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A LESSON IN ECONO#ICS

A sketch by W. B, Bland

CHARACTERS

The Tath "upper middle class" cowpany director
The Song
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e poiemi-todaycomerid I have some bad news for you, son. Youlll have to stay at

home with your mother for a while.

Sons why is that, Daddy?
\ " Fatherx: The specdial school. you 3o to — it's closed. The social workers are on
strike. e
Son: Vhat's a strike, Daddy?
Father: Tt's when people reifuse to work. It's a sort of blackmail -- trying

to force people to do something they don't want to do.
sons You mean — like when you said you!d clbose down the factoxry unless the

workers did what you wanted?

“Father (quickly): No, no, son —— nothing like that. It's much too difficult for
you to understand.
son: Is that because I'm what kummy whispers to people —-— mentally

handicapped"?
Father (embzriwmiesd}s Well, all of us avxe hatter at some things than others.
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Thatt!s why )i &

Son: Yoy besve they gond eanow dey?

Fathen: : 2z thay wan +-., it*s the curse of thisAcountry. That!s
vwhy we can't camgete wiih ovhal oIiwnviig oo Like Germany.

Son: Lo womcers here geb much higher wages than they do in Germany?

Father: Well, neo; actually theyrre sonsiderably lower. But that's because

since the war Gemmany is a rich countzy and we'lre a poor country.

Son: Because Germany won ‘the waxi

Father (coughing): VWell, no; actually we won the war and Germany was deteated.
It's all very complicated, son; don't worry your head about it!

sonsg Is it wrong to go on strike, Daddy?

Father: Well, I wouldn't say it was always wrong. Very occasionally you do
get an employer who is so pig-headed o « .

Song You mean, like that Fr. Ward who used to be on television?

Father (reluctantly): Well, yes. liind you, there's no doubt that George Ward was
a fine, principled manj; but he didn't understand that modern industry needs trade
upiong.

Sons Why, Daddy?

Father: To keep it running smoothly. Without trade unions there would be

(he searches for a word) . . . anarchy!

Son: What's anarchy?

Fathex: 1t means disorganisation, disruption.
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SeHY-mItedaLGRE strikes?

' Father (admiringly): Now, that's very clever of you, Tristan! Yes, there's no

doubt that moderate trade union leaders play a vital role in preventing strikes
in industry.

Sons What's "moderate", Daddy?

Father: It's the opposite of "militant®.

son: And what's "milditantny

Father: A "militant" is g someone who's always fighting for higher wages and
shorter hours.

Son: So a "moderate is someone who doesn't fight for higher wages and
shorter "hours?

Father: He wants them, but he doesn't fight for them -~ that's the point, son.
He believes in negotistion.

sons Vhat's '"negotiation"?

Yather: t means "talking", sorls Both sides sit round a table: the workers!
representeiives say why they think the workers should have a rise in wages,

and the smployems? represeniaoiive

sons Uiy ssy why dhsy oo
Fathexs Wy L3 net ap sinpie 2z tehat, Both sides try to reach an agreeuent.
Son: And supposing they tull snl tall and talk, and still can't agree. Is it

all right foxr the workers to go cn strike then?

Tathex: Oh, I'm not opposed to strikes — under certain conditions, and as a
last resort. The right to strike should be one of the rights of man in a demo-
cratic socliety — like the right to vote and the right to hold meetings.

sons So it's all right for anyone to go on strike if they've talked without

getting anywhere?

P -

Father: Well, no, son; only if it doesn't hurt innocent people, only if it doesn't‘

harm the country. If you think about it, you'll understand why certain people
shouldn't ever go on strike —— people like soldiers, . . . and policemen, . . .
and firemen, . . . and doctors and nurses.

Song: And social workexs?

Father: 0f course. A child could be battered to death Just beczuse there was
no social worker to stop it.

Son: Yes, I see. (Pause) But if socipl workers shouldn't ever go on

strike, nobody need ever give them more money, need they?
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" Father: llo, it's not like that, son. Councillors are sensible people, on the
whole; they want their woxkers to be contented — within reason, of coursel
sons Itt's the councillors who pay the social workers? They must be very kind
people!
Yather: Well, they don't pay the social workers out of their own pockets. It

comes out of the xrates.

sons Vhat are rates, Daduy

Father: They're local taxes, that everyone has to pay. If the council agreed to
the social workers' demands, the rotes would have to go up. Bverybody would have to
pay — I don't know exactly how much, but I suppose it could be as much as zn extra
penny every yeal.

son: wo it's the local people who've said they won't pay the social. workers
any more’?

Father: Yell, Sub the local people elect the counciilors and they

act as the peorist:

[ son: vhaw ging ol dege, Beddyr _
Father (ignoxdny: the
Bes: wlve one st wf workers a big wage increase, all the
others WaLG Yow mave a wages explosion, which is bad for the \

\ country. Tha government Lu Srying to keep wage increases to 5.

son {after a pause): Daddy, wny wre big wage increases bad for the country?

Father: Because they cause inflation.

Son: . VWhat's "inflation"?

Fathers; Inflation is when prices keep going up.
son: And prices go up because waues go up’

Fether: That's it, exactly, son. 4 fiym which has to pay higher wages has to put
its prices up to keep in business.

son: Yes, I think I uwnderstand now, Daddy. You know the Japanese hi-fi you
bought because it was cheaper than the British one*

\ HFathexr: Yes,

Son; 1% was cheaper because vages in Japan are much lower than they are herev
fathex: VWeil, no, not qulte, s0n. Actually wages are cons1derably higher in Japan ‘

than they are in Britain, But Japanese goods are cheaper in spite of tnis because
since the war industry in Japan is technically much bettexr equipped, more modern,

nore eificient. Do you understund?
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fllarmsj‘xg'-Len|n|smséu'£retl?t:l§n}r(og(a)§, Daddy' and that's because Japan won the warf

{r - dgy)comNo, Ja.pan didn't win the war; we deteated Japan. ('fen, irritably) ]
Look, all this is much too difficult for your littke mind to understand. Why don't
you play with your train set?
Son: ¢h, but I like learning about things from you, Daddy. You remember the
Social worker said it was good for my mental developmwnt if you answered ny
‘ questions, l

Father (g;rJ.mly") I remembexr!

T —t—— e e o

son (a.tter a pause): Duddy, you know, earvlier this year, whén Iummy was so pleased, o
vhen the directors of your company gave themselves an extra £10,000 o year. VWas

that bad fox the country?

Wather (tight~lipped): It was not.

Son: But didn't that cause inflation?

Father (controlling his temper): o, it didn't. Because there are very few directors, \

80 ’cha,’c a rise in ouw Jncnmc doesn't aflfect prices,

_—\_*_’-N

1 Son: I see. ‘vanse) Daddy, didstt I hesr you telling Fummy the other day that

we viere pgoing thmou.: o Socs:

Yather: ‘fhatfs .'.::':i_.;;_.f:;:;s ann,

Sons Vhattg a Yoeegssionty Daddy?

Father: It's wher busivszz iz bad: vesold goods pile up in the shops, so that firms

have to cut back on pmoduciicn nd pwt peenle oui ol woxke

Sonz Why can't they sell the goods? Becanse people don't want them?

Father: lio, son; it's because people can't afford to buy them.

Sons Well, surely, Daddy, if everybody had higher wages they'd be able to buy

more goods?

¥ather (ang'rily): You stupid, stupid boy! iligher wages would cut into profit, and
profit is what makes the wheels go round.

Son (after a long pause): Daddy, why does it have to be profit that mekes the wheels
go round?

Father (now furious, picking up a stick): I don't know where you get these f£ilthy,
disgusting ideas from} Certainly not from yodr mother or me!

Son (frightened); I'm sorry, Daddy! Please don't beat me, Daddy! (‘The father raises the

] stick) I'1l tell the social woiker! \
Father (beating son over the head with the stick): ‘The bloody social workers are on
strikel \
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