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7. For annual leave with pay .
8. For better cultural conditions , reading rooms , recreation

rooms , etc. on ship as well as at ports .

9. Medical attention , sick protection .

10. Equal opportunity for promotion of coloured seamen ;
against alloting special kinds of work for coloured seamen .
11. For a minimum staff or ship crew which will not

place too great strain on crews in case of emergency .

12. Definite age limit for seagoing ships .
13. Maximum limit of ship cargo .

14. Against colour bars , etc.

15. Minimum wage ; equal wages for coloured seamen .

16. Against money lenders on ships who rob the seamen .

17. Shore leave and freedom when ships put in at ports ;
especially for coloured seamen who are not allowed shore
leave in certain ports (Australia ) .

18. A 6-hour day for all young seamen ( 18 years ) .
19. Special courses and training for young seamen .

20.Protection of young seamen .

IN THE COLONIES

The Ways of the Indian Revolution .
By N. Roy .

The process of class differentiation inside the nationalist
ranks , which is a condition for the overthrow of imperialist
domination by a revolutionary struggle , is slow, devious and
painful. The proceedings and the results of the annual mee-
ting of the National Congress , in the closing days of the last
year , have once again proved this. The struggle for the cap-
ture of the leadership of the anti - imperialist movement by the
petty bourgeois radical nationalists from the reformist big
bourgeoisie broke out last year when the National Con-
gress , for the first time in its history of forty two years , de-
clared Complete Independence (separation from the British Em-
pire) as its goal . On the eve of this year's meeting of the
Congress the struggle became so acute that a split appeared to
be imminent . The petty bourgeois left-wing was in open revolt
against the plan of the right-wing leaders to have the Congress
endorse the desire of the big bourgeoisie to come to an agree-
ment with imperialism .

The situation was so acute that the right -wing leaders
would have been completely defeated , had they insisted upon
carrying through their plan fully and without disguise . For
example , on the eve of the meeting of the Congress , the right
wing had the majority of only one vote in the Working Com-
mittee (governing body ) of the Executive . The balance of forces
in the full Executive was still more unfavourable ; while the
rank and file were overwhelmingly hostile to any compromise
with imperialism . Offensive tactics , in such a situation , would
be disastrous . The petty bourgeois nationalist masses would
break away from the anti -revolutionary leadership of the re-
formist big bourgeoisie , and , by the pressure of circumstances
would be driven closer to the working class .

The result of the meeting of the National Congress is that
the right wing leaders working in collaboration with the big
bourgeoisie standing outside the Congress , have prevented such
a clear revolutionary development of the situation . In the cri-
tical moment , they called upon the hero of the petty bour-
geoisie , Gandhi , to save the situation . It was Gandhi who
provided the formula of compromise between the two warring
factions . According to the resolution proposed by him, and
finally passed after two days of stormy debate , the National
Congress agrees to accept Dominion Status inside the British
Empire , if it will be granted within one year . Petty bourgeois
lusion is incorrigible . Seven years ago Gandhi led a mighty
revolutionary movement in a blind-alley with the cry "Swaray
elf-government ) within one year " . He reappears on the poli-

tical arena with his antic and exploded programme , and the
petty bourgeoisie again falls for it . In moving his resolution
he said :

"If you will follow me and follow the programme I
have suggested honestly and intelligently , I promise that
Swaraj will come within one year ."

The programme he suggested as alternative to the pro-
gramme of a revolutionary mass movement , which the National
Congress must adopt should it insist upon the attainment of
complete independence , is removal of untouchability , abandon-
ment of alcohol drinking and popularisation of the spinning
wheel . It should be remembered that his notorious Bardoli
Resolution , which liquidated the revolutionary mass movement
of 1920-21 , also recommended this programme to the na-
tionalist movement . Gandhi has not learnt anything or for-
gotten anything since then . But the situation has changed . This
was indicated by an unprecedented phenomena in the Con-
gress meeting . While the left wing resolution reaffirming that
complete independence is the goal of the Congress , moved in
opposition to Gandhi's resolution , was defeated by 1350 votes
against 973 , epithets of "traitors" were hurled at the right
wing leaders including the Mahatma . Such a scene could not
be dreamt even a year ago .

-

With the help of their hero the right wing leaders out-
manoeuvred the petty bourgeois rank and file ; but the revo-
utionary tide that sweeps these forward cannot be stemmed .
The rank and file of the Congress are bound to move still
further to the left towards the formation of a revolutionary
democratic anti - imperialist united front of all those sections
of the population whose condition will not be improved , indeed
made worse, by a compromise with imperialism sought by the
big bourgeoisie and their agents at the head of the National
Congress .

The National Congress (that is , the main organ of anti-
imperialist struggle ) still remains formally tied to the interests
and convenience of the big bourgeoisie . As far as resolutions
go, it has been forced to repudiate its last year's resolution
about the object of the movement , and to declare its readiness
to waive its demand for complete independence in favour of
self -government within the British Empire. Supposing the Bri-
tish Parliament will grant India the status of a self -gover-
ning dominion within a year , acting on the resolution of the
National Congress , the Indian people will agree to remain
inside the British empire . Owing to political iminaturity and the
weakness of their social basis , the left radical leaders have been
outmanoeuvred in this impossible position where they cannot
remain for any length of time without admitting a complete
defeat. Jawaharlal Nehru and Suvash Bose , who until now were
outstanding leaders of the left opposition , abstained from vo-
ting of the Gandhi resolution . In contrast to these , there is
Srinivash Iyenger , a former president of the Congress and the
principal leader of the radical wing . He kept up the resistance
to the end , and characterised the Gandhi Resolution as "ambi-
guous and unworkable which simply postpones the formal
rejection of the Dominion status for a year" . And this, after
all . is the correct reading of the situation . Obviously as a
tactical move , Iyenger , after a prolonged fight inside the go-
verning body of the Executive , agreed to accept Gandhi's
compromise formula on condition that the time limit was re-
duced to one year . This was generally recognised a victory of
the left wing . The resolution , as finally agreed upon , has the
character of ultimatum to imperialism ; but it requires unusual
amount of political naivité to believe that imperialism will take
the resolution as an ultimatum . Indeed , it has already answered
through its authoritative organ , the London "Times " , which
commenting upon the resolution observed : "The British Par-
liament will not be unduly disturbed " by this dramatic gesture .
But the resolution can be a potential weapon in the hand of the
radical wing of the Congress . As there is no hone of British
imperialism granting India full Dominion Status within the time
limit set in the resolution of the Congress , the issue avoided
today will reapper as the crux of the situation next year . And
the final victory will belong to that faction which will have
gained ground in the intervening time.

The plan of the right wing leaders seems to be to divert
the attention of their rebellious followers from the burning
political question to side issues of social reform . Previously ,
political radicalism of the petty bourgeoisie was allied with
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--
religious and social conservatism . The growing change in the
economic situation development of the modern means of
production is having its reflex upon the ideology of the
nationalist movement . Today, critical attitude towards religion
and hostility to pre -capitalist social customs and institutions
are in fashion among the intelligentzia . They go hand in hand
with political radicalism . Therefore the attempt to distract
the radical petty bourgeois nationalists with antic cult of
Gandhism will no longer be successful .

Nevertheless , the right wing leaders are going to en-
courage the new zeal for social and religious reform in order
10 divert the attention of the petty bourgeoisie from the burning
political questions . Motilal Nehru devoted a considerable por-
tion of his presidential address to the Congress in denouncing
the disabilities placed upon the women and demanding the
divorce of politics from religion . The Chairman of the Recep-
tion Committee , Sen Gupta , who is an agent of the right among
the left , was much more vehement in dealing with the same
problems . The logical conclusion of these speeches can coin-
cide with imperialist objection to the freedom of India . The
imperialists and their apologists point out the backward reli-
gion and social conditions of the Indian people to prove their
unfitness for self -government . The big bourgeoisie desire to
focus the revolutionary zeal of the petty bourgeoisie upon the
fight for the removal of these obstacles . But this fight , of histo-
rical importance as it is, cannot be isolated from the political
struggle . The two should develop as complimentary to each
other making the national democratic revolution . So , the plan

of the right wing leaders to head off the petty bourgeois revolt
in the direction of non -political religious and social reform is
bound to miscarry.

Consequently , the resolution of the National Congress does
not essentially change the situation . It represents an attempt to
check the revolutionisation of the anti -imperialist struggle , which,
however , is bound to be of no avail , thanks to the operation

of forces beyond the control of the right wing leaders . The
situation created by the result of the Congress is correctly de-
picted by a sensible imperialist organ in India :

"We anticipate that the effect of the speech (of M. Nehru
at the Congress ) will be to bring not peace , but a sword
among the parties he has sought to unite , and that he will
fail to convince the Extremists who are pushing out any
moderate element out of the Congress , that the goal he sets
before them is right and desirable , and that the method of
approach he has prescribed is suited to the present con-
ditions in India ." (The Times of India , Dec. 30/28 .)

The struggle for the leadership of the nationalist movement ,
resulting from the process of the differentiation of class interests ,
cannot be liquidated by compromise resolutions . Intensification
of imperialist exploitation calls for intensified forms and methods
of struggle for national freedom . As the big bourgeoisie , owing
to its desire to come to a peaceful agreement with imperialism ,

are opposed to a revolutionary struggle for national liberation ,

the nationalist movement must have the leadership o
f
a more

revolutionary class . Even the petty bourgeoisie , traditionally in-
capable o

f taking an independent political attitude , are rapidly
outgrowing the leadership o

f the big bourgeoisie . For example ,

the left Nationalist organ Indian National Herald considers the
speech of Nehru as " disappointing " and remarks : " It is hope-
less to expect much from men like Motilal Nehru who want to

hand over the Congress machinery to the Moderates " . After
condemning Gandhi as an "adept to compromise " the same
paper declares that "there should be no surrender in the fight
for independence " .

The process o
f

class differentiation will be quickened , the
nationalist movement will be completely freed from the influence

o
f

the anti -revolutionary bourgeoisie , and will develop a clear
revolutionary way in proportion a

s

the influence and inter-
vention o

f

the proletariat and it
s party in the situation will be

effective . The struggle for leadership will have to be fought
ultimately between the bourgeoisie and the proletariat . The
present petty bourgeois revolt is only a prelude , and a

s

such

is o
f

historic significance .

UNION OF SOVIET REPUBLICS .

The C. P. S. U. and the Soviet
Elections .

Appeal o
f

the C
.

C
.

o
f

the C
. P
.
S
. U. to the Members

o
f

the Party .

The C
.

C
.

draws the attention o
f

the Party organisations

to the extraordinary political importance o
f

the Soviet election
campaign now in progress . It is characteristic o

f

the circum-
stances under which this campaign takes place that the pressure

o
f the imperialist Powers on the Soviet Union is increased ,

while at the same time the class struggle within the country

is accentuated in connection with the growing resistance o
f

the
capitalist elements to the Soviet policy o

f

industrialisation and

o
f
a Socialistic reconstruction o
f agriculture .

The C
.

C
. suggests to the local Party organisations that

the proletarian and peasant masses b
e

mobilised in connection

with the election campaign in the sense o
f

the main tasks

o
f the Party and o
f the Soviet power , viz . ( 1 ) maintenance o
f

peace and consolidation o
f

the defensive strength o
f

the Soviet

Union , ( 2 ) continuation o
f

the present rate o
f

industrialisation

in agriculture , ( 3 ) increase o
f

the harvest output in relation

to the area , ( 4 ) Socialist reconstruction o
f agriculture , ( 5 ) in-

crease o
f

the struggle against the bureaucracy , and ( 6 ) impro-

vement and simplification o
f

the State apparatus .

In view o
f an increasing aggravation o
f

the contradiction

within the capitalist system and o
f

the growing struggle between
capital and the working class , accompanied by ever renewed
attempts on the part o

f

the capitalist countries to increase the

pressure on the Soviet Union , we are threatened more and

more with the danger o
f

fresh wars and quite particularly with

the danger o
f

a
n armed invasion o
f the Soviet Union by the

imperialists .

By its energetic fight for peace and disarmament and by

the constant revelation o
f

the predatory plans o
f

the imperialists ,

the Soviet Government does its utmost to prevent a renewal

o
f sanguinary slaughter . The workers and toilers o
f our country

must energetically support the peaceful
policy o

f

the Soviet
Government and must be ready resolutely to repel all attempts

o
f

the imperialists to destroy our peace and our Socialist work
of construction . It is up to all workers o
f the Soviet Union

to guard their frontiers zealously and to use all possible

means o
f strengthtening the position o
f

the Red Army , which

is entrusted with the defence of these frontiers .

The work o
f

industrialisation is progressing favourably .

The development o
f industry in the current year surpassed the

measures established by the respective control -figures . In the
current year (1928 ) more than 1,500 million roubles were spent
on new or additional industrial plant . We have experienced a

further development o
f the Socialist section o
f

our economy
and an increase o

f the quota o
f

the said Socialist section in our
economy in its entirety . The numerical strength o

f

the working
class is on the increase . The seven -hour day is being intro-
duced in an ever greater number o

f enterprises . We already
see the first advantageous results o

f

the reduction in the material
standard - o

f
-living o
f

the working masses .

In effecting the work of industrialisation , however , we meet
with great difficulties , which may be attributed to our economic
and cultural backwardness . These difficulties find expression in
the lack o

f

means for the development of industry , in the want

o
f goods for the complete satisfaction o
f

the requirements o
f

the
masses , and in an extremely slow rate of development in agri-
culture , with particular reference to grain -economy .

We can only hope to overcome these difficulties by way

o
f

the utmost exertion o
f

all forces of the workers , including
the peasantry . If we receive no further credits from foreign
capitalists , we can yet raise hundreds of millions o

f

roubles
which we need for the construction and repair of factories and
workshops , for new capital investments in the heavy industries
and in the output of the means of production , and for the creation

o
f

new branches o
f production intended to emancipate u
s from

our dependence on the imperialist countries . This , however ,

is only possible by means of the mobilisation o
f

a
ll

economic
resources o

f

the country , by the enhancement of the produc-
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