On Left Unions
Editor, Daily ‘Worker:

I have been . watching the
“Jues revolt” within the United
Steelworkers wvith more than
casual interest. As.am &x-organ-

izer for two national unions, one
left, and the other and more re-
cent, a right wing union, and
working as a rank and filer be-

fore and after I worked in “an.

official capacity,” 1- have some

thoughts -about the labor move- .

ment today that is not consistent
with our past perspectives and
policy. Specificaily, 1 am refer-
. ring to “dual unionism.”

This may upset a lot of peo-

ed that we should attempt to
work within the labor movement
as it is now constituted.

It has been my experience,
and it is my present belief that

the iabor movement today can-

not be forced to take a: decent

position by “working within the:
present framework,” whether it .

is in respect to domestic  gains
of or to influence a realistic and
beneficial foreigi ‘policy.

We have today in the-leader-
ship of the labor movement peo-
ple who haven't the slightest
desire to use the umions for the
betterment of their members.
Nor do they have the slightest
understanding of their member-
ship problems. They do under-
stand, however, the way in
which te remain in their $50. -
000 a year jobs, and in my opin-
ion, and apparently with the
help of the State Department,
they're going to stay there come
anything less than a “minor rev-
olution.”

They have built themselves a
machine from the top ‘leader-
ship to the business agents that
is something to behold; leader-
ship that has nothing but con-
tempt for their membership.

I have worked with various
rank and file movements and I
want to say that it was not be-
cause of our “mistakes,” (as near-
ly everyone is attributing our
failures to these days) that we
were unable to wnseat these bu-
reaucratic henclunen, It was in-
stead because of the objective
conditions we faced.

McDonald is typical when he
says, “It doesn’t matter if the
rank and file does get the neces-
sary Jocals for a special conven-
tion on the dues and leadership
question, we'll simply refuse to
recognize them.”

‘In my opinion he will also get
away with expelling the leader-
ship of the rank and file move-
ment. What then?

I hear people saying now
that “they’ll never 'get away
with it”; “that the tank and file
would force the top léadership,
if this should happen, to resign.”

I disagree. McDonald would

'visioned within the past

simply clamp down, put his ma-
chinéry into operation at all lev-
els and stop any future move-
ment for rank and file .control.
We are dedicated to the work-
ers and the labor movement in
eneral. We know that in order
or the country to makeprogress
of any kind the werkers will
force that position upon their
leadership and the government.
The gquestion in my mind is
how to do this job.
Can it be done as we have en-
ten
years by working “within,”? Oy
can the job be done better by
supporting and helping to build

the Jeft:wing unions into a force

that will pressure the right-wing

. " .. unions?
ple but I am no longer convine-

In recent years 1 have been
one of these people who look-
ed down my nose on the left-
wing unions such as UE, I haw
felt that Matles should get out
of the leadership and the umion
if that would be all that would
be sacrificed for the UE to
merge with a national right-
wing union. I feel now that 1

“was dead wrong.

Will appreciate George Mor-
ris answering this letter and to
“straighten me out if I am
wrong.” If I am right, however,
I also want to know about it.

—A Worker.

Deplores Use of
‘Stalinist’ Epithet
Editor, Daily Worker:

Will you gentlemen who de-
plore invective and characteriz-

ing please put a quick end to’

the use of the word “Stalinist”
as a depiction of everything
evil ‘and wrong in Socialist
parties and countries all over
the world. :

You may not be aware of it,
but Stalin, too, made some im-
portant contributions to the de-
velopment of Socialism. ”Refus-
ing to mention his name—except
as a vital epithet—does not alter
the fact.

It seems reasonable to believe
that” Stalin was guilty as charg-
ed, but no one has ever been
foolish enough to say that we
must therefore discard every-
thing the man did. And just as
rou have tossed Stalin onto
iistory’s scrap heap, you seem
to have placed Tito on a pedest-
al. The sole qualifications of
your new idol would seem to be
that he is the most outspoken
critic of the Soviet Union garb-
ed in the respectable robes of
self - proclaimed * “independent
Socialism.” :

I think your zealous drive for
“independence” a nd “accept-
ance” has led you into an ‘illog-
ical anti-Soviet position, You
seem wmuch more concerned
wijth “the evil legacy of Stalin-
ist repression and violation of
sovereignty” (D.W. editorial,
12/18) than vou are with t
real enemy of world peace and

of the American people—namely,

the American monopolists,
Let’s- be independent. Let's
be creative. But let us not be
jingoists and chauvinists. Lets
remember that Joyalty to the
American working class is loyal-
ty to the world working class—
and that the main enemy of both
is the American ruling class.
. —PDN

P. S.—~Enclosed find $2 -for

what is still the best paper in the
country despite my- sharp dif-
ferences with it at this time.

© L .
Liberty in
Mississippi

Editor, Daily Worker:

Crusade for Freedom and
Radio Free Europe — in their
literature, boast that Balloon
of the Free Europe Press drop
as many as 12,000,000 miniature
newspapers on Iron Countries
every month. Twenty hours a
day the broadcasts and balloon, -
operate. RFE medium wave
transmitter at Holzkirchen, Ger-
‘many, has 14 times the signal
power of New York’'s WRCA.
There are 28 other RFE transmit-
ters and relay stations in Europe,
supported by Crusade for Free-
dom, This information is from
recent brochure, issned by Crus-
adae for Freedom, 345 E. 46 St.

Mississippi has about 1,125.-

white and about a million
oppressed Negroes. In 60 of 82
counties, no Negro is permitted
to register, and therefore cannot
vote. In the Congressional elec-
tions of* 1954, about, 12,000 to
13,000 Negroes voted in Missis-
sippii. Dr. DuBois, and Dr.
Herbert Aptheker, will verify,
that no native white born Missis-
sippian has ever paid with his
life, for the murder of a Negro
in the state of Mississippi, U.S.A.
93 years after Lincoln's Eman-
cipation Proclamation. No Negro
is permitted to sit on a park
1}_‘11eanch in public parks in Miami,

If the Crusade for Freedom,
RFE — would start dropping,
12,000,000 miniature newspapers
every month, and 20 hours a
day, transmit radio broadcasts,
and permit Paul Robeson, Dr.
DuBois, and Dr. Aptheker to
organize an Negro Liberation
program; would there not be a
re-awakening amongst the op-
pressed Negroes, throughout
Migssissippi, the entire Sounth, and
the nation, and not wait until—
63, as promised by the NAACP.

—A Former Jeff School Student '
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