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™~ opinion, it will. Will a socialist
government in our country per-
mit opponents of socialism to
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Director, Communist Party.)
WE FREQUENTLY hear the

charge that Communism is in-

consistent _with civil liberties.

Communists fight for civil lib-
erties today, the argument goes,
enly because- their own rights
are denied; but once a socialist
government is established in this
country, the Communists will

_ deny similar ‘rights to their po-
litical opponents.

To substantiate this charge,
the experience of the Soviet Un-
ion and the Peoples Democra-
cies is cited. We are asked:
where, in' these countries, are
civil liberties as we know them?
why are no opposition parties
allowed? why is there no free-
dom in these countries to agi-

tate for a change of government,

for a return to capitalism?
These are pertinent guestions

hold meetings, publish newspa- .
“ pers, speak over the radfo and

TV calling for a reutin te capi
talism? in our opinion, it wﬂ{r
B

WE SAY THIS for two rea-
sons. First, becanse the path te
socialism in our conutry will be
determined, among ether things,

by the historic background of .

our ” people, their deeply held
convictions and traditions, Out-
standing in this is the almeost
two-century old tradition of civ-
il ‘Tiberties. |

This tradition is so deeply in-

grained in the American people

that it has become an integral
part of our national character. it
is inconceivable that the Amer-
ican people, given freedom of
choice in the matter, will open
a new chapter, in our country’s

_particularly true of those coun-

tries which did not have 2 tridi-

example, Czarist Russia,

China, the mmlarchigl Balkan

countries.

All civil liberties including, of
course, the right of dissent were
denied in these countries prior to
the establishment of Socialism.

The political parties advocating”

fundamental social transforma-
tion were illegal. The historical
development of the struggle iltj
a

most autematically excluded any

these countries, therefore,

:ms'ibi]ity of the right of dissent
oming a popular tradition,
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Bat first T would like to dis-
cuss the policy of the American

civil liberties,
And. secondly, our opinion is

ties of dissent, as a result of thei
international connections, be-
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(Continued from Page 4)
discussions within the Soviet
Union make clear, “eternal vigi-
Jance is the price of liberty.”
For with the relaxation of so-
cialist vigilance, the restrictions
on civil liberties largely dic-
tated by a hostile capitalist en-
eirelement were allowed to grow
wntil they became indefensible
vielations of socialist denmncf.
The vigilance of the people
must be double-barrelled. It
must be directed, on the one
hand, toward the efforts of the
enemy to destroy socialism. And,
on the other hand, it must be
directed toward bureaugratic ten-
dencies, whatever their origin,
to curtail the civil liberties which
are both possible and necessary
at a given historical moment.
The level of civil liberties un-
der socialism at any given his-

- torical moment the
optimum in a situation in which
two factors are at work: efforts
of the enemy to destroy social-

ism bz‘ vﬂemm. nndh’stril:r-

{ to=en the

inhiudmﬁ-mncy.

y (To be continued Tomorrow.)
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