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£ Important
Court Victories
PHILADELPHIA
Dear Editor — I have just
read - (alas, in other dpa_pers),
that .favorable court decisions
have recently been won in two
mportant Philadelphia cases, in
which The Worker played an

active role.
One was the Supreme Court
decision ending jimcrow at

Girard College. The other in-
volved Aaron (Treetop) Tumer
framed-up for murder, and tried
five times over the past 11 years.
Both these historic cases won
community as well as legal sup-
port for the civil rights and con-
stitutional questions involved.
Please let us have a round-up
on the issues and personalities in-
volved, including the lawyers—

Harold Rome the court-appoint- |

ed white attorney for ~Aaron
Turner, and Raymond Pace
Alexander, the Negro attorney in
the Girard College victory.

W.
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Answers Rodney
On Howard Fast
Dear Editor:

In a letter to the editor in the
Worker of June 16, 1957, Les-
ter Rodney takes issue with
Mike Gold on comments that
Gold made concerning the de-
fection of Howard Fast.

Rodney comes to the defense
of Fast with the statement
*Criticize Fast as one may, he is
still someone -who stated in his
interview with the Worker on
his reasons for leaving the CP
(March 10) that he remains
“more deeply than even for So-
cialism.”

Rodney has before him the
unmistakable evidence that Fast
has allowed his differences to be
used by the anti-Socialist New
York Times as a weapon with
which to strike at the already
confused and shaken Socialist
forces in this country, but to
him that is not mconnsistent with
Fast’s “socialism.” Rodney
fers to believe the words wgr.i;;
ignoring t'he de.eds.—l.!.w.

A Forum
On Fallout
BUFFALO
Dear Editor:
Church people- and pacifists in
Buffalo have increased their activi-

ties in behalf of halting bomb tests,
since the recent fallout hearings in
Washington and the appeal by Dr.
Linus Pauling signed by 2,000 sci-
entists and are circulating a Quaker
petition calling for an end to tests.

First concrete demonstration of
their activity which hit the local
press was a forum held Friday
night, June 14, attended by about
125 persons at the Unitarian-Uni-
versalist Church here. It was spon-
sored by the Christian Social Ac-
tion Committee of Riverside Salem
Evangelical and Reform Church,
whose minister, the Rev. Robert
T. Adams, was moderator.

As reported in the Buffalo Eve-| the

ning News of June 15, participants
who spoke, a radiologist, a minis-
ter and professor of international
law, agreed that aroused public
opinion throughout the can
stop the testing of nuclear bombs.
The professor of law cited the cur-
rent Russian offer as a beginning
step in ending tests. -

They were: Dr. Harrop A. Free-
man, Comell University, a -
er; Dr. Merrill A. Bender, chief of
radioactive-isotope research, Ros-

well Park Memorial Institute, and

the Rev. Robert L. Cope, of the
Williamsville Unitarian-Univeraal-
mRCh Cope said real security and

ev. sa a
peace are not to be found through
armnements. '

“The curious fact about this age,”
be said, “is that we are going to
have to give up fighting. We are
caught in a dreadful search for se-
eurity,”

an eve beopey. e, Stle
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Letters froem Readers

who must make the world safe for
diversity. We must be mature, un-
derstanding and loving enough to
accept a p?urality of worlds.

“We can be part of the social
conscience, t of public opinion
that helps drive our time to the
maturity that is required.”

Dr. Bender said the extent of

enetic damage already inflicted

y nuclear testing was unknown,
but predicted that in the next 10
years, babies born with mental and
{physical defects resulting from fall-
out would number 6,000.

Dr. Freeman predicted testing
would end within a year, ”]argelx
'as a result of international politics.
|He said it “couldn’t be ended until
{the British tested their bomb” as
(the U. S. wanted to make sure
[there were -“two countries able to
{make the bomb on our side before

|we stopped.”

Fast Asserted Belief
In Socialism

Dear Editor:

I was yery proud of the fer-
vent stand in behall of internal
democracy taken by the recent
convention of the Communist
Party. 1 regret that this stand
has not been echoed by one of
its most venerable spokesmen,
Michael Gold.

He says that Fast has “just
been converted back to w
York Times democracy.” In an
interview with A. B. Magil,
Howard said, as a matter of
fact, “The very fact that forty
years ago there was in Russia a
population of the most op-
pressed "‘and poverty - stricken
and backward human beings on
earth bears stunning contrast to
what we read every day in the
New York Times.” Magil asked
if Howard Fast still believed in
socialism. His answer? “Yes,
more deeply than ever. It’s only
| sinee the Khrushchev report that
I've begun to think more deeply
about Socialism itself.”

Michael Gold then goes on to
attack the writer: “Everyone is
always being very noble in the
usua( Fast novel . . .” But, to
the best of my knowledge, Mike
Gold has never before, any-
where, anyplace, anytime, ut-
tered one word of criticism of
the words of Howard Fastl
While he was in the party, he
was the epitome of everything
noble in progressive literature,
Cold’s criticism has validity tak-
en by itself, but more than any-
thing else, it points to the blatant
hypocrisy that bhas existed in
party and which, as is evi-
dent, is difficult to discard over-
night, 3

Howard Fast has been brave-
ly in the forefront of the progres-
sive movement for many years.
His doubts are the doubts of

one of us. I do not per-
sonally feel that his decision to
leave his party was a wise one.

NEW YORK

mn{’::) Soclalism. I think we

3 ming capable of it to-
y.

YO.UNG‘PRO(.;BESSIVE

‘UaAmericans’ Daraned
With Faint Praise
ALPINE, N. Y.
Dear Editor: .
I really must protest Al Rich-
mond’s review of Alvah Bessie’s
novel, 'l‘lle. Un-Americans. The

(damnation,) would be quite
enough to discourage a follower
) r, who would thereby
mhiss first full-bodied novel
of the McCarthy period. .
So many poor books have
been praised in The Worker and
Dafly Worker over the years
and so many unreadable ones
have received faint praise be-
cause the author’s heart was in
the right place and his poljtics
correct that it is perhaps diffi-
cult for a reviewer to handle
a really good book and at the
same time to express his opinion
about a fault without making
it sound as if the work is the
product of another hack.

Over the years a formula for
a left-wing novel has been built
up through the influence of the
ommunist Party. The hero
may be a worker or a profession-
al; if the latter, it must be made
clear early in the book that his
fa was a worker. The vil-
lain may be most anything, but
if he is a worker it must be
shown that the taint of the bour-
geois i3 in his blood.
Somewhere about the hero’s
darkest hour, - to
him, n&t to the - aig. or
sympa must come, per
from a Xechssed worker in tg:
dregs of life, perhaps from his
persecutor’s wife or mother,
maybe even from a cop. This
must be accompanied by a
speech as, “Us working stiffs
otta stick together,” or “My
ather used to work for the
S$.C.B. Company and I know
what s.0b."s they can be.”

There must be a minor char-
acter, a Negro worker of the cal-
iber of Paul Robesoa or Dr.
Carver in overalls. He is bleased
with invincible courage and near
infinite wisdom. All hope is
outlawed for the hero as a per-
son, but he goes to jail or death

ly, knowing that some-
% the workers of the world

ill unite.

It can’t be a very good formu-
la, since it has been used count-
a really good book yet. How-
ard Fast, who remains our fore-
most American novelist—at least
until Bessie fires again — tried
three times to give it life (Clark-
ton, Silas Timberlane, Lok
Gregg) and even he ceuldn’t
make it breathe.

Bessis might have done a

job with the formu-
but would have had two
strikes against him. As it wes
he defied it and produced a book
that I dare say will be read more
in 2007 when people are trying
to understand what made us
tick in the rs of our mad-
ness. And I hope that many
Worker readers will reconsider
and buy the book in spite of
s review,
. CEORC!! COoOK
Ao Recommends
Chinese Document
Dear Editor:

Of course, Al Lannon is right
in praising and recommending
the circulation of the Chinese

I think it was more an emotional
response to international condi-
tions, rather than a logical re-
action to the fervent democrati-
zation process in the U.S.
CP that has taken place.

But we have no right to at-
tack Howard, falsely or other-
wise. His faults are our faults.
His virtues, I am proud to say,
are our virtues. If we preach
democracy, we should practice
it.

Instead of attacking blindly,
letfal try to build & fgmocntiq
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CHEKHOV'S play, “The
Cherry Orchard,” is surely one
of the most beautiful ever
written on a social theme. In
it, an old Countess sits with
ber romaptio entourage in the
garden drinking endless ses of
tea and discussing life love and
the heart bresk of change.

Meanwhile, the sound of chop-

ing is heard in the background.

o cherry orchard of the estale is
being cut down. One of the Coun-

San Fernando Cherry Orchard

|@ssary to the world. Change is the

tess's former peasants is now a
5 ator in land, and he bought

e cherry orchard from his mis-
tress and means to tugn it into sub-
urban lots.

He symbolizes the class of mer-
chants and traders then coming to
the fore to displace the feudal
landlords. The Countess and her
melancholy friends sit around and

ity themselves in poetio phrases.
ut the chopping goes on. One
sympathizes Efe ekhov with the
gentle, romantic Gountess and her
cherry orchard. Yet change is nec-

first step to progress. Better that a
cherry orchard perish in its beauty
and turn into an ugly bourgois
suburb than that a slave system

sent the
zied operatians.

tracts of groveland on a shoestring.
The b‘&lend tbmd - insurance mcom-
penies em Ioney on a
shoestring. A host of subcontrac-
tors step in and work with the same
shoestring. . A hundred different
wolves, pirates, bankers, financiers
and gamblers put their fingers in
the pie. The bomeowner pays for
it in the end, naturally.

The average home in this region
;uns from 1 tof20 thousand dol-
ars. Three or- four years a
would have been five ti;ouunﬁof
lars less. The land speculators have
price up with their fren-

On these “tract” operations h

dreds and even thousands of sma

are built at the same

dwellin

time. 'ﬁey have developed a new
style of work. Everything has been
broken down into a super-speciali-
zation. The old-fashioned c

ter or plumber is no more.
worker performs a single operation
then moves on to the next home.
The houses go up on a belt line
system, as in a factory. It isn’t art,
yet it shows the way to mass pro-
duction of good homes for every-
one some day.

There’s much

swindling in these constructions.
The houses will not outlive the

shall live on.
*

subirb. The place is like a big,
hustltnblshiny new American copy
of Chekhov’s

Fernando Valley was once a region

ine trees. I saw jt twenty years
ago in spring, and was enchanted
by its beauty and fragrance.

Now almost all the groves have
perished. A foew last bedraggled
clusters remain, like the one across
the road here. Beyond it, how-
ever, hundreds of carpenters’ ham-
mers rise and fall in-a raucous son,
of American change, progress an
real estate speculation.

Another great tract of new
homes is being develo there.
It is all like a story in Arabian

Nights. A Genie has transformed
in a few short years this green coun-
gym ofi fnfnltA and farming into the
oit of American airplane
duction. Hundreds of thouantzt:-f
people flocked into the region for
jobs, and houses had to built
for them. Thus, death of the cher-
xoorchard mulitiplied a hundred
usand times!

Five years ago you could still
buy an acre of orange grove for
about a thousand doHars. Now a
small Jot, 60 by 100 feet, costs
four to seven thousand dollars. You
can buy building lots cheaper than
this on some of the busiest streets
of New York. l“'nnt city is declin-
ing; Los Angeles is pushing up the

er. Every day 200 new pil-
Erlhsu o;rriveflo l(;lok for the 2%':'
pertect happiness.
need homes—so another typica)l'
American land boom is on.
* ,
THE BOOM has many familiar

I AM writing these lines at a
friend’s bouse in a Los Angeles

entle fable. This San

|of endless groves of fowering
orange, walnut, lemon and tanger-

mortgages plastered all over them.
Their outside walls are made like
chicken coops of tar paper, chicken
wire and plaster and the inside
walls are fli verboard. Just
the same, the houses have much
style and comfort. They have liv-
ing rooms big and sunny; and
patios and flowers and all the in-
m.lents of spacious California
g.

The kitchens would delight any
housewife in the world, so scien-
tifically bandy, with their triple
ranges, automatic dishwashers,
girbage-grinding sinks, automatie

washing machines. Say what you
will 08 feudal poets, against );obo
motiem machine, but such kitchens

help e the good health and
cheerg:lneu of the mothers of to-
day, hence, are better life-poetry
than all your laments!

*
BUT of course, only engineers

and other essionals, and the
highest skilled workers, can
pay the 9170 to $200 a month re-

quired for such homes. And their
income here in the Los Angeles
area comes in the main from the
airplane industry, which lives in
turn from the govemment budget
for an H-bomb war. So you see
there some mighty big serpents in
this bourgois heaven. Any day the
sky can fall, bankruptcy or the
radio-active bhorrors! ;

Nevertheless, with all the mod-
ern doubts and fears, such suburbs
show a way to the American future,
Socislism is coming, if we can
avoid total insanity and the H-
bomb. The American economy is
already 30 rich and developed it
can give every worker such a spa-
cious, beautiful and scientific
home.

Also the cherry orchards and
orange groves, again, in all thelr
beauty.

features. Speculators secure big

document, “Once More About
the Historical Experieace of the
Dictatorship of the Proletariat.”

A long, long time ago, I read
some excerpts in the National
Guardian snd waited, until now,
for its publication in the “Daily
Worker.” So far as I know, it
was not published in “Political
Affairs” or printed for general
discussion in the Party clubs.

It seems to me that this is a
far cry from the days when we
practiced internationalism, try-
ing to learn from the exp
of others parties and peoples. In
the name of “Ampericanism™ or
whatever you want to call jt, we
have reached to & great extent:
to a situation where i

profooting |
the study of Marxism is ablios-

ed. It is an undeniable fact, for
instance, that the “Daily Work-
er” and many responsible lead-
“ers rushed to print and swallow
the so-called “Secret Khrushchev
?ort" when the fact, as some
et the. Stats Depastins cops
t tate ' t con-
cocted mwutf more scand&loz:
yet, of recognizing t
error, our new theorists -
ed the rank and file of one of the
greatest dialectical documents
ever written. ‘
Maurice the Painter.,
The full text of the Chiness

Prior to this excer re pub-
lished in the Daily Worker.
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