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World Socialism

SOM" COMMENTS ON THE COMINTERN
By HERBERT ZAM

Those revolutiorists whose sole hope for a healthy movement
.was in the 1eform of the Communist International are now placed
in the position of the doctor who cured a patient of nlconohsm

only tc discover the patient had become a dzug addicf.,
Ccongress, thn Communist "International un-

At its Sevent
doubtedly crrecledt( or rathier ap- -

proved the correetion of the mss .
ylarmp,; [Seys tH of Lh:. firsg six yonvs !

of its exietence, It would he o se-
rions error, however, to concluciz
from this that the Comintarn was |
convalescing. On jthe contrary. th:
correetion of these errors was only |
the first stage, of the road which 1s
Jeadling the Comintérn deeper into
thé ' swamp of opportuntism than
any scetfon of the international la-
. bor movenicnt has been in pineg the
-glark days of August, 1914.
Tn spite of 1ts brave words, the
‘Seventh” Congress realized the se-
rious Isolation of the communists
from the jahor movement, byought
about in almost a decade of uitra-
left lunacy, Those who -argue thad
the Comintern is preparing & “new
ausmﬂt upna labhor” are cntirely
_ Imistaken. -Quite the contrary; the

Cominiern has issued an order for
« eompleie  land  extensive  refreatl
. along the front.

No More 8plitiing

No.longer are the Socialists “soctal
fasclsts,” Pho . idiotie slogan “class
against class” is bavdly a memory.
Gone is the theory of '"united front

ironi below', Duni unionidm, union-
splitting {10 genernd. and tie mor: !

vulgar forms of disruptive tnctids
.~ are condemneod, A profuise of grealdy
“degren of wutondmy to the individ-
‘Mal _compwinist  parttes, both o

thelt tmner quostions as well as m1

thelr  specifle. _toctics wae. formally
made, A friendly approach to thd
~ Sociatist artics was adopted, :in-
cluding n promise of suppors in
those. conttlries wheie these parlies:
are in codlition govcrmnents, such
‘ns Sweden, Belgium  and  Czecho- |

slovakla; n general, the lden of '1}

singls revolutionary party of the
proletarias, hitherto rcjectecl wlt.h
sCOrN, Wil soproved. .

All this i 10 the good, and il tho
“turn” wore confined to these mot-
. ters, there would be just cause for
. Jubtiation. Buy such, untoruu_mtoi;.
~ i not Phe ¢ise, Marx showed thad
i3 punishment for
sin of the

1

anareliism
opportunist

class, Now iu tcems that opporiun= ,

ixny is-puniaimont for o long period -
of advu\tum,m Having left the
rarifled strnl,mphew the Cominiern |
wa.,}not ratistied to remain on firm
gwund hut phumped with both feet
into .the rotormist mire,

sNattonhl Defense”

The Seviath  Congress of the

Comintern deflnitely approved the
- which

“idea of “nationnl defense” _
has been it line since the Stalin-
Laval commmtigue -

extended 1o o workd scale.  Ace

cording Ly the new theory of tha

Comintein, there s only one govs
erinnent
not  descrvs support  Hitler,
tically all
Svorthy™ cateportes from the Scan-

dinavian “demoeracies” to poor, in-
offensive Free. A good word can
1s not Ifaly
o friend ot Trance which s u friemd

even be sq1d for Italy

of the &Hviet Unlon?

The encve orientation arvses (rom
connAetion

| Soviet  dntanaey in
with tie: Mfler redgiing,

“raseism

Thie siaw wtittde was eapresnd

In the e
handhet

(AT
N

question of fiseran

| tlenism,

the
working

T

approved itand,

the world which doey
Prace
shers it ujto the many

Y Swecigliem owd Labor,

sorth Coter sas method ob

R

x-,ataaﬁod -rmher tlmn ImIJ wlt,h “Lhe
; perspeetive of Socialism us the al
terngiiv: to fagciem.

Coulitioniam

————

‘The position udopte.l on war .nd
115::1'41;1 Irad divestly to the third
o the unsavory iriniiy -—cualitlon-
ism. True, the Cominternn doas nol
vse this term. “United Front gov-
ornments” is more euphionious but
not more acceptable. Thz Comin-
] tern, Iike all. proponents of coali-
overlooks onz important
ltem: Tascism developed precisely in
tho periofl of coalition governments,

Look at Germany. The masses
turmed to fascism because the coali-
tiom  could only. offer “them the
status quo, with which they wer:
ciseatizfled. Tha Socialist Partles
disoredited themselves {hrough par-
ticipation in the comlition govern-
nats, The Comintern now proposes
that the German road should b2
{fcllowed i+ all "eountiries, The ro-
sult can only be the same. P

But the Comintern coalition pol- |
i'iey is even worse than that applied
In Germany. The German socinl-
‘democrats did not claim coaliflon .as
a victory for the worker. They con-
tidered it the “lesser of two evils.”
They felt they had no choice and
apologiZed for accepting it. The
communists on the other hand have
hicome ilitant propohents - of
cralitiowlsm and hail it 4y the first
f*t.v-p toward--proletarian revoltition!

Alnssian. Domination

{ .
l In comparison with ithese new
“doviations,” the old ones fade inge
Hndlenifleance,  They serve onty e
'(‘m!)hd'»i? the lack of reallsm. tids
iwsechanieont clhanges, the Holuticn
which charactirize the .Comintern’s
existence, Onee again e sé’e the
! Gominant role of the Russian sltua-
.tion Just as the period of ultia-
Pleftism o was o oresult of thoe H-year
plan, the perlod of opporiunism is
ldireetly the result of Russit's noew
Pdiplomatte  polleies  sinece Hitler's
f’\\'ilhdl‘a\yj.ll frem the League of Na-
tHons, _
The internal v em  remains- -
rosult - fran orders from
above, not from diveussion by the
membership, There 4 no admission
Fef previous orrors. -n fow seapegoats
f'.“rv found. All those communists
who  during  the “"third period”
frafsed {helr voices against the ultra-
nre «ifll denounced as “rone-
Caudes” and Utraltors.” '
P The deadereship is even further
crarrowed.  Of.thé flve roporters at
(il Seventh Congress. one was a
Russian and  four were politieal
Cexilis Hving In Russin- a0 German,
v, Bulparian, a  Lithu wian, an
P Italian -not one representiative of o
| stbatantinl party.
" In spHe of s changes, and even
spare beeause of ifs changes, the
S Comintan remains whag {6 was—a
brakea. reed. an unrellable instru-
;ment,  whether  for flghting  the
Ceveryday hattle or in the fight for
- Nocilism, :
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