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- i F
IN

D absorbing som
e dis ­

patches in the New York Ti mes 
which teU 

ho w calmly t he aver­
age So viet citiz e n  is tak ing crit­
ici

� m  of t h e  past 20 ye ars and 
o f  shortco m ings i n  the leader-
1h

i

p 
of 

S
talin

. 

T he peop]e of the Soviet Un­
ion see m  to 
take t

h ese de-­
v e Io pm ent1 
much m o  re 
calmly tlian 
do many Amer­
ican Marxists, 
in

cl

ud ing my­
• e If. (Any 
M

anis
t who 

uys he h� 
not been jol t ­
ed is either not being ho u�st 
•ith himseif, in my op ini on, or 

minim ize,  the extent of the de.-
• v elopments now in progress in 

the Soviet u 
Dion .) 

The-� of the Soviet Un­
ion an ca hn  for several rea­

.., 1t .. t ■o it INml to me. 
In the Im plaee, tlie pr CK'ell 

.el � � nd  ·aaJBilla tion  has. 
n\.en in tlleir . ct.jJy 

�� -�PP.a � 
·]• d  .. � ftf ... 7 

past 20 years 
o

f whi ch Amen­
can Marxists either were ignor-

. ant or which 
we glo sse

d 

over. Finally, the Soviet people have 
a lso ex perien

c
ed the tremend­

ous progress-admitted even in capitali st c ircl es - of the past 
th r ee years and which a<.'COI& 
pan i

ed the proces s  of sell-ex­
amination. 

• 
MANY TJU GS bothe r a person �e m

y
self

: w
h

er e were the present leaders during the . peri od w h en they s a y th a t col­
lt,ctive leadership was Jacking? --"rhat about th

e
ir 

own mis
ta k

e. 

in that period of ..eapitalut en­·circle meqt? - are they 
g
i, in&

prop e r _weiiht •to the achieve-·ment:s of Stalin? etc. For the an-
1wera to ch ques tions, � must either specula

t
e or • watt

furt her developmentl. · 
But we American Ma niltl 

also need to give tbouaht to our 
owa role in a4?C9ptinl man y 

.thinp a bout. the Soviet UDion 
w hteh Manil la hi" t1Mi Sept 
1
Ujlion ue aow crllin.,8 �
d. >' h,tml" � ... -� ma. M., ._ W.. -af llliifr .... .... � 
WI)~�-- ".., 

. 

mines tl1eir position �n any 
ques tion. 

I do not p1't end that I hav e 

given this matter suJfici ent thought or, for that matter , that 
any one individual could come 
up with all the answe rs by him­
se] f. 

• 
SOME T H IN GS do a ppear 

obvio us to me, however. W hen 
we Marxists w ere defendin 1 

certain asp ects of life in the S o
v
iet Union w h ic h, to our em­

barrassme nt, the Soviet Union now aays were w r ong, we did 
it in a certain 1ituation. Thillwas in an •�ph ere !)f · rabi d 

Soviet�baitin1 which extended without in ter mption - e xcept for 

the Sttond World W ar - over 
the past 38 '8e::i- Thill Soviet­

halting was on tbe JIIOlt viciou ■ tyl)!' of fa lsitc.
ttoo� 11anden and, on many occa:­

� actual fcq, riet.  It Wal 
� to alibi mflitvy .inter­wation by M . and ot)ler pv­
...... 11 a tie lrit � •.,_ ._ lathe 'IOI. It WU 

-•t�
--

· 

-� . 

of , •
• , ... 

the 1a bor and progr essive and 
New Deal movements in' our 
own co un try. S ince

· the war. this Soviet - baiting bu been 
used as an excuse for the Cold 

War, for a war pr.,:r.•m and fot 
participation in · · tary adven• lures like the. Xorean War. 

In this s
it uation, American 

Mao ists cou ra geously and a� 
mo st sing

l
e - handed ly foua

ht 
against _the Cold War pn>pa• 
pn

da w hic h waa eodanaerin1 our country. N e

ither prison ,  nor de
por tations or other .fonnt of 

persecution cou ld stop a prin• 
c i

pled position of which Aiaer­

ican ._.amsts can alwa yt  be 
pro ud

. 
• But at · be aame t:hn e,  we � 
we nt o

verboar d· in cWt,ndia a 

thinp"IJke the id of Stalin u 
inla Dibl e, Jn oppoaiat uy 
1•Uon that civil libertie, not beinl fully r� ii 1M 

SovJet UIUOD, in d ..... -
Nliolll dilcullbi alllelllll 

of Soviet mov.iel, _ ...._ 
• ..... o1,-, 

,._ ...... 
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-mo re difticult to win the ear of 
our fe llow - Americam on the 
mor e  basic que tions. It made 
it easier for the reactionaries to 
pe rsec ute a

nd isolate us. . ,1 

. , 
ALL THIS-o( much of Jt­

cioukl have been avoided, • 
IMDII to m e, if M a ailb had 

stood mor e  lnnly our nm
feet on t hese ma� u '" 
have on the fundamentall of a M arxi s t propam fo r Amira 
upoa which the Commuut , 
� 

bu alw
ay 

"ve lop ed kl 
�WII amwen and outlook . I sho uld add th

at DOD- M an• 
ll as Manilts ha"- . a illty here too. The 

IOG .. all �of UI unite to -a ...
OM Wir sooner 
•bereatomi1-CIOUDtry, the ea 
,. .the Soviet u • •  u._ ...... '\ 


