U.S. MARXISTS AND SOVIET SELF-CRITICISM

I FIND absorbing some dis-
patches in the New York Times

which tell how calmly the aver-
age Soviet citizen is taking crit-
icism of the past 20 years and
of shortcomings in the leader-
ship of Stalin.

The people of the Soviet Un-
ion seem to
tuke these de-
velopments
much more
calmly  than
do many Amer-
ican Marxists,
including  my-
self. (Any
Marxist who
says he has
pot been jolt-

ed is either not being hnnest
with himseif, in my opinion, or
minimizes the extent of the de-

«circlement? — are they
- proper weight ‘to the a

‘thin

past 20 years of which Ameri-
can Marxists either were ignor-
ant or which we glossed over.
Finally, the Soviet people have
also experienced the tremend-
ous progress—admitted even in
capitalist circles — of the past
three years and which accom-
panied the process of self-ex-

amination,
@

MANY THINGS bother a

‘person like myself: where were
the present leaders during the

ﬁ\nod when they say that col-
tive leadership was lacking?
—~what about their own mistakes
in that period of eapitalist en-

cﬁiving

ments of Stalin? ete. For the an-
swers to such questions, one
must either speculate or await
further developments, -

But we American Marxists

also need to give thought to our
own role in accepting - many

:bmttheSovbtUnﬁm“

mines their position on any
question,

I do not prétend that 1 have
given this matter sufficient
thought or, for that matter, that
any one individual could come
up with all the answers by him-

self,
.

SOME THINGS do appear
obvious to me, however. When
we Marxists were defending
certain aspects of life in the
Soviet Union which, to our em-
barrassment, the Soviet Union
now says weré wrong, we did
it in a certain nituationf. 'I]‘::;
was in an ahnoa]:‘l;ere of rabi
Soviet-baiting h extended
without interruption—except for

the Second World War — over
ears,

“of the
: ,mgm.“:.m

the labor and progressive and
New Deal movements in’ our
own country. Since the war,
this Soviet - baiting has been
used as an excuse for the Cold
War, for a war p;;)‘fam and for
participation in military adven-
tures like the Korean War,

In this situation, American

Marxists courageously and al-
most single edly fought
against t Co]d War propa-

ganda which was endangering
our country. Neither prison, nor
deportations or other forms of

secution could stop a prin-
gleprkd position of which Amer-

jcan Marxists can always be

But at the same time, we

t board in defending
thin, oll;:rthoiduof%'u
infallible, in guy
estionthat hﬁo
Soviet , in
d Mﬂ:m
& matter of hﬂ,wlllh the de-

Soviet policy as
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more difficult to win the ear of
our fellow - Americans on the
more basic questions. It made
it easier for reactionaries to

persecute and isolate us, ’l
L ]

ALL THIS-or much of it—
could have been avoided, it
seems to me, if we Marxists had
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