WHAT HAPPENED IN CHILE

, By A. MOREAU.

HE mutiny of the Chilean sailors on Septem=-

ber 2nd which spread like wildfire through-
out the entire fleet, falling under the complete
control of the red rank and file revolutionary
workers of the Navy, is of tremendous signifi-
cance, not only for the Latin American workers
and peasants but also for the workers and poor
farmers in the United States. In Chile, the
revolutionary upsurge of the masses, which over=-
threw Ibanez on July 26th, has broken through
the counter-revolutionary confines of the bour-
geoisie, and bravely fought for a revolutionary
way out of the crisis along the lines of the Com-
munist program—levy on the rich to provide
unemployment relief, confiscation of the large
landed estates, conflscation of imperialist en-
terprises and the driving of the imperialists out
of Chile, etc—the masses of Valparaiso, San-
tiago and Coquimbo were demonstrating in the
streets under the leadership of the Communist
Party, for the establishment of a Chilean Soviet
Republic and in support of the uprising of the
sailors in the Navy and the rank and file in
various Army units.

Simultaneously with the raising of the red
flag on the fleet, the revolutionary proletariat
of the cities, groups of revolutionary toiling
peasants, and revolutionary students enthus-
iastically came out in support of the uprising,
and under the leadership of the Communist
Party they extended their strike actions in the
most important industrial centers of the coun-
try. Various units of the army and air force
refused to turn the guns against their brothers
of the Navy.

The panic-stricken bourgeoisie and landlords,
with the help of the imperialism, especially
American imperialism, quickly mobilized their
fascist tools in the air forces. The mutiny was
crushed in the horrors of a blood bath. Hun-
dreds of the mutineers were forced into sub-
mission. The fascist government of Chile is
now proceeding with a wholesale massacre of
the revolutionary workers who took part in the
proletarian rebellion.

The causes for the uprising in Chile finds
their explanation in specific conditions—both
objective and subjective—the general charac-
teristics of which are common to all the Latin
American countries. In Latin America the revo-
lutionary upsurge is growing with increasing
tempo. The frequent coup d’etats of the op-
posing factions of the exploiting classes (which
result from the deepening crisis, the desire to
forestall the rise of the toiling masses under
Communist leadership and from the sharpening
struggles of the rival imperialisms) are begin-
ing to be accompanied with militant mass
movements and uprisings of the workers, the
toiling peasantry and the poor poulation of the
cities influenced and directed in various degrees,
by the Communist Parties.

The deep econcmic and agrarian crisis, which
hits with particular force the 1I#tin American
countries, is now accompanied with the begin-
ing of a financial crisis. Chile is already show-
ing the devastating effects of the flnanecial
crisis. It is, relatively speaking, the foremost
country of Latin America that feels most the
crushing burden of the huge loans invested by
American and British bankers, the enormous
interests of which the Chilean bourgeoisie is
unable to account for.

Under the bloody Dictator Ibanez, Chile's raw
materials swiftly passed under the control of
the United States bankers headed by Guggen-
heim. United States investments in Chile amount
to $600,000,000.

The reorganization of the nitrate and copper
mines through the system of rationalization in-
troduced by Guggenheim deprived 30,000 workers
of their jobs. The national revenue of the gov-
ernment suffered a deep slash with the organ-
ization of the nitrate trust known under the
name of Cosach.

In vain had President Ibanez sought to ob-
tain new loans from Wall Street in order to
avert the financial debacle. Foqur of his finan-
cial Ministers succeeded one another until
finally, he himself was swept out of the office
under the rising pressure of the masses. Wall
Street, that had no binding contract with Ibanez,
saw the dangerous manoeuvres of British im-
perialism which was and is trying to take ad-
vantage of the chaos in ored to regain its po-
litical hegemony over the national bourgeoisie,
withdrew its support thanks to which Ibanez
was able to install since 1927 one of the most
ruthless fascist dictatorships in Latin America.
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The Chilean bourgeoisie which is attached to
the charriot of imperialism, especially yankee
imperialism has been the spokesman for Latin
America in the Anti-Soviet front. Minister
Barrett has been particularly active in the cam=
paigns of slanders against the Soviet Union.

The bourgeoisie, the landlords and the im-
perialists have ushered in an intensified attack
upon the working class and the toiling peas-
antry in their efforts to put upon them the en-
tire burden of the crisis.

As a result of that, there has been a deep go-
ing radicalization of the masses in Chile. The
Communist Party and the Chilean Federation
of Labor which, previous to Ibanez's dictator-
ship were the militant leaders of wide masses
of the oppressed people, were able recently to
resover i1rom the savage blows pounded upon
them during the five dreadful years of fascism.
'1ne working class of Chile which has a long
history of militancy of class struggle is now
gathering its strengih and under the leadership
of the Communist Party, it made the first at-
tempt to give a revolutionary solution to the
present crisis.

The present revolutionary upsurge of the
masses counts with new elements that increase
and brighten the revolutionary perspectives of
the growing prerequisites of a revolutionary situ-
ation in Chile. This is the increasing partici-
pation of the Indian workers and peasants in
the revolutionary struggle for their social and
national demands aiming to overthrow the spe-
cial conditions of national and social oppression
under which they live.

But the Communist Party of Chile, in order
to reach the present undisputable leadership
over the broad masses of the people, was com-
pelled to rid itself of the opportunist elements
that for years have eaten the very vitalities ©of
the Party and deprived it of a militant leader-
ship. This the Communist Party was able to do
by purging its ranks of alien elements and by
exposing the renegade Hidalgo who now defi-
nitely aligned himself with groups of landlords,
and petty bourgeois chieftains playing the games
of British imperialism in Chile.

Hidalgo, who was sent to the Senate by the
popular vote of the proletariat of Antofagasta,
has betrayed the workers. He voted for a bill
introduced in the Senate which provides for spe-
cial repressive laws against the workers “for the
security of the state.” He flatly refused the in-
structions of the Party to speak against the
fascist bill. His insidious petty bourgeois ac-
tivities within the Party were expressed in the
“re-establishment of bourgeois democracy” in
Chile, as “the first step for the struggle for a
communist revolution”. His present counter-
revolutionary activities through his participation
in the bourgeois opposition fully confirmed the
healthy attitude taken by the Party that with
the help of the Scuth American buro of the
Communist Party, expelled this pernicious, anti-
working class element from the Party.

The Communist Party of Chile guided by the
correct line of the independent revolutionar'y ac-
tion of the working class was able to give lead-
ership to the present upysing.

The ruthless crushing of the uprising is un-
doubtedly rich with lessons and experiences for
the Communist Party and the revolutionary pro-
letariat. We are not, at present, in a position to
analyze the shortcomings of the Party which led
to tl?e temporary defeat, lessons that can also be'
of great value to the American Party. But there
is an urgent and immediate task that faces the
Communist Party of the United States and the
revelutionary workers of this country. Our revo-
lutionary duty is to fight for the immediate free-
dom of the workers who took part in the upris-
ing and who face an imminent death in the
hands of the hangmen of American imperialism.

The Chilean workers are now engaged in big
strikes for the betterment of their conditions,
agzainst the fascist terror, for immediate relief to
the unemployment, against wage-cuts and speed-
up, etc.

The Chilean bourgeoisie is unable to find a
solution to the deepening crisis. New class bat-
tles are pending. Our brothers in Chile are en-
gaged in struggles for national liberation and
from capitalist and landlord exploitation.

Demand the immediate freedom of the red
sailors, soldiers and workers. Down with the
butchers of the Chilean people!

Down with American imperialism!

Long live the struggles of the workers and
peasan's of Chile!
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