ls  de­
nied th a t such a message had 
been sent, h u t Dulles m odified 
considerab ly h i s an ti - Syrian 
statements.

*  *  *

TW O  P O LIS H  Y O U T H  P A ­
PERS, Po P i’ostu and Sztandar 
M lodych are in  troub le  W ith the 
au tho rities . Several a rtic les  in 
the popu lar M a rx is t student pa­
per Po P rostu  were censored rind 
the  fa l l  issue delayed. Discus 
sions between editors and Polish 
Com m unist leaders are how ta k ­
in g  place to determ ine the fu ­
tu re  o f these weeklies. The CP 
c e n t r a l  com m ittee reported ly  
th in ks  the  you th  papers should 
concentrate more on yo'iith prob­
lems and less oh gerieral c r i t i ­
cism o f Poland’s in te rn a l prob­
lems.

*  *  *

T H E  “ S A F E ”  L IM IT  FOR 
R A D IA T IO N  EXP O S U R E  w ill 
-probably be reduced th is  fa ll 
by the U.S. A tom ic  E nergy Com­
mission by  one-th ird . The A E C
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•previously had insisted its  h ig h ­
e r l im it  was “ safe.”  Despite 
th is  admission o f past e rro r, a 
series o f new tests o f atom 
¡bombs w i l l  be held in  the spring  
o f 1958. T h i s  announcement 
caused “ anger and despair”  in 
Jiapün. The Japanese cabinet said 
i t  would f i le  a “ strong pro test”  
w ith  the U;S. Ambassador.

(jitu tion . T h a t cons titu tion  p ro ­
vides th a t no member shall be 
penalized w ith o u t fo rm a l charges 
being p re fe rred , a t r ia l being 
held, and the accused given the 
r ig h t  to present witnesses in hi: 
defense. A ll these safe-guards 
were junked w h ile  the represent­
atives o f the D is tr ic t  Council 
coerced a m a jo r ity  o f our club 
in to  v o tin g  to  suspend us fro m  
m embership.

W e p ro m p tly  appealed by le t­
te r. The new cons titu tion  over 
w h ich the la s t na tiona l conven­
tion  labored so d ilig e n tly  says 
th a t a ll appeals shall be acted 
upon w ith in  s ix ty  days by the 
h ig h e r bodies. More than s ix ty  
days have now passed. We have 
no t even received an acknowledg­
m ent o f our appeal.

So fa r  as we know , th is  is 
the f i r s t  case o f its  k in d  since 
the  passage o f the new constitu ­
tion . I t  is  a c lear te s t o f the 
genuineness o f t h e  promises 
made by the na tiona l and local 
leaderships o f the p a rty  to give 
f u l l  democracy to the ranks. The 
m anner in which our case has 
been handled, shows, we believe, 
th a t fa r  fro m  reexam in ing  the 
fo rm e r au tocra tic  methods o f op­
e ra tion  and chang ing the trag ic  
m istakes o f the past, they are 
s tubborn ly  pe rs is tin g  in them.

Joseph Clark Hits Moscow Trials 
And Smith Act Frame-Ups

(The fo llo w in g  excerpts are from  a le tte r  by Joseph 
C la rk  published in  the Sept. 14 New  Y ork  T im es. C la rk  
recently  resigned as D a ily  W orke r fo re ign  ed ito r and fro m  
the  Com m unist P a rty . —  Ed.)

“ I t  was a s tr iv in g  fo r  ju s tice  th a t im pelled me and 
others to  jo in  the C om m unist P a rty . I t  was a revu ls ion  
against the in jus tices o f S ta lin is t communism which im ­
pelled so m any o f us to  leave. N o th in g  appalled me m ore 
about the Soviet Un ion than the suppression o f ‘dangerous’ 
books and ideas. N o th in g  made me more ashamed than 
learn ing  th a t the tr ia ls  o f T ro tsky , Z inoviev, B ukharin  and 
o ther Bo lshevik leaders were dasta rd ly  fram e-ups, as were 
the R a jk, Rostov and S lansky tr ia ls .

“ B u t in our own coun try  there  are men in ja i l  whose 
‘c rim e ’ is p o lit ic a l association and connection w ith  ‘dangerous’ 
books and thoughts. I  have in m ind, especially, tw o  old 
personal friends, G ilb e rt Green and H enry  W inston . ( I  do 
no t w ish to  in fe r  th a t they are sym pathetic  to  m y present 
v iew s). Both are serv ing  five -ye a r sentences under the Sm ith  
A ct and, add itiona lly , th ree -yea r sentences fo r  contem pt o f 
court. . . .

“ I t  could on ly help ou r coun try  i f  W inston and Green 
received am nesty . . . from  those who can open prison doors 
and a llow  them to  re jo in  th e ir  fam ilies .”

Calendar 
Of Events

Detroit
F ri., Sept. 27, 8 p.m. —  A 

ta lk  on L ittle  Rock and the new 
civil rights law. 3737 Woodward. 
Ausp.: Friday N ig h t Socialist 
Forum.

•
Los Angeles

F ri., Sept. 27, 8:15 p.m. —  A 
Socialist’s V iew  of Anthropology, 
f irs t in a fa ll series of five  
forums: “ How Did Animals Be­
come Hum an?” Subsequent 
titles: “ Is Competitive Struggle 
Necessary fo r Survival?” “Was 
a t Hand or Brain Decisive in 
the M aking of Hum anity —  
W hat P art Did the Using and 
M aking of Tools Play,” “ How  
Did Speech and Thought Come 
In to  Existence,” “W hat is the 
Labor Theory of Human Origin?:’ 
Speaker: Evelyn Reed. 1702 E. 
4th St. Discussion and Refresh­
ments.

"The Revolution 
Betrayed"

^ E V O L U T IO N  B E T R A Y E D  by Leon T ro ts k y . R eprin ted by P io­
neer Publishers, 116 U n iv e rs ity  PL, New Y o rk , 3, N .Y . 308 
pages. P aper: $2.00.

Trotsky begins his analysis of the Soviet Union in 
The Revolution Betrayed w ith  an appraisal o f the ac­
complishments of the f ir s t  successful workers revolution.
IG igantlc achievements in in - 39-
d u s try ,”  T ro ts k y  w ro te , “ enor- 
m o u s l y  p rom is ing  beginnings 
in a g ricu ltu re , an ex trao rd ina ry  
g  r  o w  t  h o f the old in du s tria l 
c ities and a b u ild in g  o f new 
ones, a rap id  increase o f the 
num ber o f workers, a rise in cu l­
tu ra l level and cu ltu ra l demands 
— such are the indub itab le  re ­
sults o f the October revo lu tion , 
in  which the prophets o f the 
old w orld  tr ie d  to see the grave 
o f human c iv iliz a tio n . W ith  the 
bourgeois economists we have no 
longer an y th in g  to  quarre l over. 
Socialism  has dem onstrated its  
r ig h t  to v ic to ry ; no t on the 
pages o f Das K a p ita l bu t in  an 
in d u s tr ia l a r e n a  com pris ing  a 
s ix th  p a r t o f .the ea rth ’s surface 
— no t in the language o f d’alec- 
tics, b u t in the language o f steel, 
cement and e le c tr ic ity .”

Today S ovie t in d u s try  is sec­
ond on ly to the U n ited  States 
in  size. B u t th is  i n d u s t r i a l  
g ro w th , dtfe to  the  lib e ra tio n  o f 
the productive forces fro m  the 
law s o f the p ro f i t  system and 
because o f the o rgan iza tion  o f 
a planned economy, had as its  
s ta r t in g  p o in t one o f the most 
backw ard technologies in t h e  
c a p ita lis t w o r l d .  The m ateria l 
ground did not yet ex is t fo r  the 
freedom and equa lita rian ism  o f 
a socia lis t society. In  his book 
T ro ts k y  lays bare the basic con­
tra d ic tio n  th a t resu lted from  th is  
m ate ria l poverty  —  nam ely, the 
antagonism  between the g row ing  
bureaucratic caste and the w o rk ­
in g  class. He shows th a t th is  
antagonism  is the  tru e  cause o f 
the to ta lita r ia n  con tro l exercised 
over cu ltu re  and po litics  by the 
S ta lin is t regim e.

The b rillian ce  o f T ro ts k y ’s 
analysis can best be seen in 
the f in a l chap te r o f The Revo­
lu tio n  Betrayed where lie dis­
cusses the fu tu re  o f the Soviet 
U n ion. He said, “ W ith o u t a 
u lanned e c o n o m y  the Soviet 
U n ion would he th ro w n  back fo r  
decades. In  th a t sense the bu­
reaucracy continues to f u l f i l l  a 
necessary fun c tion  . B u t i t  fu l f i l ls  
i t  in  such a w ay as to  prepare 
an explosion o f the whole sys­
tem  which m ay com ple te ly  sweep 
ou t the resu lts o f the revo lu tion. 
The w orkers are rea lis ts . W ith ­
ou t deceiving themselves w ith  
regard  to  the ru lin g  caste— at 
least w ith  regard  to  its  lower 
t ie rs  w h ich  stand near to them 
— they see in  i t  the  w atchm an fo r  
the tim e  be ing o f a ce rta in  p a rt

o f th e ir  own conquests. They w i l l  
in e v ita b ly  drive  ou t the d is­
honest, im pudent and unre liab le  
watchm an as soon as the y  see 
another po ss ib ility . F o r th is  i t  is 
necessary th a t in the W est o r 
the E ast another revo lu tiona ry  
dawn arise.”

F U N D A M E N T A L  C H A N G E
T h s t dawn came in the post- 

W orld  W a r I I  period— especial­
ly  w ith  the v ic to ry  in China. 
The w orkers in  the Soviet o rb it 
were s tirre d  w ith  new hope. Cap­
ita lis m  no longer looked in v in c i­
ble. The f i r s t  signs o f the po­
l i t ic a l revo lu tion  appeared.

•In a n tic ip a tin g  th is  revo lu tion , 
T ro ts k y  w ro te , “ I t  is n o t a ques­
tio n  o f s u b s titu tin g  one ru lin g  
clique fo r  another, b u t o f chang­
ing  the ve ry  methods o f adm in­
is te r in g  the economv and g u id ­
in g  the cu ltu re  o f the country. 
B ureaucra tic  au tocracy m ust g ive 
place to  S ov ie t democracy. A  
res to ra tion  o f the r ig h t  o f c r i t ­
icism , and a genuine freedom  o f 
elections, are necessary condi­
tions fo r  the fu r th e r  develop­
m ent o f the country. Th is as­
sumes a re v iva l o f freedom o f 
S oviet pa rties , beginn ing w ith  
the p a r tv  o f Bolsheviks, and a 
resu rrection  o f the trade unions. 
The b rin g in g  o f demoeraev in to  
in d u s try  means a rad ica l re ­
v is ion  o f x>lans in the in terests 
o f the to ile rs . Free discussion 
o f economic problem s w i l l  de­
crease the oyerhead expense o f 
bureaucra tic  m istakes and z ig ­
zags. . . ‘Bourgeois norm s o f d is­
tr ib u tio n ’ w i l l  be confined w ith ­
in  the lim its  o f s t r ic t  necessity, 
and, in  step w ith  the g ro w th  o f 
social w ealth , w il l g ive w av to 
soc ia lis t equa lity . Ranks w ill be 
im m ed ia te ly  abolished. The t in ­
sel o f decorations w i l l  go in to  
the m e ltin g  pot. The you th  w i l l  
r e c e i v e  the o p n o rtu n ity  to 
tweathe fre e ly , c ritic ize , make 
m istakes, and g row  up. Science 
and a r t  w i l l  be free  o f th e ir  
chains. And, f in a lly ,  fo re ign  p o l­
icy  w i l l  re tu rn  to the tra d itio n s  
o f re vo lu tio n a ry  in te rn a tio n a l­
ism .”

These lines were w r itte n  in  
1936. Today they are beginn ing 
to appear on the banner o f rev­
o lu tio n a ry  m ilita n ts  th rou gh ou t 
the  S ov ie t o rb it. T ro ts k y ’s M a rx ­
is t analysis forecast co rre c tly  the 
s trugg le  th a t is un fo ld ing  today.

—  C. R. Hubbard

Socialist Youth Issue New Publication
A n  event o f the f irs t- ra te  im ­

portance in  the cu rre n t reg roup­
m ent discussion in  the rad ica l 
movement is the appearance th is  
month o f  a new Am erican so­
c ia lis t youth publication. Called 
“ The Young S ocia list,”  the fo u r- 
page tab lo id  m onth ly  newspaper 
is being published in New York 
and d is tr ibu te d  na tion a lly . I t  is 
the on ly  na tiona l rad ica l youth 
newspaper published independent, 
o f any adu lt o rgan iza tion .

A n  ed ito ria l in  the f i r s t  issue, 
dated October, declares th a t the 
pages o f the Y oung Socia list are 
open to  a ll those who w ish to 
discuss the problems o f social­
ism, both na tiona l and in te r ­
na tiona l, and any o ther questions 
fac in g  young people.

“ W e hope,”  says the ed ito ria l 
“ th a t th is  paper can help ad­
vance .the f ig h t  o f a ll radicals 
and progressives fo r  a b e t t e r  
A m erica, end a be tte r, m o r e  
-peaceful and ju s t world . The fo r ­
w ard  m arch o f A m erica ’s N e­
g ro  people; the outspoken de­
mands among students fo r  a 
res to ra tion  o f c iv il libe rtie s  arid

academic freedom  on the cam- and a c tiv itie s  o f soc ia lis t youth
pus; the w orld -w ide p ro te s t cam­
pa ign aga inst the po isoning o f 
the ve ry  a ir  we breathe w ith  
rad ioactive  m a te ria l; the m il ita n t  
aetions o f the young workers in 
the shops and fac to ries  across 
the coun try— these w il l  be events 
we w il l  rep o rt.”

The paper is sponsored by 
young people f r o m  d iffe re n t 
groups and d iffe re n t trad ition s . 
“ We do co t c la im  to  o ffe r ,”  
s tate the editors, “ ove r-s im p li­
fied  dogm atic answers to  com-, 
p licated questions; we do not 
th in k  we can solve a ll problem s 
by s lapp ing ready-made labels on 
complex events.”  They express 
the hope th a t the Young Social­
is t w i l l  p lay  a ro le  in  s tim u la t­
in g  discussion out o f  which w ill 
grow  “ a broad and rev ita lized  
m ilita n t socia lis t youth move­
ment th a t can act in  a p ro ­
gressive way on the campuses 
and in  the factories in b r in g in g  
the ideas o f socialism to A m e r­
ica’s you th .”

The paper’s f i r s t  issue con­
ta ins reports  on the fo rm a tio n

clubs o r discussion groups in  a 
num ber o f c ities, inc lud ing  New 
Y ork , P hiladelph ia , D e tro it, San 
Francisco, Berkeley, Denver and 
Los Angelfes.

■The issue fea tu res an evalua­
tion  o f the recent A nn A rb o r 
congress o f the N a tiona l S tuden t 
A ssociation and a round-up a r t i­
cle on the  ro le o f Negro youth 
in  the in te g ra tio n  b a ttle  as the 
schools opened in  the  South. The 
a rtic le  po in ts  to  some p ra c ti­
ca l w ays o f a id in g  the South­
ern freedom f i g h t e r s  which 
should be organized by rad ica l 
youth in  the N o rth .

A n a rtic le  hv  Shane Mage on 
the Senate la bo r probe is one o f 
the fin e s t pieces o f w r i t in g  on 
th a t subject th a t has ye t ap­
peared anywhere. An example of 
the  s ty le : “ F o r s ix  m onths now 
we have been treated to a steady 
procession before the  T V  cam­
eras o f labor leaders, p rostitu tes, 
labo r leaders, gam blers, labor 
leaders, co rru p t pub lic  o ffic ia ls , 
labo r leaders, racketeers —  and 
the end is r io t ir i s ig h t.”

The la te s t de ta ils on the A rm y  
“ secu rity  r is k ”  p rogram  are re ­
po rted  and c la r if ie d  in  an a rtic le  
w h ich  should be o f im m ediate 
in te re s t to  a ll rad ica l you th  who 
are sub ject to the d ra ft.

T he case o f the fiv e  young 
Spanish seamen now held in a 
U.S. ja i l  a f te r  hav ing  jum ped 
sh ip in  San Diego in  an a ttem p t 
to  escape F ranco ’s d ic ta to rsh ip  
is reported in  an a rtic le  fro m  
C a lifo rn ia .

E xtensive  excerpts f r o  m the 
M aurice P e lte r re p o rt on the 
Moscow Y ou th  F es tiva l are car­
ried in th is  issue. The Pe lte r re ­
p o r t— of rem arkab ly  fra n k  d is­
cussions w ith  Soviet you th— has 
a ttrac ted  w ide a tten tion  in  the 
rad ica l m ovem ent since i t  was 
f i r s t  published in  Peter F ry e r ’s 
London N ew sle tte r.

Subscrip tions, a r  t  i c|l e s and 
comments to  the new pub lica­
t io n  can be sent to  Young So­
c ia lis t, 218 7th Ave., New Y ork , 
11, N .Y . S ubscrip tion  price is 
$1.00 per year, $.50 fo r  s ix  
rtionths.

*  *  *

T H E  S O V IE T  U N IO N  W O N 
M A N Y  Y O U N G  F R IE N D S  a t
the Moscow Youth  Festiva l, ac­
cord ing to A lan  Parker, who re ­
ported the fe s tiv a l in the C hris ­
t ia n  Science M on ito r, Sept. 12. 
One fea tu re  was t h e  special 
passport th a t m a d e entrance 
easy. “ I t  is w e ll known abroad,”  
said Parker, “ how d if f ic u lt  i t  is  
fo r  ..a fo re ig n e r to  enter the 
U n ited  States.”  Y ou th  a t the 
fe s tiva l in  addition to  c h e a p  
rates, were given the fo llo w in g  
fre e  services: Laundry , ha ircu t- 
t in g , shoe and c lo th in g  repa ir, 
local transp o rta tio n  (except ta x ­
is and r iv e r  boats), a ll excur­
sions, exh ib its  and even tickets 
to the Bolshoi Theater w ith  a ll 
seats reserved fo r  the v is ito rs .

*  *  *

T H E  A S S A S S IN , O F G U A T E ­
M A L A ’S P R E S ID E N T , Castillo  
A rm as, la s t J u ly  was a t f i r s t  
id e n tifie d  as an in te rna tiona l 
agent o f the Communists. In  
the S ep t., 12 N .Y . T imes, the 
fo re ig n  M in is te r is quoted as 
saying th a t the assassin proved 
to have been an in d iv idu a l “ very 
confused”  bo th by communism 
and m ystic ism . The Communist 
charge th in s  out as the months 
go By.

in te re s tin g  th a t eve n tua lly  we 
set up a discussion group. I t  in ­
cluded fiv e  o f us, tw o members 
o f the SWP, an ex-member of 
the Com m unist P a rty  who had 
recen tly  resigned to  jo in  the 
SWP, one m em ber o f the Coun­
ty  Com m ittee o f the CP, and 
one m ember o f the C a lifo rn ia  
State Com m ittee o f the CP.

E X C H A N G E  ID E A S
D u rin g  the two months o f its  

existence th is  group exchanged 
ideas on m any m atters  from  the 
source o f the .Soviet e rro rs  to a 
correct p rog ram  fo r  a Socia list 
U n ited  States and the m ost e f­
fec tive  ways o f b r in g in g  closer 
toge ther a ll the genuine Social­
is t forces in th is  country.

A t  the f in a l session o f the 
L. A . County convention o f the 
Com m unist P a rty  in M arch 1957, 
the member o f the L . A . County 
Com m ittee who had been meet­
in g  w ith  us from  the f i r s t  made 
a h a lf-h o u r speeoh denouncing 
our discussion group as a “ con­
sp iracy,”  organized u n d e r  the 
discip line o f the Socia list W o rk ­
ers P a rty  by “ paid ajgents”  fo r  
the purpose o f destroy ing the 
Com m unist P a rty . She was im ­
m ediate ly answered by one' o f us 
a t the convention. I t  subse­
quen tly  developed tha t, f a r  fro m  
be ing spontaneous, th is  denuncia­
tion  w ith  its  m ix tu re  o f lies and 
h a lf- tru th s , had been ■ organized 
in  close collabora tion w ith  the 
Los Angeles O rgan ize r o f the 
CP, D o ro thy  Hesly.

Several weeks la te r we were a t­
tacked as d is rup tive  elements in

■ our club by the L. A . leader­
ship. These leaders refused1 to 
debate any ideas w ’th  us, or 
even to p o in t ou t wherein our

• objections to po licy were wrong.
They insisted th a t the critic ism s 

; we had p u t fo rw a rd  he con­
demned solely on the basis th a t 

’ they came from  a contam inated 
‘ source. T h a t source, they in - 
! sisted, w a s  T ro tsky ism . And 
j  though the T ro tsky is ts  l a c k e d  
" physical horns and. ta il,  they 

nonetheless person ified the Devil.

- M A R X IS T -L E N IN IS T S
A c t u a l l y ,  the fundam enta l 

| source o f our views was M arx  
and Lenin b u t we could no t ex­
pect them to acknowledge tha t.

In  any event, we rep lied, we 
did no t in tend again to p u t our-

■ selves in to  the tra p  o f absolute 
> fa ith  in sacred w ritin g s  and in- 
t fa llib le  au tho rities  b u t were de- 
1 te rm ined to  examine »11 ideas 
i and policies on the basis o f th e ir 
! m e r it  and to  associate fre e ly  
5 w ith  other Socialists.
J T h is  heresy proved m ore than 

the L . A . leadership could tole- 
| ra te . H a r in g  fa iled  to make us 
' recant, they took measures to 
; excommunicate us in  defiance of 

the new ly adopted p a rty  consti-

*  *  ■*

W e have been placed outside 
the boundaries o f p a r ty  a c t iv ity  ' 
aga inst our w ill.  B u t we do not 
in tend to le t the m a tte r res t a t 
th a t o r to keep silent. We have 
a d u ty  to make the fa r ts  in our 
case known so th a t p a r ty  mem­
bers who would otherw ise rem ain 
in  the d a rk  can pass judgm ent 
upon them and take steps to cor­
rect them.

W hy  is i t  so crim ina l to asso­
cia te w i t h  Socia lis t W orkers 
P a rty  members, who support so­
c ia lism , when i t  is pe rm itted  
and encouraged to  associate w ith  
Democrats, Republicans and o th­
er supporters o f cap ita lism  ? Has 
the CP leadership become so 
weak in  theory, in  organ iza tion ­
al a b ility , and in  the capacity 
to lead th a t i t  dare- no t to le rate, 
despite a ll th a t has happened, 
the s ligh te s t question ing o f its  
m otives and actions -by the rank 
and f ile ?  Is  i t  so la ck ing  in 
socia lis t p rinc ip le  • a n d revo lu ­
tio n a ry  in te g r ity  t h a t  it. w il l 
com plete ly d isregard its  own con­
s titu tio n  and stoop to  the most 
despicable means to  m a in ta in  i t ­
se lf in  o ffice?  Can these leaders 
be corrected or changed by the 
ranks ?

A S K  C O N S ID E R A T IO N
These are some o f the ques­

tions raised by  our case. We ask 
o ther p a r ty  members to  consider 
and check these facts. L e t them 
call fo r  an accounting fro m  the 
leadership o f th e ir  conduct and 
demand a correction o f the un­
dem ocratic and unconstitu tiona l 
practices aga inst us. W ha t has 
a lready been done to  us can be 
done to others tom orrow .

I f  th is  p ro tes t helps to arouse 
and a le rt those forces in  the 
■party which are determ ined to 
m a k e  i t  tho rough ly  dem ocratic 
and- b r in g  i t  back to a Le n in is t 
basis, we fee l th a t i t  has served 
a useful puipose, despite a ll the 
abuse th a t has a lready been 
h u rled  in  our d irection.

C and J
W
B and B

P.S. W e ask any p a r ty  mem­
bers who are in terested in d is­
cussing the problems in  our case 
fu r th e r  to g e t in touch w ith  us 
th rough the fo llo w in g  address: 
E dw ard Davis, Box 132, Buena 
P ark , C a lif.

(Copies sent to Peoples W orld , 
D a ily  W orke r, (National G uard­
ian, The M il i ta n t  and o ther la ­
bor press.)


