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LABOR UNITY IN FRANCE AND INDIA
By HERBERT ZAM

AF'I’ER considerable 'négétiations, trade union unity between the CGT
{Socialist-led upions) and the CGTU (communist-led-.unions) Is

- practically an acomplished fact, A

—organization,

j_omt.statemonf, issued by t.!_xq two

{ederalions gives —the—basis—upon
which unity bas been achieved.

“The trade union movement is
completely independent of employ-
ers, government, political parties,
philosophical sects and other oug-
side groups. .

“The trade unlon movement re~
gerves the right to nccept or reject.
request of other orgenizatlons for
common action. It also reserves
the right to initlate common tem-
.porary cooperation with political
parties. .

“Only the trade union gongresses
and meetings have the power to
make decistons,

“Trade union democracy guar-
antees avéry member the right to
freely defend his point of view -
on n}l gnestions before his or-

ganization. Freedom, of opinion
cannot justify the -existence of
fractions, which wiil not be
tolerated in the unlons.”

The last polnt was the one .over
~ which there was the most proionged
dispute. The communists finally
declared that in the Interests of
unity they are willing to glve up
the right to work In fractions,

Demand Representation, -

Several unsettled Issues still re-
main, including the commaunist de-
mand for proportiondal representa-

" tion in the leading bodies; of the
union$, the adoptlon of a new con-
stitution and internattonal affilia-
tion. The communists are in favor
of affillation with Amsterdam (the
Iuternational ¥Federation of Trade
Unions) but are holding out for
the purposes of bargaining.

The present statutes of the CGT
wlill almost certainly be adopted for
the united -organization whila the
first point will be compromiset—
proportional representatlon as =&
system will be rejected but the
communists will be given some
representation,

All points not settled In advance
will be left to the Unity Congress,
and since the COGT has 900,000
-members against. 200,000 for the
OGTU, there can be no doubt of
the outcome,

Convene in September

In Beptember, both Federations
will hold congresses to vots on
amalgamation. If it s carried, then
either . the two conventions will
constitute a unity convention or
one will be held later in the year,

In the meanwhile, the individual
unions are proceeding with amal-
gamation. The unions of the coal
miners have taken the lead and
have already established a united

™

~ he united front was made pos-

————

Herbert Zam will discuss in
these columns next week the
«“phesis on War” which will
be submitted to the forth-
coming congress of the Labor
and Socialist International
by Otto Bauer of Austria,
Theodore Dan of Russla,
Amedeo Dunois end Jean
Zyromski of France.

ed by this and other by-eléctions
1abor will come very close to ¢
majority in the next parliamen
Sccialists all over the world ar
watching developments with grew
interest, - to see just how far th
transicrmation to Socialism  wl
proceed after a democratic majorlt,
has teen obtained.

Swiss Unity

A united front has existed for somew
time in the Swiss Geneva dis-
trict between the Soclalist and com-
munist parties. Now a similar united
front has also been established in
the Zurich district. These sre the
two largest districts in Switzerland.

slble in Zurich as a result of the
decision of the <communist party
to accept the conditions lald down
by the Socialists. In a’ communica-
tlon on this question, the com-
munists declare:

Cease Atmcl{

The co’mmunist’s will of course
cense all attacks upon the Social-
ists. They ‘are prepared to create
unity of the trade union movement
and will liquidate all the “red”
unlons and “red” sport organizations
and have the members  join the
Socialist organizations, The com-
munists further- agree not toc ap-
proach the lower organizations with
united front proposals. They will
cense their campalgn ageinst .the
Soctalist majority {n the municipal
government and will support the
Work Plan of the Socialist Party.

Compleie Change

In connectlion with thls communi-
cation the Zurich Socialist paper
writes as follows: o

The present declaration of the
communist party goes much
further thanr =all previous ones.
Here we can clearly see a complete
okange of party policy which has
taken place as & result of the
strong desire of the working class

in India
From far-off India comes news

of the trend {oward trade-union

unity, which is part of the efforts
of the working-class to achleve gen-

ernl unity under the blows of
ronction. ‘ i
Recently, the Railway. Workers

Unton nfifiiated with the Federation
of Trade Unilons, which is o mem-
ber of the Amsterdam international.
The rallway, union, one of the
strongest in India, was for a long
time independent and has strong
left tendencles, ¢
May Tnlite

The All-Indla Trade Union Con-
gress, & rival to the Federation, has
nlso strengthened its position as «
result of the affilintion of the com-
munist - controlled  “Red  Trade

0 establish unity of The class~
eonsclous labor movement in all
spheres. Even if it should not be
possible at- this time to reach
orgenic unity, there will at least
be created unity of agitation and
struggle which will prepare the
basls for organic unity.

Cro Joins

OALL readers know of the dect
sion of the Communist Party (Op-
position) of Switzerland to Join th
Soclalist Party. 'This decision has
now been carried out. At a confe-
rence in Schafhausen, at which som
Trotskytes were also represented
and at which unity with the Soclal-
1sts was achicved, It was unani
lously decided to call the untted
party, the Sociallst Labor Party o

Union Congress” which was estab-
lished when the communists fatled
to capture the conpress.

Now however, & united trade
upion federation in Indin appears
nl.sght as the Al Imdin Trade
Union Congress has declded to ap-
preach the Federation  of Trade
. Unlons with a nromasal for unity.

In England

NOTHER indicution-of the trend
in _politieal sentiment in Fne-
Jand and. ineidentaldly, an explana-
tion of the government's deelsion to
postpone the clections to next year
atter having  publicly announced

them for the end of this year was:
fVivianl, whose anti-working
Cactivify during and since the war!

the by-clection fn West Toxtath,
Labor carrled the clectlon by §.-

813 after having been defeated bv .
5,636 votes-in 1931, The governmoent

candidata recoived enly 8.561 vote:
acatnat 20,638 in 1931 This ix the
smallest vote e Terh @ have, ob-
talreed i erhia canfitutoney Lgnep
waanen oo do e 1 nihsen s,

oot e sderahl “Panrate ot of

\
Conton of Sehafhausen, and to af- ‘
filinfe to the Federal Socialist Party,
Th.s step was necessary as the CRC ‘
‘here  wes  conslderably  strouger
'than the Soclalist Party.- In -
other districts, ‘'the members of the
; CPO and the Trotskyites will join
- the Sociallst Party as individuals,
i In France . |

B i

A new “Left party B bBren orean- 4
\ Izedd in France as @ “result of
Sthe fusion of  the , Neo-Soetilists
crdth the Republean #ocall & anti
the Frenel Soclabists, I spite of
the name, the last {wo sroups: wers
never Swrdfist,  The Proach Socinl-
Ist group was formed by Briand and |
class

requires no dis¢ussion,

The Necs In{t the Soclalist Party
fome twa years ago Dieaise It wae

P —

bBoeotninge too revolutionary  for
ihesn, fince thon, aManmand i
vt of Neo follovers ¥ -a”" ’l‘
Cootie ol v Ve
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